Anonymous Jury
(Published September 2024)
Note: CPL 270.15 (1-a) authorizes and sets forth the criteria for the issuance of a “protective order” precluding the disclosure of the names and addresses of jurors. When a court issues the “protective order,” CPL 270.15 (1-b) requires a jury instruction, which is incorporated in the last sentence of this model instruction, to negate any prejudicial inference the jury might draw from the “protective order.”

	[As I have said,] if you are selected and sworn as a juror, during the trial you may not discuss the case with anyone and you may not permit anyone to discuss the case with you. Now, sometimes criminal trials attract the attention of the media and the public. The level of interest is unpredictable and, of course, not within my control. [Because of its nature, this case may attract an unusual amount of attention, so there may be curiosity about the participants, including you the jurors]. So, to help avoid unwarranted publicity and attention about your service on this jury, as well as to help deter others from inquiring about or otherwise attempting to discuss the case with you, I am ordering that your names and addresses:
Select as may be appropriate:
be kept confidential-
be known only to court personnel-
be known only to court personnel and the parties.

During the trial, therefore, you will be referred to only by your juror number. 
[While you may be asked during jury selection what kind of work you do, you should not disclose the name of your employer or provide any other information that may be used to identify you or where you work or live.]  
That I have issued this order is, of course, not a factor from which you may draw any inference unfavorable to the People or the defendant.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  See CPL 270.15 (1-b) and Pattern Crim. Jury Instr. 11th Cir. PI P2 (2020).] 

