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Chief Judge Announces Judiciary’s 2016-2017 Civil Legal Services Grants 

 

NEW YORK ─ Chief Judge Janet DiFiore today announced the recipients of the Judiciary’s Civil 

Legal Services Program grants for the 2016-17 fiscal year. This year’s grants total an 

unprecedented $100 million − including a $15 million allocation to the New York State Interest 

on Lawyer Account Fund (IOLA) − meeting the goal proposed by the Permanent Commission 

on Access to Justice in New York State, chaired by Helaine Barnett and established in 2010 as 

part of a comprehensive effort to provide counsel to low-income New Yorkers in civil cases. The 

remaining $85 million in grants will be distributed among 83 civil legal services providers 

throughout the state. The program, now in its fifth year, has provided hundreds of thousands of 

low-income New Yorkers with effective legal assistance on critical matters involving the 

essentials of life. 

Funds are allocated based on the proportion of the population in a county living at or 

below 200 percent of the poverty line. The parameters for the funding and the mechanism for 

distributing the funds were adopted in response to the Commission’s recommendations. An 

oversight board, consisting of the Chief Administrative Judge, the Chair of the Commission and 

the Chair of the Board of Trustees of the IOLA Fund, conducts the funding allocation process.   

 “I am ecstatic that we were able to meet the funding goal recommended by the Permanent 

Commission on Access to Justice in New York State, and grateful to the Governor and the 



Legislature for their support of the Judiciary’s Civil Legal Services Program. The grants 

announced today will enable civil legal services providers across the state to reach more New 

Yorkers, offering much-needed legal assistance to individuals and families struggling to avert 

homelessness, escape domestic violence or who grapple with other dire problems affecting their 

daily needs – helping to bring the ideal of equal justice closer to reality in New York,” said Chief 

Judge Janet DiFiore. 

 Attached is a list of this year’s recipients, including the amount of their respective grants. 

#  #  # 
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2016-17 JUDICIARY CIVIL LEGAL SERVICES AWARDS 

On September 19, 2016, The Oversight Board for Judiciary Civil Legal Services in New York announced its intent to 
award contracts, pursuant to Judiciary Civil Legal Services Request for Proposals (RFP) #005, to the following 
organizations for the 2016-17 period: 

 
*All contracts are subject to Office of the State Comptroller approval. 
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Vendor Award
Advocates for Children of New York $20,000.00
Albany County Bar Association $160,000.00
Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund $57,500.00
Association of the Bar of the City of New York Fund Inc $736,418.00
Bronx Defenders $603,768.00
Brooklyn Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers Project $340,000.00
Brooklyn Defender Services $1,314,668.00
Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation A $492,065.00
CAMBA $1,375,094.00
Capital District Women's Bar Association Legal Project $473,086.00
Catholic Charities Community Services, Diocese of New York $179,136.00
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Albany $68,545.00
Catholic Migration Services $186,250.00
Center for Family Representation $730,075.00
Central American Legal Assistance $75,388.00
Central American Refugee Center $70,000.00
Child and Family Services $78,001.00
Children's Rights Society $174,687.00
Community Service Society of New York $93,500.00
Empire Justice Center $1,275,935.00
Erie County Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers Project $797,916.00
Family Center, Inc. $66,388.00
Frank H. Hiscock Legal Aid Society $1,215,349.00
Her Justice $505,907.00
Hofstra University $131,888.00
Housing Conservation Coordinators $216,609.00
Hudson Valley Justice Center $130,575.00
Jewish Association of Services for the Aged $310,063.00
Journey's End Refugee Services $174,838.00
Latino Justice PRLDEF $105,500.00
Legal Action Center $166,408.00
Legal Aid Bureau of Buffalo $1,367,913.00
Legal Aid Society of Northeastern New York $4,446,629.00
Legal Aid Society of Rochester $1,587,339.00
Legal Aid Society of Rockland County $565,883.00
Legal Assistance of Western New York $4,371,467.00
Legal Information for Families Today $306,574.00
Legal Services for the Elderly, Disabled or Disadvantaged of Western NY $1,431,142.00
Legal Services NYC $9,786,789.00
Legal Services of Central New York $5,391,921.00
Legal Services of the Hudson Valley $4,952,006.00
Lenox Hill Neighborhood House $283,812.00
Long Island Advocacy Center $85,500.00
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Vendor Award
Make the Road New York $587,199.00
Mediation Matters $52,595.00
Mental Health Association of Erie County $174,024.00
MFY Legal Services $3,001,487.00
My Sister's Place $291,141.00
Nassau / Suffolk Law Services Committee $3,761,990.00
Neighborhood Defender Services $472,721.00
Neighborhood Legal Services $1,098,067.00
New York Center for Law and Justice $28,380.00
New York Lawyers for the Public Interest $403,400.00
New York Lawyers for the Public Interest (Joint Project) $155,500.00
New York Legal Assistance Group $4,286,151.00
New York Legal Assistance Group (VLFD) $356,425.00
Northern Manhattan Improvement Corporation $1,269,858.00
Pace University $259,598.00
Part of the Solution $50,433.00
Partnership for Children's Rights $167,773.00
Prisoners' Legal Services of New York $70,561.00
Pro Bono Net $173,754.00
Queens Volunteer Lawyers Project $340,000.00
Richmond County Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers Project $60,000.00
Ridgewood Bushwick Senior Citizens Council $364,120.00
Rural Law Center of New York $523,826.00
Safe Horizon $592,521.00
Safe Passage Project Corporation $58,019.00
Sanctuary for Families $1,698,922.00
The Door A Center for Alternatives $176,186.00
The Legal Aid Society $9,786,789.00
The Safe Center LI $393,167.00
Touro College $334,130.00
Unity House of Troy $76,835.00
Urban Justice Center $2,779,741.00
Vera Institute of Justice $1,900,156.00
Volunteer Lawyers Project of Onondaga County $373,160.00
Volunteer Legal Services of Monroe County $303,000.00
Volunteers of Legal Service $50,713.00
Westchester Hispanic Coalition $73,936.00
Western New York Law Center $783,319.00
Worker Justice Center of New York $654,390.00
Youth Represent $113,481.00

Total Awards $85,000,000.00
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