
county courts, explaining how the pilot
p rogram got off the ground. The out-
come: Instead of two grand jury panels
s e rving five days a week for four we e k s ,
one panel serves the 20 days but the
other serves for only 10 days over the
same four-week period. Mr. Pe r re a u d
says he’s re c e i ved quite a lot of positive
feedback on the 10-day schedule, which
better enables many to keep up with
their other commitments.

In Onondaga County, the site of
another of the state’s grand jury pilot
p rograms, the average number of days
s e rved by grand jurors went down fro m
22 in 1998 to 14 last ye a r. Albany
County Commissioner of Ju rors Jo h n
Diamond says attendance is up since
the inception of his county’s grand jury
pilot project, which has reduced by 30
to 50 percent the average number of
days grand jurors are re q u i red to re p o rt

Pilot programs recently imple-
mented by the New Yo rk St a t e
c o u rt system in several counties

a re helping to make grand jury serv i c e
m o re palatable. An outgrowth of a
c o m p re h e n s i ve study of the grand jury
system by a blue-ribbon panel com-
prising prosecutors, judges, academics
and jury commissioners, these pilot
p rojects are working to shorten ave r a g e
terms of service, improve juror selec-
tion and summoning pro c e d u re s ,
enhance juror facilities and provide a
better grand jury experience overall. 

Unlike petit jurors, who sit on either
criminal or civil trials, grand jurors decide
if there is legally sufficient evidence and
reasonable cause for an indictment, or
felony charges against the accused. Of
the 23 members who make up a grand
j u ry, 16 who’ve heard all the evidence
in a case must be present to deliberate,
with 12 votes re q u i red for an indict-
ment. Ap p roximately 25,000 grand
j u rors serve in New Yo rk each ye a r.

Time Well Spent Results in Shorter Terms,
On Average

“ Our initiative has focused on re d u c-
i n g the burden of service on grand
j u rors and improving their physical
s u r roundings,” says Charles Pe r re a u d ,
who as Mo n roe County’s jury commis-
sioner oversees the county’s grand jury
pilot program and with his staff has
made refrigerators, microw a ves and
other amenities available to the grand
j u rors. “We worked with the public
defender and our district attorney’s
office in better utilizing juro r s’ time,”
says Patricia Ma rks, supervising judge
of Mo n roe County’s criminal and
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C o u rts’ Pilot Programs Enhance Grand Jury Service 
for service. “Now, 21 out of the 23
j u rors comprising a grand jury panel
s h ow up consistently, so we have the 16
people re q u i red to hear all the evidence
in a particular case,” he adds.

Jack Vitale, who runs the Kings
County Su p reme Court’s grand jury
office—which oversees six grand jury
panels at a time—also re p o rts better
attendance since the start-up of its
grand jury pilot project. The majority
of the county’s grand jurors now serve
10 days rather than 20, for two
c o n s e c u t i ve weeks instead of four. 

To make this possible, Mr. Vi t a l e
and his staff, in coordination with the
district attorney’s office, implemented a
n ew scheduling system. “Now, the
p rosecution must be ready with all its
witnesses before scheduling a case,” he
says. Prior to the new scheduling
arrangement, a case

Grand jurors can soon look forward to

a lively orientation video narrated by

actor Sam Waterston (top), newsman

Ed Bradley and other notables. This

new film, which by year’s end will be

available to grand jurors serving in

each of the state’s 62 counties,

explains the grand jury’s role and

responsibilities, also educating viewers

on the origins and evolution of the

modern-day grand jury system.

A d d i t i o n a l l y, a grand juror handbook

currently in the works will be ready for

statewide distribution early next year.

And Coming Soon to a
Courthouse Near You . . .

Continued on Pa ge 2
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would be placed on the grand jury calendar in the
morning, with the prosecution scrambling to get all
its witnesses together by afternoon. If eve ry t h i n g
d i d n’t come together by then, the jury’s time was
wasted, explains Mr. Vi t a l e .

In spite of the more stringent scheduling re q u i re-
ments, Exe c u t i ve Assistant District Attorney Do n a l d
Be rk, supervisor of the team of assistant district attor-
neys who bring cases before the grand jury, has high
praise for the Kings County pilot project. “The grand
j u rors ove rwhelmingly prefer the two-week term of
s e rvice,” he says, adding that those who serve the
s h o rter term seem to stay more focused thro u g h o u t
their service, plus the better juror turnout allows cases
to move along more steadily. In fact, the Kings
County grand jury pilot project has proven so
successful it’s already being replicated in New Yo rk
C i t y’s Richmond County.

James Imperatrice, chief clerk of Kings County
Su p reme Court, Criminal Term, says having a
dedicated crew to attend to the grand juro r s’ needs
has been key to the pro g r a m’s success. Members of
M r. Vi t a l e’s team take turns scheduling the cases and
also are on hand to make sure jurors are comfort a b l e
and to answer any questions they may have about
grand jury pro c e d u res. 

“ Of course, not eve ry b o d y’s satisfied, but we have
people who actually say they want to stay on longer, ”
says Mr. Vitale. Like the rather lively panel of Kings
County grand jurors serving the final days of a two-
week, 10-day term this past spring who conceded to
feeling a bit sad that their service was coming to an
end. All the jurors said they we re going to miss each
other and the special care of the court’s attentive crew.

Better Preparation of Jurors

In addition to the pilot programs, the blue-ribbon
p a n e l’s recommendation to better pre p a re new grand
j u rors—many of whom have little or no know l e d g e
about the grand jury process and come in expecting
to sit on a trial—has come to fruition in the form of a
l i vely orientation film. The film, which will soon be
a vailable in courthouses in each of the state’s 62
counties, instructs grand jurors on their role and
responsibilities and also includes some intere s t i n g
historical tidbits. Ad d i t i o n a l l y, a handbook being
d e veloped by the New Yo rk State court system,
explaining the grand jury’s role and containing other
i m p o rtant information, will be distributed to grand
j u rors throughout the state starting next ye a r. ◆

The idea of a grand jury predates the idea of a trial
j u r y.

The first English grand jury consisted of twelve
men selected from the knights or other free men
to inquire into crimes alleged to have been
committed in their local community.  In other
w o rds, these early grand jurors served as accusers
or witnesses rather than as judges of the facts.

Over the years England’s grand jury became
independent of the Crown, serving as a shield
against government oppression rather than as a
s w o rd for the King. 

Grand jury proceedings are secret, allowing for
f ree and open deliberations, while also
encouraging witnesses with information about a
crime to speak freely and protecting innocent
parties from disclosure of the fact that they were
under investigation. 

The grand jury as an institution was so firmly
established that the Founding Fathers included it
in the Bill of Rights. The Fifth Amendment to the
United States Constitution states in part that “no
person shall be held to answer for a capital, or
otherwise infamous crime, unless on a
p resentment or indictment of a Grand Jury . . .”

Each grand jury panel has both a foreperson and
an assistant foreperson. 

Although defendants sometimes testify during
grand jury proceedings, typically grand jurors only
hear the People’s case.  

Witnesses may have legal counsel present in the
grand jury room to advise them of their rights, but
counsel may not participate in any other way
during grand jury pro c e e d i n g s .

Do You Know Your Grand Jury ?

Questions, comments or suggestions about the jury system? Call 1-8 00-NY- J U R OR , 
e-mail us at: nyjuror@courts.state.ny.us or write to 

Chief Judge Judith Kaye, Continuing Jury Reform, 25 Beaver Street, New York, NY 10004



“WITH RESOURCES YOU CAN MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE IN
SOMEBODY’S LIFE.” Those we re the words of Emily Jonas, pro
bono coordinator of We s t c h e s t e r - Putnam Legal Se rvices, at
a ceremony held in Mount Vernon City Court this past
spring in honor of Law Da y, a celebration of our nation’s

legal system
that tradition-
ally falls on
May 1.

Alluding to
this ye a r’s Law
Day theme—
assuring equal
justice for
all—Ms. Jo n a s
spoke of the
critical role of
p rograms like
We s t c h e s t e r -
Putnam Legal
Se rvices, which
last ye a r
p rovided legal
assistance to

some 25,000 clients and family members struggling with
j o b, housing and other make-or-break issues. Sh e
explained that as pro bono coordinator her job is to find
attorneys willing to take cases at no cost to the client. “If
an attorney can take even just one case a ye a r, it can make a
t re m e ndous difference,” Ms. Jonas said, adding that each
day she gets numerous calls from people in desperate need
of legal help but is forced to turn many away because of
inadequate funding and staff.

As part of the morning’s festivities, seventh- and
eighth-graders from Mount Ve r n o n’s A.B. Davis Mi d d l e
School presented a poster based on the equal access to
justice theme, with one young lady delivering a speech she
w rote, inspired by the Gettysburg Ad d ress, calling for
racial and religious tolerance. 

Teens with an interest in the law also participated at the
Suffolk County Su p reme Court’s Law Day celebration this
ye a r. Suffolk County Ad m i n i s t r a t i ve Judge Alan Os h r i n
told students from No rt h p o rt High School, some
p a rticipants in a moot trial program involving several of
the county’s judges, “This special day has been set aside to
a l l ow all Americans to celebrate in appreciation of their
l i b e rties and in observance of our legal heritage. It allow s

all of us to reflect upon the importance of our legal system
in the lives of each and eve ry citizen, and how the
f reedoms we hold so dear would not be possible without a
s t rong and independent judiciary.” Wo rkshops relating to
the equal access to justice theme we re offered thro u g h o u t
the morning at the Su f f o l k
County celebration as court h o u s e s
all across the state commemorated
Law Day with special cere m o n i e s
and eve n t s .

Expanding legal services for
the needy, making courts more
user-friendly and taking other
steps in assuring equal access to
justice was the theme of Chief
Judge Judith Kaye’s Law Da y
a d d ress at Albany’s Court of
Appeals Hall this ye a r. Afterw a rd
the Chief Judge joined Chief
Ad m i n i s t r at i ve Judge Jo n a t h a n
Lippman, At t o r n e y General El i o t
Sp i t zer and other guests in a
tribute to the court s’ work f o rc e ,
with special honors going to
Appellate Term Justice Mi c h a e l
Pesce and the court s’ chief of
public safety, Ma t t h ew O’Re i l l y,
for their outstanding contribu-
tions to New Yo rkers and the
justice system.  

Justice Pesce, who for six ye a r s
s e rved as the administrative judge
of New Yo rk’s Second Ju d i c i a l
District, was honored for his
i n n ova t i ve spirit in making the
c o u rts both more efficient and
e f f e c t i ve for all New Yo rk e r s .
Justice Pesce oversaw the
implementation of the Bro o k l y n
Treatment Court, which has
helped hundreds of offenders
begin pro d u c t i ve, dru g - f ree l i ve s
and now serves as a model
t h roughout the state and beyo n d .
He also played a key role in implementing pro g r a m s t o
enhance the handling of domestic violence cases, expedite
d i vo rce proceedings and improve
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C o u rts Salute Nation’s Legal System, Pay Tribute to Wo r k f o rc e

N ew York State court s ’
Chief of Public Safe t y
M a t t h ew O’Reilly was the
recipient of the Law Day
2002 Service A wa rd fo r
his extra o rd i n a ry effo rts in
meeting the security ch a l-
l e n ges posed by the Wo r l d
Trade Center attack s.

M i chael Pe s c e, p re s i d i n g
justice of the A p p e l l a t e
Te r m , Second and
E l eventh Judicial Distri c t s,
received a special awa rd
this past Law Day for his
pivotal role in numero u s
c o u rt innov a t i o n s.

Emily Jonas, p ro bono coordinator of
We s t chester-Putnam Legal Serv i c e s, a d d re s s i n g
middle- sch o o l e rs and other guests at the Mount
Vernon City Court on Law Day 2002.



Rolando Acosta, sole presiding judge of
the Harlem Community Justice Center,
was a go-getter from an early age.
Judge Acosta, who with his pare n t s
and five siblings emigrated to New
Yo rk City from the Do m i n i c a n
Republic as a young teen in 1969,
w a s n’t expecting the kid-glove
t reatment as a newly arrive d
immigrant in a town known for its
l e s s - t h a n - re l a xed pace. “I wasn’t
disappointed either,” laughs the
Judge, who despite his athletic build
and commanding presence, is a ve ry
a p p roachable person.  

Even with the language difficulties,
discrimination and other hardships he
and his family faced, the Ju d g e
e xcelled in school, graduating fourt h
in his class at De Witt Clinton Hi g h
School in the Bronx. He was also an
outstanding athlete, a star pitcher
who led his high school baseball team
to victory two seasons running. And
though his family was stru g g l i n g
financially—his parents toiled in a
garment factory to put food on the
t a b l e — Judge Acosta passed up the
chance at a lucrative baseball career to
attend Columbia Un i versity on an
academic scholarship. Of his decision,
the Judge says emphatically, “I have
no re g rets,” then pauses, adding half-
j o k i n g l y, “Although you always think,
‘What if? How much money would I
h a ve made?’” 

Young Rolando, who had plans to
become a psychologist, first
e n t e rtained the idea of a legal care e r
after hearing John Carro, a high-
ranking Latino judge, speak at his
high school. Judge Carro talked with
passion about the role of the judicial
branch. “He re I was, a kid from the
Dominican Republic, where there’s

not an independent
j u d i c i a ry,” recalls Ju d g e
Acosta, who was quite
taken with the idea of an
autonomous judicial
branch. Judge Carro’s
l ove for the law took hold
on the future jurist, and
the two remain friends to
this day. Another re a s o n
Judge Acosta turned
d own the opportunity to
play pro baseball to
pursue a legal career: his
d e s i re to give back to the community.
“ Baseball I did for my own personal
e n j oyment, but I look at my career as
something I do for the community,
which is why it’s been so fulfilling,”
he says.

A graduate of Columbia
Un i versity School of Law, Ju d g e
Acosta began his legal career as a
community activist and grass-ro o t s
o r g a n i ze r, serving as a Legal Aid
l a w yer and holding down a number
of high-level city posts before his
election to the Manhattan Civil
C o u rt bench in 1997. Accustomed to
“always advocating for someone or
something,” Judge Acosta had to
adjust to his new role as impart i a l
i n t e r p reter of the law. “The role may
be different, but the skills and
ultimate goal—justice—are the
same,” he emphasizes. 

Last year Judge Acosta was called
upon to oversee the Ha r l e m
Community Justice Center, the first
full-scale court in Harlem in over 40
years, with a strong focus on juve n i l e
justice and housing issues. The aim of
the Center’s Youth Justice Project is to
engage local youngsters in their
c o m m u n i t y, teaching them citize n s h i p

skills and also preparing them for the
w o rk f o rce, while its Housing Pa rt
offers mediation and other services for
speedier resolution of landlord - t e n a n t
disputes. In Ma y, the Center
celebrated the official opening of its
Ju venile In t e rvention Court, the first
community court in the country to
a d d ress the problems of juve n i l e
delinquency and drug abuse.

The Judge calls pro b l e m - s o l v i n g
c o u rts like the Harlem Community
Justice Center “a good thing,”
e m p l oying a more holistic appro a c h
in dealing with litigants and enabling
judges to take a more pro a c t i ve ro l e .
“You must deal with the litigant’s
underlying problems. For example, in
a housing case, you need to know if
the landlord is falling behind on taxe s ,
the number of repair violations that
exist in a building and how long the
dispute has been going on,” he
explains, adding that armed with such
c rucial data, the court is able to get to
the core problem a lot faster. “T h e
same thing goes for juve n i l e
delinquency cases. If there’s a dru g
issue, I should know. Ot h e rwise we’re
just dealing with the symptoms—
t ru a n c y, vandalism and the like—not
the problem,” he says. 
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J u d ge Rolando Acosta of the Harlem Community Justice Center
applauds guest speaker and Center participant Sharif Smith
at the Center’s Juvenile Intervention Court opening last May.

Activist-Turned-Judge Finds His 
Niche at Innovative Harlem Court
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The past year has been rather
intense for the Judge, with ove r
10,000 housing cases alone filed at the
Harlem court. Fo l l owing the
September 11 tragedy, there was a
steep rise in nonpayment pro c e e d i n g s ,
s p u r red by job layoffs and other
financial woes. These days, the court
a verages 60 housing cases per day,
t h ree times a week. 

“Yo u’ve got to stay loose,” advises
the Judge, referring to the

c o m m u n i t y’s evolving needs. Sp e a k i n g
of problem-solving courts more
g e n e r a l l y, he adds, “You have to be
able to shift gears if something isn’t
w o rking, try new ways to re s o l ve
p roblems. We can’t always follow
p recedent, even though as lawye r s
we’re trained that way.” 

With his hectic schedule, the Ju d g e
d o e s n’t get out to the golf course lately
but still finds time to coach Little
League and pursue other community-

oriented activities. Spending time
with family is also a top priority for
Judge Acosta, who sometimes brings
his two children to the courthouse. “I
want them to understand what I do,”
explains the Judge, whose yo u n g s t e r s ,
ages 12 and 9, feel right at home at
the Harlem court. “It’s such a family
a t m o s p h e re here, a real community
feeling. I feel ve ry privileged to be the
p residing judge of the Ha r l e m
Community Justice Center. ” ◆

Although some people may find it hard to fathom, an
increasing number of crime victims are opting to meet face-
to-face with those who’ve done them harm, provided, of
course, the offender is ready to make some type of amends.
Giving victims an opportunity to question the off e n d e r
directly—something that doesn’t occur in the traditional
criminal justice system—such dialogues also make
defendants realize the magnitude of the pain and damage
they’ve caused.

“ I t ’s a real opportunity for victims and offenders to talk
about the experience fully,” says Jody Miller, executive
director of the Mediation Center of Dutchess County, Inc., a
nonprofit organization that recently initiated a victim-off e n d e r
mediation program for cases involving juvenile defendants.
Last spring the Center brought a panel of national experts
to Poughkeepsie to discuss victim-offender dialogues,
group conferences and other methods that actively engage
victims and community members in deciding how to best
repair the harm caused by a crime, a philosophy known as
“restorative justice.” An approach rooted in ancient tribal
cultures, restorative justice focuses on the emotional and
material losses of victims and the community at large,
holding offenders directly accountable to the individuals and
neighborhoods they’ve violated. Atwin conference on
restorative justice practices was held in White Plains, New
York, with the two events drawing over 300 law-enforcement
professionals, social workers, judges, clergy members,
community activists and others.

For Offenders, Facing Victims Can be Tougher than Doing Jail Time  
“Several wounds occur every time a crime is committed.

The victim suffers the immediate crime, but the peace of the
community is also disturbed,” panelist Dennis Maloney, a
juvenile justice expert and director of the Department of

Community Corrections in Deschutes County, Oregon, told
audience members at the Poughkeepsie seminar. Speaking
of the importance of holding criminals directly accountable
to their victims, Mr. Maloney, a former prison warden, said
those who do jail time seldom take responsibility for their
criminal behavior. It’s often just the opposite, he said, with
prisoners perceiving themselves as the victims and
frequently disassociating themselves from those they’ve

harmed. 
M r. Maloney

recounted a
number of victim-
o ffender dialogues
he’d facilitated that
forced off e n d e r s
out of their denial,
including one case
involving a trio of
juvenile delin-
quents brought to
tears when they
came to under-
stand the pain and
s u ffering they
inflicted on a

widow whose home they’d burglarized. The woman told the
boys, all of whom were repeat offenders, that she no longer
felt safe in her home, recalled Mr. Maloney, adding that the
youngsters broke down upon learning the coin collection
they’d stolen—and later cashed out to play video games—
held great sentimental value for the widow. “Had we just
depended on the traditional system of criminal justice,
t h e r e ’s no way these boys would have

D I A L O G U E S  H A V E  D R A M A T I C  I M P A C T  O N  B O T H  S I D E S

Vi c t i m -O ff e n d e r

Jody Miller of the Mediation Center of
D u t chess County, I n c. joins A n d rew T h o m a s,
e xecutive director of the Center for Dispute
S e t t l e m e n t ,at the re s t o rative justice
c o n fe rence held in Po u g h keepsie this past
s p ri n g .M r.T h o m a s, whose organization
s e rves central New Yo r k , acted as modera t o r.

Continued on Pa ge 7



JURY COMMISSIONERS AROUND THE STATE a re taking action
against individuals who ignore a jury summons, with re p e a t
n o - s h ows being called into court—and before a judge—to
explain their absenteeism and, in more cases than not, get a
n ew date for jury service.   

New York County Chief Clerk of
Ju rors Vincent Homenick says those
in his county who’ve been sum-
moned for jury service on two
separate occasions but fail to show
either time are made to appear before
a judge, with such hearings scheduled
every Friday morning at Manhattan
Su p reme Court. Individuals who re p e a t-
e d l y fail to return juror qualification ques-
t i o n n a i res or respond to the court’s warning
notices also are subpoenaed. 

By New Yo rk State law, the punishment for
ignoring a jury notice can range from a civil fine of
up to $250, and a lien against the individual for that
amount, to a criminal contempt charge resulting in a
$1,000 fine, jail time or both. Mr. Homenick says if someone
fails to show up for a hearing with the judge, a $250 default
judgment is filed with the court, which can be a major
headache for anyone in the process of securing a loan or new
line of credit. 

On a recent Friday morning, over a dozen people, some
looking anxious, filed into a court room at the Ma n h a t t a n
c o u rthouse, waiting for the judge to take the bench. Re a s o n s
g i ven for ignoring jury notices ranged from problems with
the mail to family obligations. In the end, the majority had
to pay the court fines of up to $50—these monies go into
the state’s coffers—and with the exception of a woman who
didn’t meet the citizenship requirements for jury service,
e ve ryone left with a new service date. “T h a t’s really the main
purpose of these hearings, to secure another service date for
those who fulfill the juror residency and other re q u i re m e n t s , ”
says Mr. Homenick. “The days of throwing a jury summons
away are ove r,” he adds. 

Indeed, that’s the story in Broome County, where St a t e
Su p reme Court Justice Patrick Monserrate regularly lecture s
s h i rkers on the importance of jury duty. “I’ve spent 40 ye a r s
as a lawye r, then a judge, so you can call me a fan of the jury
system,” says Judge Monserrate, who finds the dedication of
those who do show up for jury service impre s s i ve. “So m e
people reschedule vacations so they can serve. They take jury
s e rvice seriously and do a terrific job. We owe it to those who

s h ow up for service to hold the ones who don’t accountable,”
he comments.

Weeding Out the Legitimate Reasons from the Excuses
At a hearing held last spring over which Judge Mo n s e r r a t e

p resided, a small-business owner was fined $50 for ignoring
n u m e rous jury notices. “I would like to serve. I just

d o n’t know when I can,” he told the Judge, who
was upset by the fact he never bothered to

notify the court. 
Of course, eve ry case is unique, and

Judge Monserrate takes each person’s
c i rcumstances into consideration. “I’m

going to treat the mom who’s got thre e
young children to care for differently than

the salesperson who just didn’t want to be
b o t h e red,” he says. Referring to the hearings

as “serious business,” Judge Monserrate says he
ends up giving most who appear before him both

a fine and a new date to serve. “And if you don’t
s h ow up then, yo u’re talking about jail,” warns the

Judge, who says so far that’s never happened.
Habitual No-Show Shamed into Doing Civic Duty

An Onondaga County businessman recently summoned
to appear before Ad m i n i s t r a t i ve Judge James To r m e y, III, for
failing to do his civic duty didn’t end up in jail, but he made
headlines in the local papers. Although he told the Judge he
was invo l ved in restoring buildings damaged in the Wo r l d
Trade Center attacks, jury office re c o rds re veal he failed to
respond to two prior notices, one sent out in December 2000
and a second mailed to him early last summer, re p o rts Si d n e y
Og l e s by, the county’s deputy jury commissioner. Needless to
s a y, this gentleman was fined and had to schedule a new date
for jury service. 

M r. Og l e s by adds that hearings before Judge Tormey are
a last re s o rt, and that even before sending out delinquency
letters he and his staff will try calling reticent jurors to
persuade them to come in voluntarily. In the case of the
businessman, the deputy commissioner recalls making
n u m e rous phone calls to him, none of which we re re t u r n e d .

And though going after chronic jury service dodgers is
often a laborious process for New Yo rk’s jury commissioners
and their staffers, the payoff is a more representative,
significantly larger jury pool—an estimated one million more
potential jurors to date statewide— which reduces the burd e n
for those who do respond to their jury notices the first time
a ro u n d . ◆
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felt the impact of their crime on someone else. By the end
of the dialogue, the victim felt these boys would never do
this again to her or anyone else,” he said.

Research Shows Dialogues Can Prevent Future Crimes    
Two years ago, Mr. Maloney surveyed a group of

victims and offenders who participated in such dialogues,
with an overwhelming majority of crime victims reporting
they no longer feared being victimized again by the
o ff e n d e r. Most of the victims and offenders said they’d be
willing to go through the process again, with 98 percent of
victims calling these encounters “very helpful.” For the most
part, each side said they came away with a better feeling
toward the other party. A d d i t i o n a l l y, empirical studies
conducted in Canada, England and the U.S. on juvenile
and adult offenders who participated in victim-off e n d e r
dialogues found they had significantly lower re-off e n s e
rates than similar offenders who did not meet with their
v i c t i m s .

Kathy Elton, who has facilitated discussions between
o ffenders and victims in cases ranging from petty crime to
homicide, told those at the conference that even though the
process is geared to the needs of the victim, she’s seen it
lead to positive changes in off e n d e r s ’b e h a v i o r. Ms. Elton,
director of alternative dispute resolution programs for

U t a h ’s Administrative Office of the Courts and a former
juvenile probation off i c e r, acknowledged that the process is
not appropriate for everyone, especially when a very
serious crime is involved, but said she believes the door
should be open to victims and their loved ones who have a
desire to meet with the off e n d e r.         

These encounters hold so much promise that some
New York judges are beginning to steer appropriate cases
in this direction. Sullivan County Court Judge Frank
LaBuda calls these dialogues and other restorative justice
practices “good tools” that can have a healing effect on
crime victims and communities as well as a positive impact
on offenders. Tompkins County Court Judge John
Sherman, who encourages victim-offender dialogues in
suitable cases, says, “Until offenders can truly realize the
damage they’ve caused, they’re much more likely to re-
o ffend. Putting a face on the victim of the crime can have a
very dramatic effect and is a very important part of
rehabilitation. On the victim’s side, it’s a way for them to
finally be at peace with the crime. They never really get a
lot of their questions answered and may want to know why
they were targeted, what was going on in the defendant’s
mind. That can be helpful in relieving some of their anxiety
about the future and perhaps reaching some peace.” ◆

p robation, and most recently helped
s h e p h e rd the development of the
Brooklyn Mental Health Court ,
which will offer nonviolent offenders
who are mentally ill the option of
completing a rigorously monitore d
t reatment program in lieu of jail.      

Chief O’Reilly was honored for
his extraord i n a ry efforts in meeting

the security challenges posed by the
World Trade Center attack and its
aftermath. A veteran of the court
system, Chief O’Reilly quickly
responded to the state of emergency,
implementing a 24/7 security plan
and new mail-handling pro c e d u re s ,
while also devising a statewide court
e vacuation protocol.    

Noting the special significance of

this ye a r’s Law Day celebration in
light of last Se p t e m b e r’s tragic eve n t s ,
Judge Lippman said, “As in ye a r s
past, as part of our Law Da y
celebration, today we pay tribute to
our work f o rce, whose commitment
to our nation’s democratic ideals . . .
continue to keep our courts ru n n i n g ,
e ven in times of national crisis.” ◆

“ WO R K F O R C E ” continued from page 3

We’d like to hear from you. We also welcome any 
comments about the newsletter as well as story ideas 
for future issues. Please send juror anecdotes, 
newsletter suggestions and story ideas to:

Jury Pool News Editor 
New York State Unified Court System 
25 Beaver S t reet, Suite 1049 
New York, NY 10004
E-mail address:  ahackel@courts.state.ny. u s

For a virtual courthouse tour, a lesson in the evolution of
our court system or to learn more about the New Yo r k
State courts’ educational and community outreach pro-
grams, visit us on the Web at:

w w w. c o u r t s . s t a t e . u s / c o m m u n i t y _ o u t re a c h

Jury Pool News is published quarterly by 

the New York State Unified Court System’s 

O ffice of Public Aff a i r s .

I n t e rested in sharing your jury experience with our readers? 
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AC RO S S

1 . L i ke a valley
4 . Be angry (about)
8 . I d e n t i c a l
1 2 . Aid to the needy
1 6 . Personal injury case,

for example
1 8 . E gyptian go dd e s s
1 9 . S c u l p t o r ’s medium
2 0 . E m i ly Dickinson, for one
2 1 . Land measure
2 2 . C r a z y
2 3 . By __, m e c h a n i c a l ly
2 4 . W i n d ow part
2 5 . W h e re stage actors do 

their thing
2 7 . Another name for Ire l a n d
2 9 . A dd substance to:

2 wo rd s
3 1 . Te l e p a t hy
3 2 . See 49-Dow n
3 3 . Former name of

P re t o r i a ’s country :a b b r.
3 4 . N ew Yo r k ’s Chief Judge 

Judith Kaye, for example
3 8 . Ella Fitzgerald’s specialty  

3 9 . Does a private eye ’s
wo r k ,p e r h ap s

4 3 . B u i l d
4 4 . A rt i c l e
4 5 . H a u l
4 6 . Ta ke a chair
4 7 . “__ Kleine Nachtmu s i k ,”

M o z a rt wo r k
4 8 . S e rve a tennis ball a la 

Ve nus W i l l i a m s
4 9 . Neither . . . _ _
5 0 . “Beauty and the Beast”

h e ro i n e
5 2 . Temporal zone in

C a l i fo r n i a :a b b r.
5 3 . M s .B a rry m o re
5 4 . M a ke pre s e rve s
5 5 . R e b e l l i o n
5 6 . D e b t s
5 7 . 0 0 7 , e. g .
5 8 . Being nothing more than
5 9 . List of cases to be heard 

by the court
6 2 . A b b reviation used by

those who go by more
than one name

6 3 . S u dden rush of wind
6 4 . Office necessities, i n

t o d ay ’s wo r l d :a b b r.
6 7 . One who gives a gre e d y

l o o k
6 8 . Ta ke a stab at
6 9 . B revity is the soul of this,

a c c o rding to
S h a ke s p e a re

7 0 . Aid for 39-Acro s s
7 1 . What some divas are 

big on
7 2 . G o a l
7 3 . P i t c h e r
7 5 . Cases are tried here
7 6 . C u e s
7 9 . A b e l ’s bro t h e r
8 0 . D o d g e s
8 1 . Building extension
8 2 . G i ve the boot to
8 3 . Canine sound
8 4 . I n f a n t ’s play t h i n g
8 7 . __ Maw r, college in

Pe n n s y l v a n i a
8 8 . An offender and his or

her legal team

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0 11 1 2 1 3 1 4 1 5

1 6 1 7 1 8 1 9 2 0

2 1 2 2 2 3 2 4

2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0

3 1 3 2 3 3

3 4 3 5 3 6 3 7 3 8 3 9 4 0 4 1 4 2

4 3 4 4 4 5 4 6

4 7 4 8 4 9 5 0 5 1

5 2 5 3 5 4 5 5

5 6 5 7 5 8

5 9 6 0 6 1 6 2 6 3 6 4 6 5 6 6

6 7 6 8 6 9 7 0

7 1 7 2 7 3 7 4 7 5

7 6 7 7 7 8 7 9 8 0

8 1 8 2 8 3

8 4 8 5 8 6 8 7 8 8 8 9 9 0 9 1 9 2

9 3 9 4 9 5 9 6 9 7 9 8

9 9 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 2

1 0 3 1 0 4 1 0 5 1 0 6

C O U R T S I D E  C R O S S W O R D

9 3 . Smell __, s u s p e c t
something is wro n g : 2
wo rd s

9 4 . S a t i s f a c t o ry
9 6 . J a c o b ’s twin
9 8 . C h r i s t m a s
9 9 . I t ’s bail or this
1 0 0 .D a re d evil Knieve l
1 0 1 .B i l l b o a rd
1 0 2 . Small amount
1 0 3 .C o m p e t e n t
1 0 4 . You might need this

to re c e i ve a give aw ay
via mail: a b b r.

1 0 5 . Committed a traffic
o f fe n s e

1 0 6 .R e p ly, for short

D OW N

1 . Examination fo r
students embarking
on a legal care e r: a b b r.

2 . That hurt s !
3 . Telephone part
4 . B e s t
5 . Seize powe r

w ro n g f u l ly
6 . R e n owned unive r s i t y

west of Boston: a b b r.
7 . B e i n g
8 . Need for 25-Acro s s
9 . S o l o
1 0 . G y m n a s t ’s item
1 1 . Facial fe a t u re
1 2 . Ta ke a lower court ’s

decision to a higher
c o u rt 

1 3 . Be an idler
1 4 . Restaurant item
1 5 . P refix with ladder or

p a re n t
1 7 . Oolong or English

b re a k f a s t
2 6 . 1 - D ow n , for example
2 8 . Wa n d e r
3 0 . Some educators are

s p e c i a l ly certified in
t h i s :a b b r.

3 4 . Safari ve h i c l e
3 5 . Author of “ To p a z ”

and “ E x o d u s ”
3 6 . Issue befo re a

housing court judge,
p e r h ap s

3 7 . On __, in re s e rve
3 8 . Cook slow ly
3 9 . In favor of
4 0 . N o r w ay ’s cap i t a l
4 1 . Matter fo r

S u rro g a t e ’s Court

4 2 . E d i t o r ’s instruction,
m ay b e

4 4 . Summer tre a t
4 5 . 2,000 lbs.
4 8 . In __, stuck in the

same ro u t i n e : 2
wo rd s

4 9 . N e g a t i ve vo t e
5 0 . E r n i e ’s buddy on

“Sesame Stre e t ”
5 1 . A d a m ’s mate
5 3 . A c t i ve sort
5 4 . Financial re c o rd s

e x p e rt :a b b r.
5 5 . Ta ke a bre a t h e r
5 6 . P residential nickname
5 7 . Place to look fo r

celestial hap p e n i n g s
5 8 . “The Ghost and Mrs.

_ _ ,” 1947 film
5 9 . A c c o m p l i s h e s
6 0 . To d ay, in Rome
6 1 . Drain pro b l e m
6 2 . Equip with we ap o n s
6 3 . The late Ms.Ve rd o n
6 4 . F i l l , as a hole
6 5 . R e s t o re to health
6 6 . F i xe s , as bail
6 8 . Title of a Frank

M c C o u rt memoir 
7 0 . Type of fish
7 2 . A s s e rts befo re

p rov i n g
7 3 . __ as pie
7 4 . Essential player in a

t r i a l
7 5 . S l e eve part
7 7 . I rr i t a t e
7 8 . E ve ry
7 9 . S p o i l , as milk
8 0 . B oy f r i e n d ,i n

D e u t s ch l a n d
8 2 . T h ey ’re part of the

woodwind section
8 3 . P rove r b
8 4 . Indian title
8 5 . The “A” in UA E
8 6 . __ off, a b a t e
8 9 . C o n c l u s i o n
9 0 . N ovelist Ephro n
9 1 . A c t o r- d i rector Pe n n
9 2 . Eugene O’Neill play,

“ D e s i re Under the
_ _ _ ”

9 5 . E g g s :L a t i n
9 7 . Use a straw
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