
FOURTEENTH AMENDED ADMIN ISTRATIVE ORDER
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

WHEREAS, New York State and the nation are now in the midst ofan unprecedented
public health crisis surrounding the outbreak of COVID-19 (coronavirus); and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 is known to be a highly infectious disease, and there is much
community concern that large gatherings ofpeople can result in greater public exposure to
possible contagion or "community spread"; and

WHEREAS, on a daily basis, in courts across the State, hundreds ifnot thousands of
people representing a broad cross-section ofthe community gather to conduct business in
Iarge groups in close proximity to one another; and

WHEREAS the Courts of the Third )udicial District commenced Phase I of the Return to
In-Person Operations Plan ("RIOP") onMay 26,2020, Phase II ofthe RIOP on June 17,2020,
Phase III ofthe RIOP on fune 25, 2020, Phase IV ofthe RIOP on luly 9,2020, Phase 4.1 of
the RIOP on August 10,2020, Updated RIOP on November 16,2020,the Amended Updated
RIOP on November L9,2020 and November 23,2020 and Amended Updated RI0P on
December 9,2020; it is hereby

ORDERED that effective immediately the following rules be put into effect in the Third
Judicial District until rescinded.

A. General matters and matters applicable to more than one case type
1. Until further Administrative Order or Executive 0rder, residential eviction matters

may proceed pursuant to the protocol established in the memoranda from Chief
Administrative Judge Lawrence Marks dated October 9,2020 and November 17,

2020 and pursuant to Administrative Orders A0l231/20 and AO/268/20. Further
reference is made to Executive Order 202.72 signed by the Governor on November
3,2020, the Tenant Safe Harbor Act (Ch.727 , L.2020) and the CDC Agency Order
filed on September 1,2020.

Pursuant to the authority vested in me, in accordance with the recent operational
protocols issued by the Chief Administrative Judge for the trial courts ofthe Unified Court
System and after consultation with the Chief Administrative Judge and the Deputy Chief
Administrative f udge and



2. Default judgments may be granted pursuant to CPLR 3215 provided that the
granting ofthe default judgment is not contrary to any statute, Executive Order or
Administrative Order.

3. All Family Court and all County Court ludges are cross-assigned to the County and
Family Courts in all counties of the District.

4. WHEREAS the Courts of the Third Judicial District commenced Phase I of the
Return to In-Person Operations Plan ("RIOP") on May 26, 2020, Phase ll ofthe
RIOP on fune 17,2020, Phase lll ofthe RIOP on lune 25, 2020, Phase IV ofthe RIOP
on luly 9,2020, Phase 4.1 ofthe RIOP on August 10, 2020, Updated RI0P on
November 16,2020, the Amended Updated and RIOP on November 19, 2020, with
the Updated Operating Protocols implemented on November 23,2020 the Updated
Operating Protocols implemented on December 9, 2020, are incorporated herein
and all provisions of this Administrative Order shall be read in conjunction with
the protocols.

5. Virtual proceedings must occur via Microsoft Teams video conferencing, or
telephone.

6. Occupancy ofall courtrooms shall be limited to the lesser of 10 people or 16 the
posted room occupancy per code. An exception shall be granted forongoinggrand

.iuries currently in progress (in those instances, occupancy shall be limited to the
lesser of 30 people or }4 the posted room occupancy per code). Any exceptions

that were previously granted to the occupancy limits are rescinded until further
notice.

7. Naturalization Ceremonies, wherever they occur, shall comply with the room
occupancy limits stated herein.

8. Staffshall report to the courthouse as determined by his/her supervisor. In all

circumstances, non-judicial staff reporting to the courthouse shall be between 25%o

to 400/0 ofnormal pre-COVID staffing. All staffnot reportingtothe courthouse
shall work remotely.

9. All Temporary Orders ofProtection issued in any criminal or civil matter that has

expired or is due to expire on or after March 19,2020 "shall be extended under the
same terms and conditions until the date the matter is re-calendared, unless the
order is sooner terminated or modified by a ludge or justice of the court that
issued the order" pursuant to Administrative Order AO/73/ 20 signed by the Chief
Administrative J udge of the Courts on March 19,2020. The terms of such orders
shall be extended either through the Division ofTechnology or as addressed by
each Court.

10. All filings shall be pursuant to the Administrative Order signed by the Chief
Administrative Iudge ofthe Courts (AO /267 /20 and any amendments thereto].

11. The Judges should encourage or require, to the greatest extent possible, the use of
virtual technology in matters that occur off court premises (depositions, discovery,
etc.). Such language should be included in any scheduling orders.

B. Supreme Civil
1. All Mental Hygiene Law proceedings in which a party is confined to a hospital or

other facility shall be conducted with appearances by means of remote audiovisual


