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Chairs of Local Gender Bias and Gender Fairness Committees  
 
Third Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee 
Hon. Rachel L. Kretser, Chair and Patricia Beeler, Vice Chair 
 
Fourth Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee 
Hon. Polly A. Hoye, Chair; Tatiana Coffinger, Vice Chair; Elena Jaffe 
Tastenson, Esq., Vice Chair; Eleanor DeCoursey, Esq., Vice Chair 
 
Fifth Judicial District Committee on Women in the Courts 
Hon. Deborah Karalunas, Chair 
 
Seventh Judicial District Committee Gender Fairness Committee 
Hon. Teresa Johnson, Chair 
 
Eighth Judicial District Gender and Racial Fairness Committee 
Hon. Jeannette Ogden, Chair 
 
Ninth Judicial District Committee to Promote Gender Fairness in the Courts 
Hon. Terry Jane Ruderman, Chair and Hon. Allen Hochberg, Vice-Chair 
 
Suffolk County Women in the Courts Committee 
Hon. Isabel Buse and Beverly Saldivias, Chairs 
 
Gender Fairness Committee of the Twelfth Judicial District,  
Supreme Court Committee 
Hon. Richard Lee Price, Chair and Hon. Josephine Bastone, Vice-Chair 
 
Gender Fairness Committee, New York County, Supreme Court, Civil Term 
Hon. Deborah Kaplan and Gregory Testa, Chairs 
 
Gender Fairness Committee, New York County Criminal Court 
Hon. Melissa A. Crane and Janet M. Curley, Chairs 
 
Kings County Gender Fairness Committee (Supreme Court, Civil Term) 
Hon. Gloria Dabiri, Chair 
 
Kings County Civil Court Gender Fairness Committee 
Hon. Robin Sheares, Chair 
 



New York County Civil Court Gender Fairness Committee 
Hon. Tanya Kennedy (2015), Chair and Hon. Lisa A. Sokoloff, (2016)  
Co-Chair, Yacine Barry-Wun, Co-Chair, Nyiela Barret, Co-Chair 
 
Queens County Criminal Court Matters Gender Fairness Committee 
The Judicial Committee on the Women in the Courts of the Supreme Court 

Civil Term and Criminal Term 

Hon. Marguerite A. Grays and Hon. Marcia Hirsch, Chairs 
 
Staten Island Gender Fairness Committee 
Hon. Barbara I. Panepinto and Hon. Karen A. Wolff, Chairs 
 
Gender Fairness Committee, Bronx County Family Court 
Hon. Carol Sherman, Chair 
 
 
 
 



Chairs of Local Gender Bias and Gender Fairness Committees



  Courts Outside New York City 

 

Third Judicial District Gender 
Fairness Committee  
Hon. Rachel L. Kretser,  
Co-Chair 
Albany City Court, Criminal Part  
1 Morton Avenue  
Albany, NY 12202  
518-453-5520 
RKretser@nycourts.gov  
 
Patricia Beeler, Co-Chair 
Unified Court System (Ret.)  
Rensselaer County Family Court  
1504 Fifth Ave.  
Troy, NY 12180  
518-270-3761  
 
Fourth Judicial District Gender 
Fairness Committee  
Hon. Polly A. Hoye, Chair 
Fulton County Office Building 
Room 216 
223 West Main Street 
Johnstown, NY 12095 
518-736-5691 
PHoye@nycourts.gov 
 
Tatiana Coffinger,  
Vice Chair 
Principal Law Clerk 
Warren County Supreme Court 
1340 State Route 9 
Lake George, NY 12845 
518-761-6547 
TCoffing@nycourts.gov 
 
Elena Jaffe Tastenson, Esq., 
Vice Chair 
376 Broadway, Suite 16 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
518-587-4419 
ejt@ejtlaw.com 
 
Eleanor DeCoursey, Esq., 
Vice Chair 
113 Saratoga Road, Suite 100 
Glenville, NY 12302 
518-399-5400 
edecoursey@gtdlaw.com 
 
Fifth Judicial District 
Committee 
Hon. Deborah Karalunas, Chair 
Supreme Court Justice 
Onondaga County Courthouse 
401 Montgomery Street, 
Room 401 
Syracuse, NY 13202 
315-671-1106 
DKaralun@nycourts.gov 
 
 
 
 

Sixth Judicial District 
Committee  
Hon. Julie A. Campbell, Chair 
Acting Supreme Court Justice 
Cortland County Court 
46 Greenbush Street, STE 301 
Cortland, NY 13045 
607-218-3343 
JACampbe@nycourts.gov 
 
Seventh Judicial District 
Committee 
Hon. Teresa Johnson, Chair 
Rochester City Court 
Hall of Justice 
99 Exchange Blvd. 
Rochester, NY 14614 
585-428-1904 
TJohnson@nycourts.gov 
 
Eighth Judicial District Gender 
& Racial Fairness Committee  
Hon. Jeannette Ogden, Chair 
Buffalo City Court 
550 Delaware Avenue 
Buffalo, NY 14202 
716-845-2647 
eogden@nycourts.gov  
 
Ninth Judicial District 
Committee to Promote Gender 
Fairness in the Courts 
Hon. Terry Jane Ruderman, Chair 
Supreme Court Justice 
111 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd 
White Plains, NY 10601 
914-824-5790 
TRuderma@nycourts.gov 
 
Nassau County Judicial 
Committee on Women in the 
Courts  
Hon. Julianne Capetola, Chair 
Nassau County Family Court 
1200 Old Country Road 
Westbury, NY 11590 
516-493-3860 
JCapetola@nycourts.gov 
 
Suffolk County Women in the 
Courts Committee  
Hon. Isabel Buse, Co-Chair 
Support Magistrate 
Suffolk County Family Court 
John P. Cohalan, Jr. Courthouse 
400 Carleton Ave., Room 222 
Central Islip, NY 11722 
631-853-4838 
IBuse@courts.state.ny.us 
 
Beverly Saldivias, Co-Chair 
Associate Court Clerk  
Suffolk County Supreme Court 
John P. Cohalan, Jr. Courthouse  
400 Carleton Ave.,  
Matrimonial Dept. 
Central Islip, NY 11722 
631-853-7731 
BSaldivi@nycourts.gov 
 
 
 



Courts Within New York City 

 
NYC FAMILY COURT COMMITTEES 
 
Bronx 
Hon. Carol Sherman 
Bronx Family Court  
900 Sheridan Ave.  
Bronx, NY 10451 
718-618-2216  
CRSHERMA@nycourts.gov  
 
New York County  
Vacant 
NY County Family Court  
60 Lafayette Street  
New York, NY 10016  
646-386-5118 
@nycourts.gov 
 
Kings County  
Vacant  
Kings County Family Court 
330 Jay Street  
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
@nycourts.gov 
 
Queens County  
Vacant 
Queens Family Court  
151-20 Jamaica Ave. 
Jamaica, NY 11432 
718-298-0219 
@nycourts.gov  
 
Staten Island  
Hon. Karen A. Wolff  
Richmond County Family Court 
100 Richmond Terrace  
Staten Island, NY 10301  
718-675-8870 
kwolff@nycourts.gov 
 
 
BRONX COMMITTEES 
 
Gender Fairness Committee of the 
Twelfth Judicial District, Supreme 
Court Committee  
Hon. Richard Lee Price, Chair 
Supreme Court Justice 
265 East 161st Street 
Bronx, NY 10451  
718-618-3646 
RPRICE@nycourts.gov 
 
Hon. Josephine Bastone, Vice-Chair  
Court Referee  
851 Grand Concourse  
Bronx, NY 10451  
718-618-1344  
JBastone@nycourts.gov 
 
Bronx County Civil Court Committee  
Hon. Elizabeth Taylor, Co-Chair  
Bronx County Civil Court  
851 Grand Concourse  
Bronx, NY 10451  
718-618-2548  
ETaylor@nycourts.gov 
 
Hon. Eddie J. McShan, Co-Chair  
Bronx County Civil Court  
851 Grand Concourse  
Bronx, NY 10451  
718-618-2540  
EMcShan@nycourts.gov 
 

 

NEW YORK COUNTY COMMITTEES 

Gender Fairness Committee, New 
York County, Supreme Court, Civil 
Term 
Hon. Deborah Kaplan 
Supreme Court 
60 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10007 
646-386-5567 
DKaplan@nycourts.gov 

Gregory Testa, Esq. 
Supreme Court Law Dept. 
60 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10007 
646-386-3617 
GTesta@nycourts.gov 

NY County Civil Court Committee 
Hon. Lisa Sokoloff, Co-Chair 
110 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10013 
646-386-5615 

 LSokolof@nycourts.gov 

Yacine Barry-Wun, Co-Chair  
111 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10013 
646-386-5146 
YBarry@nycourts.gov 

Nyiela Barret, Co-Chair  
111 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10013 
646-386-5429 
NBarret@nycourts.gov 

Gender Bias Committee, NY County, 
Supreme Court, Criminal Term 
Hon. Ellen N. Biben 
Supreme Court 
100 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10013 
646-386-4083 
EBiben@nycourts.gov 

NY County Criminal Court Committee 
Hon. Melissa A. Crane, Co-Chair 
100 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10013 
646-386-4764 
MACrane@nycourts.gov 

Janet M. Curley, Co-Chair 
100 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10013 
JCurley@nycourts.gov
 
 

KINGS COUNTY COMMITTEES 
 
Kings County Gender Fairness 
Committee  
(Supreme Court, Civil Term)  
Hon. Gloria Dabiri  
360 Adams Street, Room 370  
Brooklyn, NY 11201  
347-296-1536  
GDabiri@nycourts.gov 
 
Kings County Civil Court Committee 
Hon. Robin Sheares  
Kings County Civil Court  
141 Livingston Street  
Brooklyn, NY 11201  
347-404-9077  
RSheares@nycourts.gov 
 
Kings County Criminal Court 
Committee  
Hon. Dena Douglas  
Criminal Court  
120 Schermerhorn Street  
Brooklyn, NY 11201  
347-404-9483  
DDouglas@nycourts.gov 
 
 
QUEENS COUNTY COMMITTEES  
 
Queens County, Supreme Court, Civil 
& Criminal Terms Committee  
Hon. Marguerite A. Grays  
Supreme Court  
88-11 Sutphin Blvd.  
Jamaica, NY 11435  
718-298-1212  
MGrays@nycourts.gov 
 
Hon. Marcia Hirsch, Co-Chair  
Queens Supreme Court  
125-01 Queens Blvd.  
Kew Gardens, NY 11415  
718-298-1435  
MHirsch@nycourts.gov  
 
Richmond County Committee  
Hon. Barbara I. Panepinto  
Supreme Court Justice  
18 Richmond Terrace  
Staten Island, NY 10301  
718-876-6424  
BPanepin@nycourts.gov 
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Hon. Rachel L. Kretser, Chair 
 

Patricia Beeler, Vice Chair 



Third Judicial District Gender Fairness’ Committee 
 

Chair(s):  Hon. Rachel Kretser, Chair and Patricia Beeler UCS (Ret), Vice Chair 
Members – Attached 
Counties Served:  Albany, Columbia, Green, Rensselaer, Schoharie, Sullivan, Ulster 
 
 

2015 Meetings 
 

Dates of Meetings:  1/22, 5/7, 5/22, 6/22, 9/3 and several additional Conference Call meetings 

Average Attendance:   10 - 15 
Do you use Videoconferencing?  Yes 
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop 

computer?  Yes 

 
2015 Special Events 

 
Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 2015:  A three-hour program on the link 

between animal cruelty and domestic violence was presented to kickoff Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month.  The Committee worked in coordination with the Capital District Women’s 

Bar Association, The Legal Project, Mohawk Hudson Humane Society, NYS Office for the 

Prevention of Domestic Violence, NYS Animal Protection Federation, Albany Law School, Albany 

County Bar Association, the Mayor’s Alliance for NYC’s Animals, Empire Justice Center, and New 

York State Bar Association.  Speakers included: Albany County District Attorney David Soares; 

Albany County Sheriff Craig Apple; Albany Deputy Police Chief Robert Sears. Speakers and 

Panelists: Hon. Rachel Kretser, Chair of the Third Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee; 

Gwen Wright, Executive Director of the NYS Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence; 

Christine Mott, Esq., Member and Past Chair, Animal Law Committee of NYC Bar Association; 

Member, NYS Council of the Humane Society; Libby Post, Executive Director of the NYS Animal 

Protection Federation; Brad Shear, Executive Director of the Mohawk Hudson Humane Society.  

The program was also simulcast to New York City.  About 200 people attended in Albany and by 

simulcast in NYC.  You can find the program and program material online at 

http://www.nysba.org/DVACmaterials.  Judge Kretser discussed the program in an Amici 

podcast with John Caher.  The transcript is attached.  Judge Kretser also published an article in 

the New York Law Journal on this topic. 

Activities for Women's History Month 2015:  Co-sponsored an event with the CDWBA Diversity 

and Gender Fairness Committee and the Legal Project.  The program included a panel discussion 

on and the film screening of The Mask You Live In, the 2015 released film produced by the Miss 

Representation Project, which focuses on how we, as a society, can raise a healthier generation 

http://www.nysba.org/DVACmaterials


of boys and young men. The film follows boys and young men as they struggle to stay true to 

themselves while negotiating America's narrow definition of masculinity.  About 60 people 

attended. 

 
Other Special Events or Activities in 2015:  Presentation on gender related issues presented by 

Marc Levine, Chair of the Gay/Straight Alliance of the New York State Courts.  The Alliance was 

founded by Marc Levine to promote openness in the court system for litigants, staff, and 

employees.  He spoke to the committee about how he had personally been discriminated 

against by his bureau chief while working in the court system and how this motivated him to 

found the Alliance.  The Gay/Straight Alliance promotes an atmosphere where both gays and 

straights come together to be supportive and inclusive.   About 24 people attended. 

Special Event Marketing 
 

How were your special events advertised or marketed?  Email, Mail, Flyer, Op Ed pieces and 
local press both journalistic and audio/visual 
Who and how many attended?  Committee members, lawyers, DV advocates, animal shelter 
executive directors, public officials and law enforcement professionals as well as court system 
employees  
Was there any press before or after?  Yes, before, during, and after 
 

Future Plans 
 

What are your plans for 2016?   
Women’s History Month:  An Op Ed piece is being submitted to the Times Union by Chair 
Kretser, containing a tribute to Hon. Judith Kaye and honoring the women judicial pioneers in 
the Third Judicial District. It is likely other media sources will reprint this important piece. 
 
What is your projected meeting schedule for 2016? 1/8/2016, 3/10/16, other dates TBD 
 

Concerns 
 

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2016?
Immigration and Human Trafficking 

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a 
subgroup of women? Child care centers availability and accessibility, supervised visitation, 
breastfeeding space, and Language access/interpreters (availability, quality, or general usage of 
interpreters, both within and outside of the courtroom)

Do you see unmet training needs? Diversity, human trafficking issues, language barriers. 

 



 

Educational Programs and Projects

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the 
courthouse? Human Trafficking Issues, Immigration Issues, Dilemmas in Legal Representation, 
Civil Legal Services and DV Representation and Improved Communication among the different 
attorneys and advocacy representatives; including what is and is not possible to communicate 
but how to proceed with effective representation by all parties. 

Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose? Yes 
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real- 
time on your desktop computer? Possibly
 

Collaboration

 
 

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? Yes. 
Capital District Women’s Bar Association, Albany County Bar, NYS Bar Association, NY City Bar 
Association, The Legal Project, Unity House, Equinox, NYS Office for the Prevention of Domestic 
Violence 
Is there anything else you would like to submit? Yes, Times Union Op-Ed and Program Flyers 
are attached.

  



Third Judicial District
Gender Fairness Committee

ALBANY COUNTY

Lisa A Frisch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 435-1770
Executive Director FAX (518) 435-1773
The Legal Project E-Mail: lfrisch@legalproject.org 
24 Aviation Road
Albany, New York 12205

Hon. Helena Heath . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 453-4640 Ext 3
Albany City Court Judge FAX (518) 447-8778
City Hall - Room 203 E-Mail: hheath@nycourts.gov 
Albany, New York 12207

Sheila Horton, Court Analyst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 285-8902
Albany County Commissioner of Jurors FAX: (518) 436-3984
Albany County Judicial Center E-Mail: shorton@nycourts.gov
6 Lodge Street - Room 107
Albany, New York 12207

Michael J. Hutter, Esq. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 445-2360 Ext 360
Albany Sub Committee Chair FAX: (518) 445-2315
80 New Scotland Avenue E-Mail: mhutt@albanylaw.edu 
Albany, New York 12208

Hon. Rachel L. Kretser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 453-5520
Albany City Court - Criminal Part FAX: (518) 447-8778
1 Morton Avenue E-Mail: rkretser@nycourts.gov 
Albany, New York 12202

Joanne Macri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 486-2028
Director of Regional Initiatives         FAX: (518) 
NYS Office of Indigent Legal Services E-Mail: joanne.macri@ils.ny.gov
80 South Swan St - 29th Fl         
Albany, New York 12210

Rika Murray, Esq. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 285-8690
Albany Family Court, Support Magistrate FAX: (518) 462-4240
30 Clinton Avenue E-Mail: rmurray1@nycourts.gov
Albany, New York 12207

Sarah Rogerson, Esq . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 445-2328
Associate Professor of Law    
Albany Law School E-Mail: sroge@albanylaw.edu
Law Clinic & Justice Center  
80 New Scotland Ave 
Albany NY 12208
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ALBANY COUNTY

Lorraine I. Remo, Esq. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 776-2350
8 Woodside Drive E-Mail: lremo@nycap.rr.com
Albany, New York 12208

Hon. Christina Ryba . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 285- 8916
Supreme Court Judge
Albany County Courthouse E-Mail: cryba@nycourts.gov
16 Eagle St - Room 401
Albany, New York 12207

Hon. Leslie E. Stein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 285-8939
Appellate Division Justice, Third Department FAX: (518) 434-5980
16 Eagle St - Room 269 E-Mail: lstein@nycourts.gov 
Albany, New York 12207

Matthew Side, Esq. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 285-8986
Chambers of Hon. William E. McCarthy FAX: (518) 487-5155 
Albany County Courthouse E-Mail: mside@nycourts.gov 
16 Eagle Street - Room 271
Albany, New York 12207

COLUMBIA COUNTY

Chris McMurray, Deputy Chief Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 267-3150
Columbia County Multi-Bench Courts FAX: (518) 267-3126
Columbia County Courthouse E-Mail: cmcmurra@nycourts.gov 
Hudson, New York 12534

Virginia Benedict, Esq. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 828-9444
c/o Rapport, Meyers, LLP     FAX: (518) 751-2022
436 Union Street         E-Mail:  Vbenedict@rapportmyers.com
Hudson, New York 12534

GREENE COUNTY

Edward Kaplan, Esq. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 263-5077
P.O. Box 155 FAX: (518) 263-5077
Hunter, New York 12442 E-Mail: edkap2002@yahoo.com

Brenda VanDermark, Chief Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 625-3181
Greene County Family Court FAX: (518) 943-1864
320 Main Street E-Mail: bvanderm@nycourts.gov
Catskill, New York 12414
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RENSSELAER COUNTY

Hon. Andrew Ceresia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 285-6122
Rensselaer County Court Judge FAX: (518) 271-1047
80 Second Street E-Mail: aceresia@nycourts.gov 
Troy, New York 12180

Karen DeBenedetto, Chief Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 453-5915
Troy City Court FAX: 274-2816
51 State Street E-Mail: kdebened@nycourts.gov 
Troy, New York 12180

Hon. Jill Kehn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 453-5900/453-5598
Troy City/Acting Family Court Judge FAX: (518) 
51 State St/Family Law Center @ 5th Ave E-Mail: jkehn@nycourts.gov 
Troy, New York 12180

Patrica Beeler, Retired Chief Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 281-7395
30 Dover Dr  (518) 439-7793 
Delmar NY 12054 E-Mail: pbeeler1@nycap.rr.com

SCHOHARIE COUNTY 

F. Christian Spies, Chief Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 453-8684
Schoharie County Courts,        FAX: (518) 295-7226 
Wright Town Court Justice E-Mail: cspies@nycourts.gov 
P .O. Box 669
Schoharie, New York 12157

SULLIVAN COUNTY

Karen Linen, Esq. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (845) 807-0663
Sullivan County Supreme Court FAX:  (845) 794-0199
Sullivan County Government Center E-Mail: klinen@nycourts.gov 
100 North Street
Monticello, New York 12701

ULSTER COUNTY

Hon. Christopher Cahill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (845) 340-3225
Supreme Court Justice FAX: (518) 845-5155
Ulster County Courthouse E-Mail: ccahill@nycourts.gov
285 Wall Street
Kingston, New York 12401
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ADMINISTRATION

Thomas A Breslin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 285-8300
Third Judicial District Administrative Judge FAX: (518) 426-1604
2500 Pond View, Suite 210                 E-Mail: tbreslin@nycourts.gov 
Castleton-On-Hudson, NY 12033

Beth Diebel, Esq . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 285-8300
Third Judicial District Executive            FAX: (518) 426-1604
2500 Pond View, Suite 210                 E-Mail: bdiebel@nycourts.gov 
Castleton-On-Hudson, NY 12033

John Caher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (518) 453-8669
Sr. Advisor for Strategic Communications FAX: (518) 453-8683
New York State Office of Court Administration E-Mail: jcaher@nycourts.gov
4 Empire State Plaza - Suite 2001

                                                                                        
                              

Updated: January 8, 2016



Wednesday, September 30, 2015, 2:00 – 5:00 p.m.
New York State Bar Association Center

1 Elk Street, Albany, NY

NO FEE 
Light refreshments will be served.

3.0 MCLE credits available: 2.0 Professional and 1.0 credits of Ethics 
MCLE  credits provided by Empire Justice Center

Presented by Third Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee, in coordination with the Capital District Women’s Bar Associ-
ation, The Legal Project, Mohawk Hudson Humane Society, NYS Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence, NYS Animal 
Protection Federation, Albany Law School, Albany County Bar Association, the Mayor’s Alliance for NYC’s Animals, Empire 

Justice Center, and New York State Bar Association.

Among both animal rights advocates and those committed to protecting people from violence in the home, there is a growing 
awareness of the connection between animal abuse and domestic violence.  Animal abuse is often a predicator and an indicator 
crime for domestic violence, elder abuse and child maltreatment.  One recent study found that 71% of pet guardians entering 
a domestic violence shelter told of an abuser who had harmed or killed a family pet, frequently as a method of exerting con-
trol—a cruel demonstration of “what could happen” to the person.  

The Connection Between Domestic Violence and Animal Cruelty will address how to recognize the continuum of criminal 
conduct against animals and people, and will identify the appropriate organizational resources. 

Registration is available through the Albany County Bar Association:
www.albanycountybar.com/DVandAnimalCrueltyCLE  If you have questions regarding the program content,  
please contact Lisa Frisch, Executive Director, The Legal Project, by email at: lfrisch@legalproject.org.

Who should attend:
 This program will be geared to attorneys, both from a defense 

and a prosecutorial perspective, but will also be broadly designed 
to be useful to law students, law enforcement personnel, and 
those in the domestic violence and animal abuse communities.

Speakers include:
• Jed Painter, Counsel to the Nassau District Attorney
• Stacy Wolf, Esq., Senior Vice President, Anti-Cruelty Group, 

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
• Gwen Wright, Executive Director of NYS Office for the Preven-

tion of Domestic Violence

Additional panelists include:
• Christine Mott, Esq., Member and Past Chair, Animal Law 

Committee of the NYC Bar Association; Member, NYS Council 
of the Humane Society of the US

• Libby Post, Executive Director of NYS Animal Protection Federation
• Brad Shear, Executive Director of the Mohawk Hudson  

Humane Society

 Seminar will be moderated by the Honorable Rachel 
Kretser, Chair of the Third Judicial District Gender 
Fairness Committee.

Domestic Violence Awareness Month Kickoff CLE: 

The Connection Between Domestic  
Violence and Animal Cruelty









OP ED: September/October 2015 By Chair Kretser: 

A growing body of evidence shows an undeniable link between animal cruelty and domestic 

abuse; yet our laws and our society have so far failed to keep pace and failed to adequately 

address what we now know is a gateway crime. 

We know that animal abusers are five times more likely than others to harm humans. We know 

that 69 percent of abused women delayed leaving the home due to fear of leaving the pet 

behind. We know that half of domestic violence victims who remain in violent households do so 

out of fear for their pets. We know that perpetrators of domestic violence frequently harm or 

threaten to harm a pet to demonstrate their power and control, to isolate the victim, to 

perpetuate an environment of fear and intimidation, to prevent the victim from leaving or 

coerce her to return, and to punish the victim for leaving or showing any sign of independence. 

Caseworkers in domestic violence shelters report incidents of emotional blackmail such as, “He 

killed the ferret just to scare us.” “He beheaded the parakeet because she was singing.” 

“Because I was getting home late, he put my cat in the microwave.” “I went back because he 

mailed me the ears of my dog that he had cut off.” 

As an Albany City Court judge handling criminal matters, I encounter such cases from time to 

time (although my colleague, Judge William A.Carter, is the Domestic Violence Court Judge) and 

have grown increasingly concerned over the connection between animal cruelty and domestic 

abuse. In New York State, animal cruelty is usually prosecuted as a misdemeanor offense, 

normally punishable by no more than a year in jail and a $1,000 fine. 

At a recent Domestic Violence Awareness Month kick-off event sponsored by the Third Judicial 

District Gender Fairness Committee, which I am privileged to chair, a diverse group of experts 

explored the animal cruelty/domestic violence connection and shared their insights and 

experiences (see “Domestic, Animal Abusers Linked,” Times Union, Sept. 30). Nearly 200 judges, 

prosecutors, defense attorneys, caseworkers and law enforcement officers attended the 

program, gaining invaluable insight on how to secure justice for the two and four-legged victims 

of abuse. The Gender Fairness Committee was pleased to partner with the Governor’s Office for 

the Prevention of Domestic Violence, the N. Y. S. Bar, Albany County Bar and Women’s Bar 

Associations, the Legal Project, Albany Law School, and other stakeholders, in presenting this 

valuable seminar.  Hopefully it will be a catalyst, encouraging more effective court-community 

responses. 



First, we need increased reporting and cross-reporting of incidents of animal cruelty so that 

authorities in various disciplines — law enforcement, social service, etc. — are aware of a 

perpetrator’s penchant for animal abuse. If, for example, a caseworker handling domestic 

violence learns of animal abuse, that abuse should be reported separately and prosecuted 

separately. Likewise, if a caseworker in the animal community learns of domestic abuse, that 

incident should be reported immediately as well. Domestic violence thrives on silence.  

Second, we need to step up our efforts to ensure the protection of companion animals, so that 

a victim need not be in a position of compromising their own safety to ensure the safety of a 

beloved pet. The Mohawk Hudson Humane Society has a “foster” program it established in 

conjunction with local domestic violence shelters. This program is a great start as it enables 

victims to leave their abuser, knowing that their pets will be safe and cared for until they find 

new housing.  

And finally, in appropriate cases, we in the Judiciary need to issue orders protecting pets and/or 

removing pets from abusive owners.  Legislation authorizing such orders of protection was 

passed several years ago. 

Each October we recognize Domestic Violence Awareness Month. But DV awareness is not a 

one-month-a-year concern; it’s a 24/7 concern. Only by shining a bright light on the issues that 

surround this crime, and exploring its causes and early warning signs (such as animal cruelty)—

and doing so every day—can we hope to bring relief and sanctuary to the millions of victims. 

Hon. Rachel L. Kretser 

Albany, N.Y. 
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John Caher: Welcome to Amici, news and insight for the New York Judiciary and 
Unified Court System. Our guest today is the Honorable Rachel Kretser, a 
judge of the Albany City Criminal Court and chair of the Third Judicial 
District Gender Fairness Committee. The Committee, in coordination with 
the Capital District Women's Bar Association's Legal Project, the New 
York State Bar Association, Mohawk Hudson Humane Society, the New 
York State Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence and the New 
York State Animal Protection Federation, as well as Albany Law School, 
the Albany County Bar Association and the Mayor's Alliance for New York 
City's Animals, is presenting a program this fall on the connection 
between domestic violence and animal cruelty. Judge, thank you for 
speaking with us today. 

Judge Kretser: My pleasure. 

John Caher: First, could you just tell us what the September 30th program is all 
about? 

Judge Kretser: It's about the connection between animal abuse and domestic violence. 
There are numerous studies showing a connection. The studies include a 
2012 study finding that 69 percent of abused women delayed leaving the 
home due to fear of leaving their pet behind, a 2007 study showing 
batterers who abuse their pets are more controlling and more 
dangerous. Seventy one percent of women in DV shelters told of an 
abuser who had harmed or killed a family pet.  

Animal abuse is also often a gateway crime. It's an indicator of future 
violence towards people, particularly those who are vulnerable, like 
children, women and the elderly. There are so many examples. Some of 
the most horrific, of course, are the Jeffrey Dahmers, the serial killers. 
There are so many who started by abusing animals. We even have a local 
sadistic killer who pops to mind. Frederick Hunt in 1985 committed a 
brutal murder of a 13-year-old child. 

John Caher: I remember it well. 

Judge Kretser: Yes. I don't know if I want to go into the details of that horrible killing, but 
the child suffered terribly and it turned out that Hunt had a prior history 
of abusing cats. In fact, according to news reports, he was very proud of 
that and called himself the “King of the Cats” for torturing and killing cats. 
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John Caher: Why do batterers abuse animals?  

Judge Kretser: The New York State Office of the Prevention of Domestic Violence, which 
is a co-sponsor of our program, lists on its website a number of reasons—
to demonstrate power and control over the family, to isolate the victim 
and the children, to enforce submission, to perpetuate an environment 
of fear, to prevent the victim from leaving or to coerce her to return, to 
punish the victim for leaving or showing any independence. 

John Caher: It sounds like the batterer uses a pet as leverage, almost like a hostage. 

Judge Kretser: Yes. We heard of comments from women living in domestic violence 
shelters such as, “He killed the ferret just to scare us.” “He beheaded the 
parakeet because she was singing.” “It amused him to torture the cats.” 
“Because I was getting home late, he put my cat in the microwave.” “I 
went back because he mailed me the ears of my dog that he had cut off.” 
Those are some of the things that caseworkers in domestic violence 
shelters have reported. 

John Caher: But until and unless it escalates into domestic violence, how much can be 
done? What can be done about someone who is beheading the parakeet 
or microwaving the cat? 

Judge Kretser: First of all, we need increased reporting. That is a serious problem, lack of 
reporting. The first preventative measure also would be to take these 
cases more seriously once they are reported. When animal abuse is 
ignored or minimized, it often escalates to humans. We also should have 
greater cross training among community agencies. Multidisciplinary 
teams are much more effective than isolated people trying to deal with 
this. Cross reporting—there should be more protocols for reporting 
abuse if, for example, a caseworker handling domestic violence learns of 
animal abuse. That should be reported separately and can be separately 
prosecuted. Likewise, if a caseworker in the animal community learns of 
other forms of abuse, those should be reported immediately. 

John Caher: What sort of preventative measures can a judge take if all the judge has 
before her is an animal cruelty, which may well escalate into domestic 
abuse, but hasn't yet? Are there social programs? Are there referrals? Is 
there something you can do? 

Judge Kretser: Yes. In terms of social programs, of course there are social programs and 
anger management programs and so forth. But the penalty is only jail for 
up to year or a fine of $1,000. In other words, when you're dealing 
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primarily with misdemeanor penalties, it's difficult to get people into 
treatment. We do sometimes try that, though. 

My cases often go to jury trial. Because I take these cases very seriously, I 
typically do not accept plea offers in an animal abuse case that don't 
involve some jail time. I think that the district attorney's office takes 
them pretty seriously also and I rarely see plea offers that don't involve 
some jail time.  

 I think that defense attorneys sometimes make the mistake of thinking 
that juries won't take these cases seriously. But the juries I have had get 
it. They understand. In fact, in voir dire, we find that almost all of them 
have a pet now or have owned a pet at some point in their lives and that 
the pet is part of their family. So they get it and they have no problem 
finding defendants guilty in these cases. Again, the problem is the lack of 
reporting. We need greater reporting. 

John Caher: Off hand, I don't recall if Fred Hunt's abuse of animals had been reported. 
Again, we're talking a long time ago. I think that was maybe in the late 
eighties or early nineties, and I think we've learned a lot since then. But I 
don't know that at the time the red flags that should have been raised 
would have been raised. 

Judge Kretser: Yes, and I think we're learning every day. One of the reasons we're doing 
this program, of course, is to raise public awareness and to raise 
awareness among the law enforcement agencies. 

John Caher: How long and when did you become aware of it? 

Judge Kretser: My interest in domestic violence goes way back. In fact, I'm a founding 
member of the Legal Project. The Domestic Violence Legal Project was 
founded by the Women's Bar the year that I was President of the State 
Women's Bar. Through that involvement with domestic violence issues, I 
became aware of the connection. I've also always been interested in 
issues surrounding animals. But the domestic violence connection goes 
way back for me. Of course, I do see it occasionally in my court.  

 Now, I'm not the domestic violence judge, if you will. We have a separate 
DV part in the Albany City Criminal Court and the judge for that part is 
Judge William Carter. But Judge Carter has made me aware of cases 
involving domestic violence and animal abuse, one of which, in fact, he's 
going to do a sentencing at the end of this month of a person who plead 
to both domestic violence and animal abuse. The animal abuse part 
involved hitting a little dog, a tiny dog, several times and raising it up in 
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the air over head and throwing it to the ground. The defendant will be 
doing eight months in jail for that. Now, one might ask, why not longer? 
The maximum penalty is $1,000 dollars or a year in jail, for most animal 
abuse cases. There is also a felony provision, but felony level animal 
abuse is more difficult to prove. If convicted of the felony, a defendant 
can be sentenced to five years.  

John Caher: Mm-hmm. Even having them in custody for eight months, at least there's 
an opportunity there to perhaps deal with some of the anger 
management issues and maybe flush it out a little bit and maybe prevent 
future problems. 

Judge Kretser: Exactly. 

John Caher: Back to the September 30th program, where will that be held? 

Judge Kretser: That will be held at the New York State Bar Center, One Elk Street in 
Albany. It's very conveniently located in downtown Albany right next to 
the courthouses and it accommodates up to 200 people. So far we have 
thirty five registered and it's still seven weeks away. I think that number 
will probably triple. 

John Caher: I'm sure it will. How do people sign up? Is there a fee? 

Judge Kretser: No fee. I'm very pleased to say that there is no fee and I should say that 
that is due to the kindness of our co-sponsors—the State Bar, the Albany 
County Bar, the Legal Project have all donated their services, their space, 
refreshments, all to allow us to offer this program free of charge. In 
addition to attorneys, this program is open to domestic violence 
caseworkers, animal abuse case workers, law enforcement personnel. If 
we were to charge money, that would be a significant barrier for some of 
the people we're hoping to attract. 

John Caher: I'm sure it would. What will go on at the event? Who are the speakers? 

Judge Kretser: We have a wonderful panel. I will be moderating and the panel includes 
Gwen Wright, the Executive Director of the New York State Office for the 
Prevention of Domestic Violence; Stacy Wolf, Senior Vice President for 
the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, the 
ASPCA; Jed Painter is council to the Nassau District Attorney. He was 
recommended as leading authority on this subject by the District 
Attorney's Association, and Christine Mott, Chair of the Animal Law 
Committee of the New York City Bar Association and a Member of the 
State Council of the Humane Society. Libby Post, our own local person, is 
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Executive Director of the New York State Animal Protection Federation. 
And last but definitely not least is Brad Shear, the Executive Director of 
the Mohawk Hudson Humane Society.  

 Incidentally, the Mohawk Hudson Humane Society has set up a program 
in conjunction with the local DV shelters to shelter pets. That enables 
victims to leave their abusers, knowing that their pets will be cared for 
until they can find new housing that will allow them to take their pets 
back. They do that through fostering of the pets. Brad Shear has been 
very helpful in that regard. 

John Caher: That's quite a lineup. If someone needs more information or is interested 
in attending, how do they sign up? 

Judge Kretser: The Albany County Bar Association has graciously agreed to take 
reservations for this program, which by the way offers three continuing 
legal education credits, one of which is ethics. Ethics credits are very 
popular among the State Bar.  

The Albany County Bar will take registrations either at their phone 
number of 518-445-7691 or on their website. If you want additional 
information, you can also check the Albany County Bar website, the New 
York State Bar website, the Capital District Women's Bar websites—all 
contain information about this program. You can also call Lisa Frisch, 
Executive Director of The Legal Project. That's another person who has 
been just fabulous in helping to put this program together. She's at 
lfrisch@legalproject.org and you can even call me. My number at the 
courts is 518-453-5520. Please don't call me to register, just call if you 
have any questions. 

John Caher: Got it. Got it. Okay. Thanks so much for your time, Judge. This is 
fascinating program. 

Judge Kretser: Thank you so much, John. Always a pleasure and I appreciate very much 
the opportunity to get the word out.  

John Caher: Thank you for listening to this edition of Amici. If you have a suggestion 
for a topic on Amici, call John Caher, 518-453-8669 or send him a note at 
Jcaher@nycourts.gov. In the meantime, stay tuned.  
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Fourth Judicial District Committee on Women in the Courts 

 

Chair:  Hon. Polly A. Hoye, Fulton County Acting Supreme Court Justice 

Members:  Tatiana Coffinger, Court Attorney, Warren County; Elena Jaffe Tastensen, Private 

Attorney, Saratoga County; Eleanor DeCoursey, Private Attorney, Schenectady County 

Counties Served:  Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, Montgomery, St. Lawrence, 

Saratoga, Schenectady, Warren, Washington 

 

 2015 Meetings 
Dates of Meetings:  No in person meetings; communication via email due to distance (30+ miles 

apart)

Average Attendance:  NA 
Do you use Video Conferencing?  No 
Would it be useful for members to meet through a video conference from their desktop 

computer?  Yes 
Areas of success during 2015 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias and 

gender fairness in the courts:  Our district, traditionally underserved with women, has seen a 

significant increase in women judges, with 4 being elected in 2015 to Supreme, County/ 

Surrogate, Family and City Courts.

 

2015 Special Events 

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month: 

 DV Awareness Walk & Wear Purple, October 22, 2015, Johnstown, NY [see attached];  

 "Girls' Night Out, Girlfriends Helping Girlfriends", Funds & Awareness Raiser for 

Wellspring (DV and Rape Crisis provider), October 29, 2015, Saratoga Springs, NY.                                   
 

Activities for Women's History Month: 

"Women's Symposium: Our History is our Strength", sponsored by ECS Women's Consortium; 

Johnstown, NY, March 21, 2015 [see attached]; 
 

Essay Contest:  Gloversville-Johnstown branch of AAUW scholarship, April, 2015: Suggested 

topic: "Elizabeth Cady Stanton: Why do you feel the Work She Did is Important for Women, and 

How Might it Help You Personally?", open to female high school students pursuing college [see 

attached news article]. 

 

 

 

 



Other Special Events or Activities in 2015:   

 Fulton County: The Elizabeth Cady Stanton Women's Consortium sponsored an event for 

each month in 2015 to commemorate the 200th birthday of Mrs. Stanton [see attached 

list of events and news articles]. 

 "Finding Peace Amid the Chaos", luncheon & Keynote Speaker, Tanya Brown (sister of 

Nicole Brown-Simpson), April 20, 2015, Johnstown, NY [in connection with National 

Crime Victim Awareness Week, see attached flyer]. 

 Saratoga County:  Adirondack Women's Bar Assn: "Go Red for Women", February 12, 

2015. 

 September 26, 2015: 5th Annual Purple Pooch Parade, to bring attention to the role of 

pets in DV situations and to highlight DVRC's Safe Pets Partnership. 

 November 17, 2015: Dinner to recognize 5 year history of the "Legal Aid Clinic to Aid 

Survivors of Domestic Violence", and the attorney volunteers who participated 

(Adirondack Women's Bars Assn). 

 

Special Event Marketing 

How were your special events advertised or marketed?  Email, Mail, Flyer 
 

Who and how many attended?  Varied 
 

Was there any press before or after?  Yes, attached. 

 

Future Plans 

What are your plans for 2016? 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month program 

What is your projected meeting schedule for 2016?  Now that the court system has Skype for 

Business, we are hoping that it will make communications easier, as we are spread out in the 

largest judicial district (geographically).  One of our co-chairs has recently resigned and we are 

waiting for our Administrative Judge to appoint someone new.

 

Concerns 

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2015?   
 

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a 

subgroup of women?  Child Care Centers and supervised visitation. 
 

Do you see unmet training needs?  No 

 

 



Educational Programs and Projects 

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn sessions from 1:00-2:00 in the 

courthouse?   
 

Would online viewing or video conferencing be a useful tool for this purpose?  Yes 
 

Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real 

time on your desktop computer?  Yes 

 

Collaboration 

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 

Bar Associations, Domestic Violence Organizations, and Sexual Assault Organizations 
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Fifth Judicial District Committee on Women in the Courts 

 

Chair:  Hon. Deborah H. Karalunas, J.S.C. 

Members:  Hannah Arterian (Dean, Syracuse University College of Law); Christine M. Barry, Esq. 

(Support Magistrate); Fran Ciardullo, Esq. (Private practitioner); Timothy J. Fennell, Esq. (Private 

practitioner); Cindy Granger, Esq. (Private practitioner); Mary Iocovozzi, Esq. (Lewis County 

Attorney’s Office); Loretta Kilpatrick, Esq. (Principal Law Clerk to Hon. Donald Greenwood); 

Bonnie Gail Levy, Esq. (Assistant Attorney General); Maureen Maney, Esq. (Private practitioner; 

Former President WBASNY); Doren Norfleet, Esq. (Private practitioner); Hon. Michelle Pirro 

Bailey (Family Court Judge); Lisa A. Proven, Esq. (Private practitioner); Graceanne Snyder Quinn, 

Esq. (Private practitioner); Sandra Sabourin, Esq. (Principal Law Clerk to Hon. Deborah H. 

Karalunas); Kurt R. Sherman, Esq. (Principal Law Clerk to Hon. Martha Walsh Hood); Hon. James 

C. Tormey (Administrative Judge, Fifth Judicial District); Lucia Whisenand, Esq. (Private 

practitioner) 

Counties Served:  Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, Oneida, Onondaga, Oswego 

 

2015 Meetings 

Date of Meetings:  February 5, 2015; April 23, 2015; December 10, 2015 
 

Do you use Video Conferencing?  No 
 

Would it be useful for members to meet through a video conference from their desktop 

computer?  Yes 
 

Areas of success during 2015 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias and 

gender fairness in the courts:  Together with the Central New York Women's Bar Association, we 

completed a documentary on Karen DeCrow.  The documentary can be viewed on YouTube at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=7S_tExImNyM&app=desktop.  

 

2015 Special Events 
Activities for Women's History Month:  Public showing of Karen DeCrow documentary 

 

Special Event Marketing 
How were your special events advertised or marketed?  Email, Mail, and Flyer 
Who and how many attended?  Women and men from upstate New York including judges, 
lawyers and laypeople. 
Was there any press before or after?  No 
 

 

 



Future Plans 

What are your plans for 2016?  Together with the Central New York Women's Bar Association 

and the National Women's Law Student Association Chapter at Syracuse University College of 

Law on February 18, 2016 we are holding the first Karen DeCrow Lecture Series featuring Sarah 

Feingold, General Counsel at Etsy. 

What is your projected meeting schedule for 2016?  February, April, September, and December 

 

Collaboration 

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 

Bar Associations and Colleges 



 

The Central New York Women's Bar Association, 
The National Women's Law Student Association at Syracuse University College of Law, 

and the Fifth Judicial District Women in the Courts Committee 

are proud to announce the inaugural 

Karen DeCrow Lecture 
with Sarah Feingold, Counsel at Etsy, Inc. 

 

February 18, 2016 
5:00 to 8:00 pm 

 

Melanie Gray Ceremonial Courtroom, 
Dineen Hall  

Syracuse University College of Law 
950 Irving Avenue 

Syracuse, NY 13244 
 

To register, visit http://bit.do/DeCrow 
or contact cnywba@gmail.com 

 

The Karen DeCrow Lecture Series was created to promote the values that Karen strived to advance throughout her 
life, including gender equality, human rights, and social justice.  We hope you will join us for this exciting event! 



 
 

 
Program 

 
W

elcom
ing Rem

arks 
Julia Martin 

President, Central New York W
omen's Bar Association 

 
Mem

orial Karen DeCrow Film
 

 
Introduction of Karen DeCrow Lecture Speaker 

Colleen Gibbons 
President, National W

omen's Law Student Association 
Chapter at Syracuse University College of Law 

 
Karen DeCrow Lecture 

Sarah Feingold, Esq. 
Counsel, Etsy, Inc. 

 
Closing Rem

arks 
Julia Martin 

   
Following the close of the program, please join us in the 
Dineen Hall Atrium for a reception with champagne and 

sweets in honor of Karen. 

Karen DeCrow was a writer, a lawyer and a tireless campaigner 
for women’s rights. Karen consistently challenged the ways 
women and men view their roles in society and in the family. In 
her own words, Karen’s ultimate vision was “a world where the 
gender of a baby will have little or no relevance to future pursuits 
or pleasures.” 
 Karen graduated from the Syracuse University College of Law in 
1972, the only female graduate with her class.  She served as 
President of the National Organization for W

omen (“NOW
”) and 

was the first female candidate for Mayor of the City of Syracuse. 
Karen also co-founded CNYW

BA and helped to organize the 
W

omen's Bar Association of the State of New York.  In her 
private practice, Karen promoted gender equality by securing 
diaper changing facilities at airports for men, developing non-
sexist curricula in schools, and securing the right of females to 
participate on an equal basis in school and club athletics.   
 Karen passed away on June 6, 2014 at the age of 76.

Born an artist, Sarah Feingold decided that the best way to 
protect creative folk like herself was to go to Syracuse University 
College of Law. She currently serves as Counsel of Etsy, Inc. 
(etsy.com) and specializes in intellectual property, business and 
ecommerce law. W

hen she’s not practicing law, she’s speaking 
or writing about legal issues (Sarah penned the ebook 
“Copyright for Artists”) or she’s hammering silver in her tiny 
Brooklyn apartment kitchen (feingoldjewelry.com).  
 Sarah speaks regularly on issues including social 
entrepreneurism, alternative legal careers, feminism, and 
intellectual property law.  Sarah has also been featured by 
W

hole Living magazine (a Martha Stewart publication).   
 For more information about Sarah, please visit her website 
(http://www.sarahfeingold.com/).
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Seventh Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee 
 

Hon. Teresa Johnson, Chair 



 Seventh Judicial District Gender Fairness committee 

Chair: Hon. Teresa D. Johnson, Acting County Court Judge, Supervising Judge, City Courts, 
Seventh Judicial District 
Members – Attached 
Counties Served: Cayuga, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Seneca, Steuben, Wayne, Yates 

 2015 Meetings 

Dates of Meetings: March 18, May 20, July 15, November 12 
Average Attendance: 5 
Do you use Videoconferencing? No 
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop 

computer?  Yes 
Areas of success during 2015 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias and 

gender fairness in the courts:  We have focused on reinvigorating our Committee and re- 
evaluating our goals.  We have also targeted additional members to invite to expand our reach 

and increase involvement.

 
2015 Special Events 

 

Other Special Events or Activities in 2015:   
We have worked closely with our District Executive to increase the availability of baby changing 
stations in courthouses throughout the District.   Except in instances where a bathroom was too 
small to include a station, stations have been installed in men's and women's bathrooms 
throughout the District.  One County is still lacking, and staff are working with that county to 
rectify the situation. 
 

Future Plans 
 

What are your plans for 2016?   
 Special Events & Educational Programs 

 Women’s History Month:  Petticoats to Pantsuits, planned for March 21, 2016.   
The Director of the Susan B. Anthony Center at the University of Rochester will 
present a program based on the letters of Susan B. Anthony.   Flyer attached. 

 
 Meetings:  Five additional meetings planned for this year. 

 
Concerns 

 

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2016? 
Continuing access to child care centers is an issue.  It is not available in all counties. 
 



Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a 
subgroup of women?  Child care centers availability and accessibility 

 

Do you see unmet training needs?  Not at the present time. 
 

Educational Programs and Projects 
 

Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose?  Yes 
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real-
time on your desktop computer?  Yes 
 

Collaboration 
 

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?   
Bar Associations and Colleges 
 

Is there anything else you would like to submit?  No 
  



GENDER FAIRNESS COMMITTEE MEMBER ROSTER

COUNTY      NAME CONTACT INFORMATION
_________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe          Hon.  Teresa D. Johnson, Room 6 Hall of Justice, 99 Exchange Blvd.

Chair Rochester, New York   l46l4
City Court Judge Phone (585) 371-3406 Fax (585) 371-3423

email office:  tjohnson@nycourts.gov
email home:   teresadjohnson@mac.com 

_________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe     Sara S.  Ashcraft, Esq. 150  Allens Creek Rd. 

Family Court Practitioner Rochester, New York   14618
Phone (585) 442-0540 ext.3l3 Fax (585) 442-6889
email    Sashcraft@afylaw.com 

_________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe Catherine Cerulli, Esq. Susan B. Anthony Ctr. For Women’s Leadership

U or R, RC Box 270435
Rochester, NY   14627-1435
Phone: 585-276-3256
Email: Catherine_Cerulli@URMC.Rochester.edu

_________________________________________________________________________________
Wayne Richard DeValk, Esq. 6 East Main St.

Private Practitioner Sodus, NY   14551
Phone: (315) 483-6931
Email: rdevalk@lawdhp.com

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Monroe Judy L. DiPaola 545 Hall of Justice, 99 Exchange Blvd

Principal Office Stenographer Rochester, NY   14614     
Supreme & County Courts Phone (585) 371-3630

Email: jdipaola@nycourts.gov
__________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe Hon. Gail A. Donofrio 30l Hall of Justice, 99 Exchange Blvd. 

Supreme Court Justice Rochester, NY   14614    
Phone # (585) 371-3502 Fax: (585) 784-4202
Email: gdonofri@nycourts.gov

__________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe Adele Fine, Esq. 10 N. Fitzhugh Street

Assistant Public Defender Rochester, NY   14614
Phone: 585-753-4548
Email: afine@monroecounty.gov

__________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe   Sharon Rivaldo 241 Shorewood Drive

Retired Deputy Sheriff Webster, NY 14580
Phone: ________________________
email:  ________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

mailto:tjohnson@courts.state.ny.us
mailto:teresadjohnson@mac.com
mailto:Sashcraft@afylaw.com
mailto:rdevalk@lawdhp.com
mailto:starpoli@hotmail.com
mailto:JDIPAOLA@courts.state.ny.us
mailto:GDONOFRI@courts.state.ny.us
mailto:afine@monroecounty.gov
mailto:smsenor@bluefrog.com


__________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe Jaime Saunders P.O. Box 39601

Alternatives for Battered Women Rochester, NY   14604-9601
Phone: _______________________
Email: JaimeS@willowcenterny.org

__________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe Sharon Kelly Sayers, Esq. 30 W.  Broad St., Ste. 506 

Family Court Practitioner Rochester, New York    l46l4
           Phone (585) 454-2320 Fax (585) 454-l6l2
           email: sayers@frontiernet.net 

_________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe Josie M. Sheppard, Esq. Trevett Cristo

2 State Street, Suite 1000
Rochester, NY   14614
Phone: 585-454-2181, ext. 115
Email: jsheppard@trevettcristo.com

_________________________________________________________________________________
Ontario Hon. Elisabeth Toole Geneva City Court 

4067 W. Lake Road, Geneva, NY   14456    
Phone (315) 789-4618 Fax (3l5) 789-l938
Email: apetroni@rochester.rr.com

__________________________________________________________________________________
Cayuga Roberta Williams, Esq. 11 Court St.  Auburn, NY   l3021

Private Practitioner Phone: 315- 253-4050 
 Debbie Robinson (Sec’y.) Fax  3l5- 253-4223
 email   drobinson@whmblaw.com 
 email   rwilliams@whmblaw.com 

___________________________________________________________________________________
Monroe Kelly Wolford, Esq. 47 S. Fitzhugh St., Suite 832

Assistant District Attorney Rochester, NY   14614
Phone: 585-753-4335        Fax: 585-753-4576
email: kwolford@monroecounty.gov

__________________________________________________________________________________

Updated: December 2, 2015

mailto:JaimeS@willowcenterny.org
mailto:sayers@frontiernet.net
mailto:jsheppard@trevettcristo.com
mailto:apetroni@rochester.rr.com
mailto:apetroni@rochester.rr.com
mailto:drobinson@whmbb.com
mailto:rwillimas@whmbb.com
mailto:kwolford@monroecounty.gov


 
WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 
The Laboratory of Interpersonal Violence and Victimization (LIVV), the 

Susan B. Anthony Center and the Greater Rochester Association for 

Women Attorneys are partnering with the 7th Judicial District Gender 

Fairness Committee to host From Petticoats to Pantsuits – A Discussion 

About Gender. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

This presentation will discuss the work of Susan B. Anthony, 

through the lens of her own words, gleaned from her letters. 

How far have we come? In 2017, we will be celebrating the 

right to vote for women in New York State for 100 years. 

However, we represent less than 20% of federal and some state 

elected delegates. Come and have a discussion about what is 

happening in Rochester to improve the status of women across 

professional spectrums. We will also discuss how to engage the 

next generation of activists. 

 

Lunch is provided by the Susan B. Anthony Center.  

 
 

  

 

 
From Petticoats   

to Pantsuits 

 

Presenters: 

Catherine 

Cerulli, JD, PhD 

& Sarah Vogel 

 

March 21, 2016 

12:00-1:30pm 

Hall of Justice 

Room: 404 

 

RSVP: 371-3406 
  

 

 



 
 

Eighth Judicial District Gender and Racial Fairness Committee 
 

Hon. Jeannette Ogden, Chair 
 

 
 



Eighth Judicial District Gender and Racial Fairness Committee (GRFC) 
 
Chair:  Hon. E. Jeannette Ogden 
Members – Attached 
Counties Served:  Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, Genesee, Niagara, Orleans, 
Wyoming 
 

2015 Meetings 
 

Dates of Meetings:  2/25/15, 3/31/15, 5/19/15, 6/30/15, 7/29/15, 9/23/15, 11/24/15 
Average Attendance:   15 
Do you use Videoconferencing?  Yes 
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop 
computer?  Yes 
Areas of success during 2015 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias and 
gender fairness in the courts: 
The Committee's efforts resulted in the creation of relationships between the Courts in Erie 
County and the Coalition of Muslim Women, Immigration Law Project of the Bar Association of 
Erie County's Volunteer Lawyer Project, Inc., other representatives of the immigrant community 
in western New York and Rubens Mukunzi, owner and publisher of the Karibu News, the sole 
multilingual & Multicultural Newspaper serving the immigrant community in western New York. 
These agencies will serve as Court/Community resources, thereby enhancing the Court's access 
to justice efforts. The Community also commenced dialog with the Iroquois Confederacy to 
enhance access to justice efforts for Native American women. 
 

2015 Special Events 
 

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 2015:  A program entitled "the impact of 
domestic violence on children's brain development and appropriate responses", developed, 
coordinated and facilitated by the GRFC and co-sponsored by the Genesee, Orleans and 
Wyoming County Integrated Domestic Violence Courts, was held on Oct. 6, 2015. Annie Monaco, 
L.C.S.W.R., a Psychotherapist, Trainer and Trauma Specialist presented on Trauma Informed 
Counseling, a video entitled "First Impressions: Exposure to Violence and a Child's Developing 
Brain" was shown and the Presiding Judges of the IDV Courts provided judicial insights. The 
program was very successful and well received. The 8th JD Administrative Judge expressed an 
interest in sharing this program with the entire district. There were approximately 85 lawyers 
and 8 judges in attendance. The program was also available for Genesee, Orleans and Wyoming 
County Bar Association members via live video broadcast. A copy of the program brochure is 
attached. 
 
Activities for Women's History Month 2015:  The GRFC did not have a formal program for 
women's history month.  Instead, Committee members supported a lunch and learn program for 
Court employees and members of the public where the Chief Executive Officer of the Girl Scouts 
of WYN discussed the importance of preparing girls for positions within the Unified Court System 



at an early age.  A copy of the program brochure is attached. GRFC members Ogden, Isenberg 
and Scruggs participated as speakers for Women's History month in the Community. The GRFC 
also disseminated the NYS Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts "Fair Speech: Gender 
Neutral Language in the Courts", Unified Court System Workplace Violence Prevention and 
Sexual Harassment Policy brochures to all employees throughout the 8th Judicial District. The 
Committee operates under the premise that every month is Domestic Violence Awareness 
month. 
 
Essay Contest: The GRFC supported an essay contest conducted by the Bar Association of Erie 
County by serving as Judges for high school student submissions of essays and art work as part 
of the Bar Association's Law Day luncheon program which is attended by approximately 400 
people. 

Other Special Events or Activities in 2015: 
The GRFC held its biannual Lamplighter Luncheon on June 24, 2015 and recognized nine (9) 
women who, through determination and personal achievement, are shining examples of "Lady 
Justice", lighting the way to equality and justice throughout Western New York. The honorees 
were: Hon. Rosalie S. Bailey (past Chair of the GRFC and current board member of the Statewide 
Committee on Women in the law), Hon. Lenora B. Foote (Erie County Family Court Support 
Magistrate), Katherine S. Bifaro (Executive Director, Bar Association of Erie County), Hon. Beth A. 
Farwell (Allegany and Wyoming County Family Court Support Magistrate), Grace M. Hanlon 
(Firmer First Assistant Chautauqua County District Attorney and current Confidential Law Clerk 
for Chautauqua County Court Judge John Ward), Mary Louise Hayden (Erie County Supreme 
Court Attorney Referee), Tracey A. Kassman (Erie County Family Court Attorney Referee), Tasha 
E. Moore (Regional Director, Buffalo Office for the New York State Division of Human Rights)and 
the Hon. Madge T. Taggart ,posthumously (First Woman Judge elected to Buffalo City Court and 
Erie County Family Court).  The program was well attended and well received. The packed event 
was attended by 195 people (lawyers, family members, co- workers and well- wishers of the 
awardees), excluding GRFC members. 

The GRFC members collaborated with and participated in an Ethnic Luncheon in February of 
2015 where Court personnel prepared various ethnic dishes and shared their cultural 
significance with the approximately 75 people in attendance. 

The GRFC members collaborated with and participated in the 27th Annual Meeting of the 
National Consortium on Racial and Ethnic Fairness held on June 10-13, 2015. Committee 
members served as ushers, registration assistants and performed other tasks upon request. 

The Committee hosted a wellness program advertised as a lunch and learn motivational 
workshop program titled "Intention, Attention, No Tension" in Erie County on Sept. 28, 2015 and 
in Niagara County on Sept. 29, 2015. A presenter was brought in to address challenges and 
stresses associated with change. Stress kits were prepared and disseminated to the approximate 
50 court employees in attendance in Erie County and 35 court employees in attendance in 
Niagara County.



 
The Committee continued its efforts to promote diversity and inclusion within the Court system 
as well as the Court to Community Jury Duty project.  Committee members made well-attended 
presentations about careers in the courts to approximately 25 members of the Burmese 
community; the importance of jury service to a group of 30 ministers and subsequently to the 
100 member congregation of one of the ministers and civil service exam preparation 
presentations were made at Bryant and Stratton and Hilbert Colleges. At least 25 - 30 people 
attended each of the presentations.  
 
A Committee representative also met with the Chairperson of the Board of Directors of Deaf 
Adult Services to discuss deaf interpreting services in furtherance of our access to justice efforts. 
All of our outreach efforts place an emphasis on women.  
 
The GRFC engaged in a project titled: ” Cans and Crayons” in collaboration with “Emma’s 
Crayons 4 Kids”, as one of our Christmas Projects. Several Committee members collected cans 
and crayons. The crayons were melted down to make multi-colored crayon blocks and deposits 
received on the cans were all used to purchase pads of drawing paper. The crayon blocks and 
paper was donated for use by approximately 200 immigrant children as well as for use in the 
waiting area of the Women and Children’s Hospital operating room waiting area.  
 
GRFC members also contributed toiletries to the National Association of Women Judges 
Women’s Prison Project. The toiletries were distributed to the Albion Correctional Facility for use 
by the women inmates as part of gift bags provided to departing women re-entering the 
community.   
 

Special Event Marketing 
 

How were your special events advertised or marketed?  Our events were advertised by e-mail, 
flyers, publications in the bar association monthly periodicals and in the local newspaper. 
(Available advertisements are attached) 
 
Who and how many attended?  (see above responses) 
 
Was there any press before or after?  There was press coverage before the Lamplighter 
Luncheon. 
 

Future Plans 
 

What are your plans for 2016?   
The Committee plans to conduct a lunch and learn program titled “Parenting after Violence” for 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month; to be offered to lawyers, judges and court personnel. The 
committee also plans to video the program for reuse during community presentations. 
 



The Committee Chair will be the guest speaker at a community event in commemoration of 
Women’s History Month. The presentation is directed to adolescent girls and young adult 
women. The Committee also plans to conduct a lunch program with a speaker to acknowledge 
the presence and progress of women court officers and chief clerks in Western New York as part 
of Women’s History Month. The program will be entitled, “See them/ be them”. The goal is to 
highlight women court officers. 
 
The Committee will have its’ biannual program at the Delores M. Denman Court house, 
Appellate Division, Fourth Dept., in Rochester, NY where a plaque containing the names of the 
Lamplighter Awardees will be added to the names of past honorees and their contributions will 
be highlighted. 
 
The GRFC will meet at least 6 times per year and will establish a standard monthly meeting 
date, beginning with the April 2016 meeting.  
 
The GRFC will sponsor training for various Court Clerk exams, using volunteer lawyers to discuss 
various sections of laws that will be covered on the exams. While the programs will be available 
to everyone, the Committee will invite current employees and members of women’s 
organizations to attend. 
 
The Committee will examine issues facing adolescent girls, New American women, Hearing 
Impaired women, Native American women, Homosexual Women, Gay Men and Women 
Veterans and their concerns regarding understanding of and access to the Courts in western 
New York. 
 
The Committee will continue to collaborate with Erie County Family Court Coalition on 
interpreters. 
      

Concerns 
 

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2016? 
Meaningful opportunities for women and minorities in the Court system; highlighting and 
eliminating negative perceptions and implicit biases against adolescents, economically 
depressed women and women who suffer from a mental disease or defect by members of the 
court system and enhancing opportunities for civil legal services for women. 
 

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a 
subgroup of women?  The lack of adequate child care availability for litigants continues to be a 
problem in the 8th judicial district; particularly outside of the Family Court. Accessibility to 
interpreters to address language barriers for case preparation as well as court access also 
continues to be a problem. 

 

Do you see unmet training needs?  The need for cultural sensitivity is continuous and essential 
to ensure adequate access to justice. Although periodic training is conducted, training should be 



annual and provided to all court employees, as well as to people who regularly interact with the 
courts. 
 

Educational Programs and Projects 
 

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the 
courthouse?  See above. 
Include programs on Implicit Bias, engaging and interacting with the mentally ill, cultural 
sensitivity and interpersonal relations offered at lunch & learn programs and offered on more 
than one occasion; thereby enabling greater access and attendance. 
 

Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose?  Yes 
 
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real-
time on your desktop computer?   Sometimes 
 

Collaboration 
 

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?  
Yes: The Bar Associations of Erie, Niagara, Cattaraugus, and Wyoming Counties; The Minority 
Bar Association of WNY, The Women’s Bar Association, The New York State Bar Association, The 
National Association of Women Judges – NY Chapter and the University of New York at Buffalo 
Law School. 
 
Is there anything else you would like to submit?  No 
 



8TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

GENDER & RACIAL FAIRNESS COMMITTEE 
 

 
 

Hon. E. Jeannette Ogden, 

Chairperson 

 
Justice - New York State 

Supreme Court 

 
EOGDEN@courts.state.ny.us 

 

       Patricia Aeillo 

 

   Deputy Chief Clerk 

    Allegany County 

  Supreme & Family Courts 

 

   PAIELLO@nycourts.gov 

 

Lisa Baehre 

 

 Niagara County DAs Office 

    DV Bureau Chief 

 

     

     No email address yet 

 
Mona Baskin, Esq. 

 
Senior Court Attorney 

Erie County Surrogate Court 

 
MBASKIN@courts.state.ny.us 

 
 

       Susan Biller 

 

 
    Confidential Secretary 

   Wyoming County Court 

 

 
 

SBILLER@nycourts.gov 

 
Hon. Betty Calvo-Torres 

 
Judge - Buffalo City Court 

 
BCALVOTO@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Paula DaBella 

 
Chief Clerk - Batavia City 

Court 

 
PDABELLA@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Jacqueline DiAngelo 

 
Chief Clerk - Wyoming County 

 
JDIANGEL@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Hon. Sheila DiTullio 

 
Judge - Erie County Court 

Supervision Judge of County 

Courts- 8th JD 

 
SDITULLI@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Sheukira Feaster 

 
   Court Analyst Buffalo 

Housing Court 

 
 

SFEASTER@nycourts.gov 

 
Hon. Paula Feroleto 

 
Administrative Judge of 8th JD 

 
PFEROLET@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Mary Louise Hayden, Esq. 

 
Law Clerk - Supreme Court 

 
MLHAYDEN@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Brenda Heath, Esq. 

 
Orleans County Multi-Bench 

 
BHEATH@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Maureen Hourihan 

 
Niagara Falls City Court 

 
MHOURIHA@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Andrew Isenberg 

 
District Executive of 8th JD 

 
AISENBER@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Anna Jochum 

 
Court Interpreter 

Chautauqua County Family 

 
AJOCHUM@courts.state.ny.us 

 

 
Kimberly LoCurto 

 
Admin Assistance -Family 

Court 

 
KLOCURTO@courts.state.ny.us 

mailto:paiello@nycourts.gov
mailto:sbiller@nycourts.gov
mailto:sfeaster@nycourts.gov


 
Danielle Maichle, Esq. 

 
Senior Staff Attorney 

 
dmaichle@legalaidbuffalo.org 

 
    Cynthia Milhouse 

 
Erie County Family Court 

 
CMILHOUSE@courts.state.ny.us 

 

      Jose Rodriguez 

   Spanish Court Interpreter 

     Buffalo City Court 
 

jarodrig@nycourts.gov 

 
Hon. Lisa Bloch Rodwin 

 
Judge - Family Court 

 
LBRODWIN@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Veronica Rucker 

 
Senior Court Analyst 

Erie Supreme/County Courts 

 
VRUCKER@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Hon. Robert Russell Jr. 

 
Judge - Buffalo City Court 

 
RRUSSELL@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Sheila Weir Schwanekamp, 

Esq. 

 
Court Attorney Referee 

 
SSCHWANE@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Lori Shurilla 

 
Principal Office Assistance 

Cattaraugus/Family Courts 

 
LSHURILL@courts.state.ny.us 

 
 

Sharon Thomas, Vice Chair 
 

Chief Clerk - Buffalo City 

Court 

 
STHOMAS@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Marie Villari 

 
Principal Admin Assistance- 

Personnel 

 
MVILLARI@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Colleen Wagner 

 
Chief Clerk - Lockport City 

Court 

 
CJWAGNER@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Hon. John Ward 

 
Judge - Chautauqua County 

Court 

 
JWARD@courts.state.ny.us 

 
Oliver Young, Esq. 

 
Principal Court Attorney 

Supreme /County Courts 

 
OYOUNG@courts.state.ny.us 
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     THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT    

ETHNIC

LUNCHEON    

             

IN HONOR OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH, WE WOULD LIKE TO HONOR

ALL ETHNIC BACKGROUNDS

         WHEN: THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2015

WHERE: BUFFALO CITY COURT
7TH FLOOR

TIME: 12 NOON TO 2:00 P.M.

TO HELP MAKE THIS LUNCHEON A SUCCESS, WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO
 BRING A DISH TO PASS OF YOUR CHOICE, OR A DONATION OF $15 TO

 HELP WITH THE COST OF FOOD AND SUPPLIES. 

 CONTACTS
                                           

PAULA GARNER 52667     SANDRA SCRUGGS 53603
VERONICA RUCKER 59329         SHARON THOMAS 52652 

DONNA O’CONNOR 52784                            LYNNE BAUGH-RICHARDSON 53683

PLEASE RESPOND NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 24, 2015

**********ALL ARE WELCOME**********





  

2015 Lamplighter Award Honorees  

  

  

2015 Black History Month Program Participants  



Eighth Judicial District 

Gender and 

Racial Fairness Committee 

Women in the Law Luncheon 

Wednesday, June 24, 2015 



 The 8th Judicial District’s Women in the Courts/Gender & Racial Fairness 
Committee honors, on a bi-annual basis, women who, through determination 
and personal achievement, are shining examples of “Lady Justice” and light 
the way to equality and justice throughout Western New York. This year’s 
honorees are: 

Hon. Rosalie S. Bailey  
Retired Erie County Family Court Judge 

Judge Bailey dedicated almost 40 years of service to the 
legal community in Western New York. Her service with 
the Unified Court System began as a Confidential Law 
Clerk to Supreme Court Justice Norman Wolf. Upon his 
retirement, she was appointed as a Court Attorney Referee, 
where she wrote and developed the protocols for the Erie 

County Expedited Matrimonial System and served as a Referee. She was then 
elected to serve as an Erie County Family Court Judge, where she 
concentrated on family offense and custody and visitation matters. Judge 
Bailey presided over thousands of family court cases, many with pro se (self-
represented) litigants. In every case she strived to make the court more 
accessible to litigants. She was awarded the 2013 William F. Hoyt Award from 
the Erie County Coalition against Family Violence for her efforts. She has also 
been recognized as the Lawyer of the Year by the Women Lawyers of WNY.  

Judge Bailey was active, advocating for the rights of children and families 
both on and off the bench. She has spoken locally and statewide about 
matrimonial and family matters.  She was an invited speaker at the Child and 
Youth Advocates Program at Harvard Law School where she studied 
negotiations for lawyers. Judge Bailey is the former Chair of the 8th Judicial 
District Women in the Courts/Gender & Racial Fairness Committee. 

Prior to joining the Unified Court System, Judge Bailey was an appeals 
lawyer at the Legal Aid Bureau, an attorney in private practice and an 
instructor at Niagara University. She is a graduate of the State University of 
New York at Buffalo Law School, American University and Bennett High 
School, where she is in the Alumni Hall of Fame.  

Although she has retired from the Unified Court System, she continues to 
contribute her time and talents through board membership on the Statewide 
Committee on Women in the Courts; the Buffalo Urban League; and the Erie 
County Legal Services for the Elderly, while spending quality time with her 
husband of 40 years, attorney Tom Bailey, their three daughters (one 
journalist and two attorneys) and two darling granddaughters.  In this capacity, 
she continues to light the path to equality and justice. 

 



Hon. Lenora B. Foote 
Erie County Family Court Support Magistrate 

Lenora B. Foote is a Family Court Magistrate Judge in Erie 
County where she has positively impacted the lives of 
thousands of families for almost 10 years. She is the only 
African American Magistrate Judge serving on the Family 
Court in the 8th Judicial District. She is also an Adjunct 
Professor at Hilbert College and the 2014-2015 President of 

the University of New York at Buffalo Law School.  

Magistrate Foote graduated from Canisius College as a Martin Luther King 
Jr. Scholar and earned a BA Degree in Political Science. She earned her Juris 
Doctorate Degree in law from the State University of New York at Buffalo 
Law School. She was appointed as the first Save Our Streets Coordinator for 
the City of Buffalo, a program that united local, state and federal law 
enforcement agencies to tackle illegal and social problems of existing in urban 
neighborhoods. She went on to become a member of the City of Buffalo’s 
Corporation Counsel’s office where she served as a Housing Court Prosecutor 
and General Counsel to the City’s Urban Renewal Agency. 

Magistrate Foote is an active member of the Burchfield Penny Art Center, 
the Canisius College Board of Trustees, the Board of Directors of the Bar 
Association of Erie County’s Volunteer Lawyers Project and Assigned Counsel 
Program, the Erie County Bar Foundation, the Minority Bar Association of 
WNY (Past President) and the Women’s Bar Association of WNY (Chair, NYS 
Diversity Committee).  

She is a woman who leads by example, shining the light for others to follow. 

 

Katherine S. Bifaro 
Executive  Director, Bar Association of Erie County 

Katherine Bifaro has served as the Executive Director of the 
Bar Association of Erie County for over 20 years and served as 
the Association’s bookkeeper for 7 years. She is a past 
president of the National Association of Bar Executives, 
chaired several of the organization’s committees and produced 

and presented programs on bar association management issues. She also served 
on the Executive Council of the New York State Bar Association’s Conference 
of Bar Leaders, during which time she chaired the Conference’s Committee of 
Executive Directors. 

Ms. Bifaro is the recipient of several awards for dedication and enhancement 



of the legal community.  She was awarded the Bolton Award for Professional 
Excellence, the National Association of Bar Executives’ highest honor, as a 
result of her contributions. She received the New York State Bar Association’s 
Franklin P. Gavin Memorial Award and the Bar Association of Erie County’s 
Sandy Kulick Memorial Award for her work with the Bar Association of Erie 
County’s Lawyers Helping Lawyers Committee and she was recognized by the 
American Bar Association’s Commission on Impaired Attorneys for her 
contributions in the area of substance abuse.  In 1999, Ms. Bifaro was appointed 
by Chief Judge Judith Kaye to the Commission on Alcohol and Substance 
Abuse in the Legal Profession, which was formed to find ways to assist lawyers 
and judges with alcohol and substance abuse problems.  

Ms. Bifaro, affectionately known as “Kathy” is the Lawyer’s Leader; diligently 
coordinating and implementing programs to enhance the lives of lawyers, 
individually and collectively, with style, grace and love. 

 

Hon. Beth A. Farwell 
Allegany and Wyoming County Family Court Support 
Magistrate 

Beth Farwell is a Magistrate Judge in Allegany and Wyoming 
Counties where she presides over cases involving child support, 
paternity and modifications to judgements of divorce. Prior to 

joining the Unified Court System, Ms. Farwell served as an Assistant District 
Attorney, prosecuting persons accused of crimes and protecting the interests of 
innocent victims in Allegany County, as well as a Public Defender, protecting 
the rights of indigent persons accused of committing crimes in Allegany County. 

 For 28 years Ms. Farwell has worked diligently to balance the scales of justice 
in Western New York while at the same time effectively balancing the legal 
demands of the Court with the personal family needs of her husband Roger and 
their 2 daughters; both of whom are now in college. She even finds time to 
exercise her skill as a remarkable quilter.  

Magistrate Farwell works to ensure that the economic value of unpaid 
homemaker work is recognized in family court cases, as well as work/family 
balance. She demonstrates, on a daily basis, the “invisible work” that women do 
for their jobs, their families and their communities, while working to make the 
“invisible” visible. 
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8th Judicial District Women in the Courts 
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Hon. Robert Russell, Jr. 

Sheila Weir Schwanekamp 

Sandra Scruggs 

Lori Shurilla 
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Colleen Wagner 
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Hon. Madge T. Taggart (posthumous) 
First Woman Judge Elected to Buffalo City Court  
and Erie County Family Court 

Madge Taggart was a trailblazer in the judiciary in Western 
New York. She was the first woman to be elected to the City 
Court of Buffalo, New York and the Family Court of Erie 
County. Judge Taggart graduated from the University of 

Buffalo and the University of Buffalo Law School in 1920; 95 years ago. She 
practiced law in Buffalo and from 1943 to 1952 was an Assistant District 
Attorney with the Erie County District Attorney’s Office.  She had been a clerk 
in the City Court of Buffalo for 11 years and was an Assistant District Attorney 
for 9 years before joining the City Court of Buffalo.  

Judge Taggart was also the first woman to be elected to the Family Court in 
the County of Erie where is served with distinction. 

Grace M. Hanlon 
Former First Assistant Chautauqua County District 
Attorney and current Confidential Law Clerk for 
Chautauqua County Court Judge John Ward 

Grace Marie Hanlon is the confidential law clerk to 
Chautauqua County Court Judge John Ward and has been a 
practicing lawyer in Mayville, New York for 26 years. Prior 
to joining the court system, Ms. Hanlon was a prosecutor in 

the Chautauqua County District Attorney’s office where she served as a zealous 
advocate for crime victims. She is a graduate of Pace University Law School 
and a member of the New York State Bar Association. As an advocate and 
advisor, Ms. Hanlon continues to advance the principals of equality and justice 
in Chautauqua County.  

 

Mary Louise Hayden  
Erie County Supreme Court Attorney Referee 

Mary Louise Hayden has served the legal community of 
Western New York for over 35 years, most of which were 
spent with the Unified Court System where she is a Court 
Attorney Referee in the areas of asbestos litigation and tax 
certiorari. She is also the Program Coordinator of the 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Program in the 8th Judicial 

District; the first comprehensive program developed in New York State to 
standardize the application process for ADR matters before the courts. Ms 
Hayden was instrumental in the development of protocols used to implement 
the program in collaboration with members of the bench and practicing bar. As 
a result of Ms. Hayden’s efforts, litigants in the court system to have an 
affordable, confidential, informal forum where they can play an important role 
in resolving their own disputes by creating solutions that are unique to their 
situation in the areas of family, general and commercial law. This often results 
in longer lasting outcomes, greater satisfaction and improved community 
relationships. She coordinates the ADR Program’s implementation with the 
Program Administrators of the civil, commercial, matrimonial and Family 
Courts throughout the 8th Judicial District. Ms. Hayden was the Principal Law 
Clerk to the former 8th Judicial District Judge James B. Kane. 

 Prior to joining the Court system, Ms. Hayden worked as an attorney for the 
City of Buffalo, N.Y. as an Assistant Corporation Counsel. She received her 
BA Degree from American University and her Juris Doctorate Degree from 
Georgetown University Law School. Ms. Hayden is a member of the Bar 
Association of Erie County, WNY Chapter of the Women’s Bar Association, 



the New York State Bar Association and Secretary to the Women in the 
Courts/8th Judicial District Gender & Racial Fairness Committee.   

Ms. Hayden is the “go to” person when you want to get things done in the 
court system.  

 

Tracey A. Kassman 
Erie County Family Court Attorney Referee 

Tracey Kassman has worked for equality and justice in the 
area of Matrimonial and Family Law in Western New York 
for almost 30 years. She currently serves as a Court Attorney 
Referee in the Niagara County Supreme Court, Expedited 
Matrimonial Part and the Family Court liaison for the Martin 
P. Violante Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Program. 

She is also the 8th Judicial District Family Court Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR) Program Administrator as well as a Court Attorney Referee 
in Erie County, where she hears and decides custody and visitation cases in the 
Erie County Family Court. Prior to joining the court system, Ms. Kassman was 
an attorney for children serving as Senior Law Guardian at the Children’s 
Legal Center. In this capacity she advocated for the rights and fair treatment of 
children in the legal system. She was awarded the Michael F. Dillon Law 
Guardian of the Year Award for her advocacy on behalf of children. Ms. 
Kassman was a partner in the law firm of Kassman and Kassman for 12 years, 
concentrating her legal practice in the area of Matrimonial and Family law 
matters prior to her years of public service. 

 Ms. Kassman has been an active participant on several court projects 
including the Children Come First Program, the Erie County Kinship Project 
and the Center for Court Innovation’s Working Group for Domestic Violence 
Risk Assessment Guide. She is also a frequent speaker and presenter for 
Catholic Charities as well as at training and parent education programs. Ms. 
Kassman is a graduate of the State University of New York at Buffalo Law 
School.   

She also spends quality time with her husband their daughter. 

 

 

 

 

Tasha E. Moore  
Regional Director, Buffalo Office for the New York State 
Division of Human Rights  

Tasha E. Moore has served as the Regional Director of the 
Buffalo Office for the New York State Division of Human 
Rights for almost 10 years. She oversees the investigation and 
prosecution of violations of the law that prohibits 

discrimination in employment, housing, credit, places of public 
accommodations and non-sectarian educational institutions based on age, 
race, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, military 
status and other specified classes.   

Ms. Moore holds a B.A. in Business Economics from Florida A & M 
University (FAMU) and a J.D. from the SUNY Buffalo Law School. She is an 
active member and Past President of the Minority Bar Association of Western 
New York and under her leadership, the organization, in partnership with the 
University at Buffalo Law School, Millard Fillmore College and Equal 
Opportunity Center created the UB Law School Scholars program. She has 
served on the University at Buffalo Law School Alumni Association Board of 
Directors and on the Deans Advisory Committee of the UB Law School.  She 
is a member of the Women’s Bar Association of the State of New York; 
Western New York Chapter and currently serves as Local Director.    

Ms. Moore was named one of Buffalo’s Legal Elite of WNY in the 
September 26, 2014 edition Buffalo Business First and received the 2013 
Citation for Special Achievement in Public Service from the New York State 
Bar Association’s Committee on Attorneys in Public Service (CAPS); which 
recognizes the special achievements of government attorneys for their 
commitment, leadership and contributions to the community.  She has been 
named in the Buffalo Law Journal’s 2008 & 2009 special edition of Who’s 
Who in the Law, Civil rights Category and awarded the 2009 Distinguished 
Alumni Award by the Students of Color, the 2009 Legal Service Award by the 
Minority Bar Association of Western New York, Inc. and the 2003 Division 
of Human Rights Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  

Ms. Moore shares her life with a supportive and loving spouse of twenty 
plus years and two wonderful children.   
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Charlotte A. Watson

From: Andrew B. Isenberg

Sent: Wednesday, December 16, 2015 9:17 AM

To: Aimee Neri; Lisa Bloch Rodwin; E. Jeannette Ogden; Susan Eagan

Cc: Michael F. Griffith; Thomas P. Amodeo; Ana Brignoni-Waliczek

Subject: Karen Society

I wanted to let you know Ana and I presented a broad overview of the courts and what to expect when going to court to 
the Karen Society Board Sunday evening.  We also spoke about court interpreting.  The program was well received.     
 

 
Andrew B. Isenberg 
District Executive 
Eighth Judicial District Administrative Office 
92 Franklin Street – Third Floor 
Buffalo, New York 14202 
(716)845-2506 
aisenber@nycourts.govI  

 







The Impact of Domestic Violence on Children’s Brain
Development and Appropriate Responses

October 6, 2015 
Noon-1:30 p.m.

Genesee County Courthouse
Grand Jury Assembly Room, 2  floornd

Hosted by :
Genesee County IDV Court
Orleans County IDV Court

Wyoming County IDV Court

Co-sponsorship and Lunch provided by :
8  Judicial District Gender and Racial Fairness Committeeth

PROGRAM

WELCOME HON. PAULA FEROLETO
           Administrative Judge, 8  Districtth

“FIRST IMPRESSIONS; EXPOSURE TO SHEILA SCHWANEKAMP, ESQ.
VIOLENCE AND A CHILD’S DEVELOPING 8  District DV and IDV Court Project TH

BRAIN” VIDEO Coordinator
(Ca. Atty. Gen., 2008)

TRAUMA INFORMED COUNSELING ANNIE MONACO, L.C.S.W.R.
Trauma Specialist: Psychotherapist, Trainer
and Consultant

JUDICIAL INSIGHTS            HON. ERIC ADAMS, Genesee IDV Court
                                                                                   HON. JAMES PUNCH, Orleans IDV Court

           HON. MICHAEL GRIFFITH, Wyoming
IDV Court

CLOSING HON. E. JEANETTE OGDEN 
Chair, 8  Judicial District Gender and Racialth

Fairness Committee



 

Emma with a large can donation from someone from the court. She hopes now to buy pads 

and melt enough old crayons into new crayons for nearly 200 immigrant children. She will be 

distributing this at a health fair for immigrant and refugee families sponsored by Jewish 

Family Services. 







FAIR SPEECH
Gender Neutral Language in the Courts

New York State Judicial Committee on 
Women in theCourts

Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin, Chair

Hon. Jonathan Lippman
Chief Judgeof theStateof New York

Hon. A.Gail Prudenti
Chief Administrative Judge



In recent years, the formal language of the courts has
changed in response to efforts to create, in the words of the
New York Task Force on Women in the Courts, “a justice
system more fully committed to fairness and equality.”
Forms, regulations, and statutes have been reviewed to
eliminate words and expressions that exclude women or
perpetuate the idea that men are the norm and women  spe-
cial cases. Regulations no longer say he when they mean he
or she, and official letters are not addressed to Dear Sir
when the recipients are judges, lawyers, or any other group
that may include both men and women.

Spoken language is equally important. In courts, people
communicate critical information not just on paper but face-
to-face. On any weekday, our courts are filled with clerks
and court officers talking to litigants, lawyers discussing
cases, and judges making rulings from the bench. All of
them are conveying not only data and facts but subtle mes-
sages about the status of the participants in the exchanges
and their relations to each other.

At stake are not just claims for equality. Clarity is another
victim of language that inappropriately incorporates gender.
The ambiguous use, for example, of male terms to refer to
both men and women can create confusion, sometimes with
profound effects. In one notorious case, the Supreme Court
of the State of Washington reversed a murder conviction in
part because a jury was instructed on the “reasonable man”
standard for a claim of self-defense on behalf of a 5’4”
woman attacked by a 6’2” man. In its opinion, the court
faulted the “persistent use of the masculine gender” that left
the impression that the measure for reasonableness was an
altercation between two men. [State v. Wanrow, 599 P.2d
548, 558 (1977).]

Acknowledging the critical role that words play in the cli-
mate of courthouses and courtrooms, the New York State
Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts wrote this pam-
phlet over twenty years ago. Its purpose was to suggest a

FAIR SPEECH
Gender Neutral Language in the Courts



few simple rules that would help those who use the courts
or work in the court system to avoid unintended slights or
compromises to the ideal of equal justice. 

The original edition of this pamphlet was a great success.
In only slightly altered form, it has been in print and in use
ever since. Over the years, court users and the general public
have become increasingly comfortable with gender neutral
language, so that some ideas in the pamphlet that were novel
when first made seem natural now and many of the sugges-
tions in the pamphlet have become mere reminders.

Whether suggestions or reminders, the simple rules in this
pamphlet remain important as we continue to nudge our
speech towards a fuller embrace of the idea of equality.

A FEW SIMPLE RULES

Use inclusive terms, rather than masculine forms. Many
forms of address exclude women. Good substitutes, how-
ever, are easy to find:

USE chair
members of the jury
colleagues

AVOID chairman
gentlemen of the jury
brethren

Designations for professionals or categories of workers
often are a source of lingering problems. Job segregation has
been a great barrier to women’s equality, and using gendered
terms has the effect of implying women still cannot hold cer-
tain jobs. Again, substitutes are now commonly used:

USE police officer
fire fighter 
worker 
homemaker 
nurse 
executive 
journalists 



representative 
Member of the Assembly
Member of Congress
Representative

AVOID policeman
fireman
workman
housewife
male nurse
businessman
gentlemen of the press
spokesman
Assemblyman
Congressman

Expressions with the words man or men may be changed
so that women too are included:

USE reasonable person
artificial
staff
a one-person operation
high ranking officials
diplomacy

AVOID reasonable man
man-made
manpower
one-man operation
men in high places
statesmanship

Avoid using he as a generic pronoun. He should not be
used to refer to a group of people that may include men and
women or an individual whose gender is unknown. To avoid
the generic he, you might:

1. Use plural nouns. “Jurors must make their own assess-
ments of the credibility of each witness,” may replace
“A juror must make his own assessment of the credibil-
ity of each witness.”



2. Eliminate the pronoun altogether. For example, “A court
clerk can give you advice on that form,” may replace 
“A court clerk can give you his advice on that form.”

3. Find a neutral article, such as a or the, to replace a gen-
dered pronoun. “A judge may always make the ruling orally,”
may replace “A judge may always make his ruling orally.”

4. Rearrange the sentence to use who as the pronoun. 
“A person who wants an adjournment should ask for it dur-
ing the calendar call,” may replace “If someone wants an
adjournment, he should ask for it during the calendar call.”

5. Replace the pronoun with a synonym. “You should find
a court officer. That is the person who can help you,”
may replace “You should find a court officer. He is the
one who can help you.”

6. Substitute he or she for he. This may not be the most fe-
licitous suggestion, but, if all else falls, it works. It is accu-
rate, gender neutral, and doesn’t give offense to anyone.

Use consistent forms of address. When no other title is
appropriate, Ms. and Mr. are usually correct, not Miss or
Mrs. and Mr. While Miss or Mrs. may be acceptable when a
woman specifically asks for such a designation, in general,
these forms should be avoided. Unlike Mr., they gratuitously
call attention to a person’s marital status.

Often, you can use exactly the same form of address for
men and women by calling them by their professional titles.
Of course, these titles should be used consistently for both
men and women. All physicians are Doctor (not Dr. and
Ms.), police personnel are Officer (not Officer and Ma’am),
and lawyers are Counselor (not Counselor and Ms.).

Use formal rather than informal forms of address. Using
first names to refer to litigants and witnesses should be
avoided not only because the informality is inappropriate  but
also because it is patronizing. The motives for calling someone



Maria or Beth may be habit on the part of a court official or an
attempt by a woman’s own lawyer to put her at ease. How-
ever, all litigants, including defendants in criminal cases, de-
serve a proper form of address, and the dignity conferred by
the formal designation may do more to make a witness com-
fortable than the intimacy implied by the use of a first name.

Altering speech habits may require conscious thought for a
period of time, but change is part of any living language, and
English, which is an unusually rich tongue, is still evolving.
What was considered questionable usage a decade ago may
be commonly accepted now. What feels awkward today may
seem natural tomorrow. The term chair, now a preferred des-
ignation for the person in charge of a meeting, predates chair-
man, and grammarians settled on the use of he as a generic
pronoun less than three hundred years ago.

The goal is worth the effort it takes to reach it. After all, as
an essay by Wendy Martyna, a scholar studying language
and gender, has suggested, when we change old habits of
speech, we are doing nothing less than creating “a language
that speaks more fairly and clearly of us all.”

The New York State Judicial 
Committee on Women in the Courts

March 2014

New York State Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts

• Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin, Chair • Fern Schair, Vice Chair •
• Charlotte A. Watson, Executive Director • Hon. Rosalie Stoll Bailey • 
• Maria Cortese, Esq. • Elizabeth Cronin • Hon. Matthew D’Emic •
• Hon. Bruna L. DiBiase • Jill Laurie Goodman, (Former Counsel) • 

• Hon. Sylvia O. Hinds-Radix • Hon. Allen Hochberg • Hon. Deborah Kaplan •
• Hon. Judy Harris Kluger • Marjorie Lesch, Esq. • Caroline Levy, Esq. • 
• Maria Logus, Esq. • Nancy Mangold • Hon. Renee Forgensi Minarik • 

• Hon. S. Michael Nadel • Hon. Juanita Bing Newton • 
• Hon. Marilyn Hoffman O'Connor • Emily Ruben, Esq. • 

• Hon. Terry Jane Ruderman • Hon. Toko Serita • Hon. Jeffrey Sunshine • 
• Hon. John Sweeny, Jr. • Katherine G. Thompson, Esq. • Judith E. White, Esq. • 

• Cheryl Zimmer, Esq. •



Information about
LANGUAGE  
ACCESS IN THE 
COURTS

If you need an interpreter, the court 
will provide one to you at no cost.
This is a free service for people who use 
the courts. 

The reverse side of this card provides 
information about the court interpreter’s 
role, and what the interpreter can or can-
not discuss with you.

If you have a question or concern about 
court interpreting services, alert the 
Judge, speak to the Clerk of the Court 
where the case is being heard, or contact 
the Office of Language Access:

OFFICE OF  
LANGUAGE ACCESS

NYS Unified Court System 
Office of Court Administration 

25 Beaver Street, 8th Floor, 
New York, New York 10004

PHONE: (646) 386-5670 
EMAIL: courtinterpreter@nycourts.gov 

nycourts.gov/courtinterpreter



USING A COURT 
INTERPRETER

 To help with communication during the 
court proceeding, you will be given an  
interpreter who speaks your language.

 The interpreter’s job is to repeat to you 
in your language, everything that is said 
in English by the Judge or others in the 
court.

 The interpreter will also repeat anything 
that you say in your language, back into 
English.

 Nothing that is said will be changed or left 
out of this interpretation.

 The interpreter is not allowed to give you 
advice or have private conversations with 
you.

 The interpreter will not talk about your 
case with anybody outside the court.

 If something is not clear to you or if you 
have a question, raise your hand. The 
judge will answer your questions or  
concerns. Do not ask the interpreter direct-
ly for information or advice.

nycourts.gov/courtinterpreter
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Committee to Promote Gender Fairness in the Ninth Judicial District 
 

 
Chair(s):  Hon. Terry Jane Ruderman, Supreme Court Justice, Chair; Hon. Allen Hochberg, Vice-
Chair 
Members – Attached 
Counties Served:  Dutchess, Putnam, Orange, Rockland, Westchester 
 

2015 Meetings 
 

Dates of Meetings:  2/24/2015, 6/3/2015, 9/16/2015, and 11/18/2015 
Average Attendance:   20 
Do you use Videoconferencing?  Yes 
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop 

computer?  Yes 

 
2015 Special Events 

 
Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 2015:   
The Committee co-sponsored three CLE programs.  

 "Domestic Violence and Gender Discrimination: The Legal Ins and Outs in Housing and 
Employment," was co-sponsored with The Pace Women's Justice Center, The 
Westchester Women's Bar Association and Legal Services of the Hudson Valley.  

 "Human Trafficking: The Impact on Women, Children and Families," was co-sponsored 
with the Westchester Women's Bar Association. 

  "Behind Closed Doors: Domestic Violence in Arab and Immigrant Communities," was co-
sponsored with The Pace Women's Justice Center, The Westchester Women's Bar 
Association and Legal Services of the Hudson Valley. 

 
Activities for Women's History Month 2015: 
The Committee again sponsored its annual essay contest open to all high school students in the 
Ninth Judicial District. 
 
Essay Contest:   
The essay contest topic was:  

Several large, national companies recently offered female employees a benefit that 
would mean that they could put off having children and taking maternity leave to focus on their 
careers. Do you think this is fair? Does this promote or hinder gender equality? 

Local bar associations contributed to the monetary prizes for the essay contest, which 
were awarded at a breakfast reception held in the courthouse on May 1, 2015. The Hon. Terry 
Jane Ruderman participated in a ceremony honoring the winners of the contest. 
 

 



Special Event Marketing 
 

How were your special events advertised or marketed?  Email, Mail, Flyer 
Who and how many attended?  Judges, attorneys, public officials, bar association officers, 
school personnel and family members of the contest winners were in attendance. Approximately 
70 in all.    
 

Was there any press before or after?  Yes 
 

Future Plans 
 

What are your plans for 2016?   
 Special Events & Educational Programs 
  Women’s History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Essay Contest 
 Meetings:  3 -4 Committee meetings (first one held on 1/13/2016) 
 

Concerns 
 

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2016? 
Pro bono representation in matrimonial disputes 
 

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a 
subgroup of women?  Child care centers availability and accessibility 

 

Do you see unmet training needs?  Yes. Judicial education refresher trainings are needed. 
 

Please share any areas of success during 2015 for your committee and/or in general regarding 
gender bias and gender fairness in the courts? 
 

Educational Programs and Projects 
 

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the 
courthouse?  New matrimonial rules 
 

Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose?  Yes 
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real-
time on your desktop computer?  Yes 
 

Collaboration 
 

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?  If do, please list. 
Bar Associations, Colleges, Domestic Violence Organizations 
 

Is there anything else you would like to submit?  Yes, CLE Program Flyers are attached. 
  



Members: 
 
Hon. Lester Adler, Justice of the Supreme Court 
Kim Berg, Esq., Gould & Berg, LLP 
Natanya L. Briendel, Esq., Pace Women’s Justice Center 
Gary Brown, Assistant Attorney, General-in-Charge, New York State Dept. of Law 
Professor Jay Carlisle, Pace Law School 
Karen Cheeks Lomax, Esq., Executive Director, My Sisters’ Place 

Robin D. Carton, Esq., Carton & Rosoff PC 

Hon. Jeffrey Cohen, Appellate Division, Second Dept. 

Hon. Kathie Davidson, Supervising Judge of the Family Courts 

Lisa Dorman, Esq., Chambers of Hon. John P. Colangelo 

Jerrice Duckette-Epps, Esq., Deputy Director Human Rights Commission 

Jody Fay, Esq., The Kelsey Company 

Dolores Gebhardt, Esq., McCarthy, Fingar, LLP 

Claire Gutekunst, Esq. 

Jacqueline Hattar, Esq., Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz, Edelman & Dicker LLP 

Maria Imperial, Esq., CEO, YWCA White Plains 

Hon. Linda Jamieson, Justice of the Supreme Court 

Cindy Kanusher, Esq., Executive Director, Pace Women’s Justice Center 

Julie Kattan, Esq., Tyre & DeThomas 

Susan W. Kaufman, Esq., Committee on Matrimonial Practice 

Mary Kelly, Esq. 

Milton Kreppel, Esq. 

Beth Levy, Esq., My Sisters’ Place 

Nancy Mangold, District Executive, Administrative Judge’s Office 

Hon. Robert Meehan, County Attorney Westchester County 

Keary Neary, Esq., Westchester County District Attorney’s Office 

Karen R. Needleman, Esq., Legal Aid Society 

Jill Sandford, Esq. 

Hon. Thomas H. Scuccimarra, Judge, NYS Court of Claims 

Robi Schlaff, Director, Westchester Office for Women 

Hon. Alan D. Scheinkman, Administrative Judge, Ninth Judicial District 

Joanne Sirotkin, Esq., Legal Services of the Hudson Valley 

Hon. Mary Smith, Justice of the Supreme Court 

Hon. John W. Sweeny, Jr., Appellate Division, 1st Dept. 

Charlotte A. Watson, Executive Director, NYS Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts 

Hon. Charles David Wood, Justice of the Supreme Court 



THE PACE WOMEN'S JUSTICE CENTER, THE WESTCHESTER
WOMEN'S BAR ASSOCIATION, THE NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COMMITTEE TO PROMOTE GENDER FAIRNESS IN THE COURTS

AND LEGAL SERVICES OF THE HUDSON VALLEY
are pleased to host a CLEProgram:

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND GENDER DISCRIMINATION: THE LEGAL
INS AND OUTS IN HOUSING AND EMPLOYMENT

DATE:

PLACE:

TIME:

October 22, 2015 RSVPby: October 15, 2015 to nbriendel@law.pace.edu

Pace University School of Law - Tudor Room

Moderate Means Panel Meeting 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. (mandatory for members)

CLEProgram 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. (mandatory for MMPmembers)

SPEAKERS: Mark Fang, Esq., Executive Director Westchester County Human Rights
Commission; Jerrice Duckette Epps, Esq., Deputy Director Westchester County
Human Rights Commission; Alexandra Piscionere, Director of Fair Housing and
Investigative Counsel Westchester County Human Rights Commission;
Moderator: Natanya L. Briendel, Esq., Senior Staff Attorney Pace Women's
Justice Center

CLE: Approval of CLE credit is in accordance with the requirements of the New York
State Continuing Legal Education Board for a maximum of 2 Practice credits.
WBASNY is an accredited provider ofCLE credits in New York.

REGISTRATION: NBriendel@law.pace.edu

FEE: $30.00. The fee is waived for members in good standing of the Pace
Women's Justice Center Moderate Means Panel. The Westchester Women's
Bar Association is a chapter of the Women's Bar Association of the State of
New York. Full and partial scholarships for this program, based on financial
need, are available. For information and to apply, please contact WWBA
President Robin Carton at 914-949-6700. All requests are confidential.

This program is suitable for both experienced and newly admitted attorneys.

The opinions expressed by any program presenter are the presenter's own, and do not
reflect the official position of the WWBA or WBASNY.
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WESfCHmER WOMEN'S BAR ASSOCIATION
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

HUMAN TRAFFICKING:
THE IMPACT ON WOMEN, CHILDREN AND FAMILIES.

Join us for an informative discussion about the effects of human trafficking on women, children and families in our
community. The panelists will discuss the communities' role and response, and the creation of the Human Trafficking
courts to assist the victims of human trafficking and their families, as well as important steps which can be taken to
protect those in our communities. The WWBA's Litigation, Domestic Violence, Diversity and New Lawyers Committees
are pleased to present this program, which is co-sponsored by the Ninth Judicial District's Committee on Gender
Fairness in the Courts.

Panelists:

Moderator:

Date/Time:

~Hon. Sherry Heitler

Phil Goldstein

William Casey King, PhD.

Audrey E.Stone, Esq.

Angela Morcone Giannini, Esq.

Wednesday, N()vember 4,2015
6:00 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. (registration)
6:15 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. program

Justice, New York State Supreme Court,
New York County

Director of Program Development
Westchester County Department of Social Services

Executive Director, Yale Center for Analytical Sciences Yale
University School of Public Health

Managing Director, Domestic Violence and
Sexual Assault Compliance & Investigations Practice
Nardello & co., UC ;

Partner
Clark Gagliardi & Miller, P.C.

Charge:

RSVP:.

BNY Mellon, 701 Westchester Avenue, White Plains, NY 10601

$30.00 for WWBA members, $40.00 for non-members. Light supper will be served.

By November 2nd to Executivedirector@wwbany.org
Attendance is limited to WWBA members and their invited guests.

The opinions expressed by any program presenter are the presenter's own, and do not reflect the official position of the WWBA, or the Ninth
Judicial District's Committee on Gende(Fairness in the Courts. .

Financial Hardship Scholarship: Full and partial scholarships for this program based on financial need are available. For information on the
guidelines and to apply, please contact - Silvia Galgano, executivedirector@wwbany.org. P.O. Box 926, Hartsdale, New York 10530, (914) 347-3662 ..

2.0 CLf Credits - Pending Approval

mailto:Executivedirector@wwbany.org
mailto:executivedirector@wwbany.org.


THE PACE WOMEN'S JUSTICE CENTER, THE WESTCHESTER
WOMEN'S BAR ASSOCIATION, THE NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COMMITTEE TO PROMOTE GENDER FAIRNESS IN THE COURTS

AND LEGAL SERVICES OF THE HUDSON VALLEY

are pleased to host a CLEProgram:

Behind Closed Doors: Domestic Violence in Arab and Immigrant
Communities

DATE:

PLACE:

TIME:

May 14, 2015

Pace University School of Law Moot Court Room

Moderate Means Panel Meeting 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. (members only)

Moderate Means CLEProgram 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.

SPEAKER: Aisha Rahman, Esq., Executive Director, Karamah: Muslim
Women Lawyers for Human Rights

CLE: Approval of CLE credit is in accordance with the requirements of the NewYork
State Continuing Legal Education Board for a maximum of 2 Practice credits.
WBASNY is an accredited provider ofCLE credits in New York.

REGISTRATION: NBriendel@law.pace.edu

FEE: $30.00. The fee is waived for members in good standing of the Pace
Women's Justice Center Moderate Means Panel. The Westchester Women's
Bar Association is a chapter of the Women's Bar Association of the State of
New York. Full and partial scholarships for this program, based on financial
need, are available. For information and to apply, please contact WWBA
President Lucia Chiocchio at 914-716-1300. All requests are confidential.

This program is suitable for both experienced and newly admitted attorneys.

The opinions expressed by any program presenter are the presenter's own, and do not
reflect the official position of the WWBA or WBASNY.
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GENDER FAIRNESS ESSAY CONTEST 2015

Gender Fairness Committee Celebrates
Women's History Month

By Suzy I. Hickson, EsC!.

rom left: Valerie Cimino, Han. Terry Jane Ruderman, Ethan Z. McCuHoughand Jonah Pfeifer

1
THE NINTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Committee to Promote Gender
Fairness in the Courts recognized
the winners of its Annual High
School EssayContest at a breakfast
held on May 1, 2015, in celebration
of Women's History Month.
Court of Claims Judge Terry Jane
Ruderman, chair of the committee,
presented the awards.

The generosity of various'
professional organizations and
bar ass 0 ci at ion 5, inc Iud i n g
the Westchester County Bar
Association and the Westchester
County Bar Foundation, enabled
the committee to award cash prizes
to the students.

In the freshman/sophomore
category, Yurong Zhang, frOm The
Master's School, won first prize and
Ethan Z. McCullough Jrom Spring
Valley High School won second
prize. In the junior/senior category,
Valerie Cimino from Maria Regina
High School won first prize and
Jonah Pfeifer from Yonkers High
School won second prize.

The students read their essays
to the more than 60 assembled
guests. Those in attendance
included Justice of the Appellate
Division, Second Department,
Jeffrey Cohen; State Supreme
Court Justices Lawrence Ecker,
Paul Marx, Mary Smith and Charles

Wood; and former Administrative
Judge of the Ninth Judicial District.
Francis Nicolai. Also in attendance
were representatives of various,
professional organizations and bar
associations.

.'The committee anticipates
that this contest and awards
breakfast will be held again next
year and is hoping for even greater
participation in the district.

SUZy I. HICKSON, ESQ., has served as
the Law Clerk to the Han. Terry Jane
Ruderman, Judge of the Court of Claims,
White Plains District, since 1995.



Westchester Women's Bar Association
JUNE 2015 www.wwbany.org

1

I
Gender Fairness Committee Celebrates Women's History Month
Suzy I. Hickson, Law Clerk to
Han. Terry Jane Ruderman

The Ninth Judicial District Committee
to Promote Gender Fairness in the Courts
recognized the winners of its Annual High
School Essay Contest at a breakfast held
on May 1,2015 in celebration of Women's
History Month. Court of Claims Judge Terry
Jane Ruderman, Chair of the committee,
presented the awards. The generosity of
various professional organizations and bar
associations, including the Westchester:
Women's Bar Association and the
Westchester Women's Bar Foundation, en-
abled the committee to award cash prizes
to the students.

In the freshman/sophomore category,
Yurong Zhang, from The Master's School,
won first prize and Ethan Z. McCullough
from Spring Valley High School won sec-

Han. Jeffrey Cohen, Han. Terry Jane
Ruderman, Robin D. Carton, Lucia Chiocchio

Valerie Cimino, Han. Terry Jane Ruderman,
Ethan Z. McCullough, Jonah Pfeifer

ond prize. In the junior/senior category,
Valerie Cimino from Maria Regina High
School won first prize and Jonah Pfeiferfrom
Yonkers High School won second prize. The
essay topic was: "Several large, national
companies recently offered female employ-
ees a benefit that would mean thatthey could
put off having children and taking mater-
nity leave to focus on their careers. Do you
think this is fair? Does this promote or hinder
gender equality?"

The students read their essays to the
more than 60 assembled guests. Those in
attendance included Justice of the Appel-
late Division, Second Department, Jeffrey
Cohen; State Supreme Court Justices
Lawr~nce Ecker, Paul Marx, Mary Smith and
Charles Wood; and former Administrative
Judge of the Ninth Judicial District Francis

continued on page 11 •••

•Women's
History Month
from page 9

Nicolai. Also in attendance were
representatives of various pro-
fessional organizations and bar
associations including President
Lucia Chiocchio and President-
Elect Robin D. Carton from the
Westchester Women's Bar As-
sociation.

The committee anticipates
that this contest and awards
breakfast will become an an-
nual event, and expect even
greater district participation in
the future. • .

http://www.wwbany.org


 

Suffolk County Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts 

         Hon. Isabel Buse, Chair
 

Beverly Saldivias, Chair 
 

 

 



 Suffolk County Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts 

Chair(s): Hon. Isabel Buse, Family Court Support Magistrate; Beverly Saldivias, Senior Court 
Clerk, Supreme Court 
Members – Attached 
Counties Served: Suffolk 

 2015 Meetings 

Dates of Meetings: 06-16-15, 09-09-15, 11-17-15 
Average Attendance: 18 - 27 
Do you use Videoconferencing? Yes 
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop 

computer?  No 
Areas of success during 2015 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias and 

gender fairness in the courts:  The Suffolk County Judicial Women in the Courts Committee’s 
greatest success in 2015 was our Women's History Month event and our Domestic Violence 

Awareness program.  

 

 Our history celebration on March 20, 2015, celebrated women whose stories have been 

 woven into the fabric of our nation's history.  The keynote speaker was the Hon. Sandra L 

 Sgroi, Associate Justice of the Appellate Division, who related the importance of female 

 role models.  She related the historical importance of Sacagawea.   Students from the 

 Oregon Middle School shared their writings on role models.  Our Lady of the Hamptons 

 Catholic Regional School provided the music.  The Hon. Isabel Buse served as chair of the 

 event.    

 

 On October 23, 2015 we ran a continuing legal education program on Enhancing 

 Domestic Violence Skills.  Our speaker was the Hon. Andrew Crecca, Presiding Judge of 

 the Integrated Domestic Violence Part.  The coordinators of the event were the Hon 

 Gaetan Lozito, and Kaitlyn Pickford.

 
2015 Special Events 

 
Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 2015:  A continuing legal education lecture 
was held on October 23, 2015.  We have a standing sub-committee dedicated to raising 
awareness about Domestic Violence.  About 80 people attended our event. 
 
Activities for Women's History Month 2015:  A history month celebration was held on March 20, 
2015 with the focus on role models.  About 100 people attended our event.  Our standing 
committee on Women's History Month has a program scheduled for March 18, 2016.   



 
Essay Contest:   We did not host an essay contest in 2015.  Our history month celebration on 
March 18 2016 will feature an essay contest celebrating women in government and public 
service.   
 

Other Special Events or Activities in 2015:   

 The Breast Cancer Screening Van provided free screenings on October 2, 2015 in Central 
Islip.  Members of the committee provided literature about breast cancer to members of 
the public on October 14, 2015 to coincide with Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  
Janessa Trotto Esq. and Brette Haefeli Esq. coordinated the event.    

 

 Free heart health screenings were provided on February 4 2015 from the St. Francis 
Mobile at Central Islip, J P Cohalan Court Complex.  Beverly Saldivias coordinated the 
event.   

 

 Our Committee continues to support our Children's Center.  Activities included our Bagels 
and Books Breakfasts, and the collection of food, mittens, gloves and hats to benefit the 
families who visit our Children's Center.  Cheryl Zimmer and Sue Fox have coordinated 
the events.    

 

Special Event Marketing 
 

How were your special events advertised or marketed?  Email, Mail, Flyer, distribution of 
literature by local bar associations 
Who and how many attended?  Attendance at History Month was over 100.  Attendance at 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month was about 80.   
Was there any press before or after?  Yes 
 

Future Plans 
 

What are your plans for 2016?   
 Special Events & Educational Programs 

 Women’s History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Essay Contest, 
and More:   

 Our committee was expanded in the fall of 2015.  As a result, we have added 
new subcommittees which include:   Access to Justice, Mental Health and 
Prostate Health.  

 

 In addition, we have converted our timeline and photographs of all of the 
appointed and elected female judges, village justices and support magistrates 
into a digital display which will make its debut March 2016.   

 

 We will continue with Women's History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month, and the Breast Screening and Heart Health Month activities.   

 Meetings:  Bi monthly for 2016 -2017 term. 



Concerns 
 

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2016? 
Continuing issues, life work balance, child care center, and women's health issues. 
 

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a 
subgroup of women?  Child care centers availability and accessibility 

 

Do you see unmet training needs?  Possibly assistance with mental health issues, and domestic 
violence issues.  We have received support from the Judicial Institute, Judge Crecca on domestic 
violence issues, and the District Administrative Judge's Office. 
 

Educational Programs and Projects 
 

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the 
courthouse?  See above. 
 

Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose?  Yes 
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real-
time on your desktop computer?  Yes 
 

Collaboration 
 

 Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? Yes
Bar Associations, Schools, Domestic Violence Organizations 

Is there anything else you would like to submit? Yes, CLE Program Flyers are attached.
  



Aletha Fields
Anita Prudenti
Beverly Saldivias
Brette A. Haefeli
Lisa Jusino Calla
Caren Loguercio
Caroline Lely
Cheryl Joseph

Cheryl Zimmer
Chris Kelley
Nancy Clifford
Colleen M. Fondulis
Carrie Vasiluth
Darlene Jorif-Mangane
David Juan

Dawn Hargraves

Dawn Maletta
Debra Hampson
Deborah Kooperstein
Deborah Poulis
Diane Farrell
Patrice Dlhopolsky
Eileen Mallon
Etizabeth Harrington
Frederick Crockett
Gaetan B. Lozito
Keri Herzog
Sandra Sgroi
He(ha Trotto
Isabel Buse

Jane LaCova
Janet Ford
Janine Barbera-Dalli
Janessa Trotto
Kaitlyn Pickford
Karen Kerr
Karen Morro
Karen Wilutis
Katherine T. Logiudice
Kathleen Meyer

Suffolk County Women in the Courts Committee

Membership List

Suffolk County Support Magistrate
Supreme Court Law Clerk
Supreme Court Associate Court Clerk
Surrogate Court Senior Law Clerk
Private Practice Attomey
Family Court/Acting Supreme Justice

AttomeyAIYS Women in Courts Committee
Suffolk County Supreme Court Justice

Chief Ct AttyNYC Women in Courts Committee

Suffolk County District Court Judge

Deputy Chief Major Crime Bureau SCDA's Office
Suffolk County Court Attomey Referee

Staff Attomey,Nassau Suffolk Law Services

Suffolk County Support Magistrate
Suffolk County Probation Officer
Attomey/President of the SC Matrimonial Bar

Deputy Chief Suffolk County Family Court
Principal Secretary to Administrative Justice

Southampton Town Judge

Suffolk County Family Court Judge

Suffolk County Principal Law Clerk
Director of Suffolk County Dept. of Probation

Suffolk County Court Office Major
Private Practice Attomey
Suffolk County Court Clerk Specialist

Suffolk County District Court Judge/ActingCounty

Deputy Bureau Chief SCDA's Office
Associate Justice Appellate Division 2"d Dept.

Retired Suffolk County District Court Judge

Suffolk County Support Magistrate
Ex. Director Suffolk County Bar Association

Suffolk County Principal Law Clerk
Suffolk County District Court Judge

Private Practice AttomeY
Suffolk County Assistant Court Analyst
Supervising Judge Suffolk County District Court

Suffolk County Court Officer Lieutenant

Suffolk County District Court Judge

Suffolk County Secretary to Judge

Suffolk County Secretary to Judge



Kathryn Coward
Laurie Hulbert
Leslie D. McLoughlin
Linda Kevins
Madie Jerry
Margaret Trainor
Marian Tinari
Martha M. Rogers
Mary Ann Filosa
Maureen Hordy
Melissa Negin-Wiener
Meidith Lafler
Mary Wemer
Laurette Mulry
Patricia DePasquale
Patricia Filiberto
Andrea Ramos-Topper
Rosanne Orlando
Tara Scully
Sheryl Randazzo
Kim Smith
Sue Fox
Theresa Bryant Whelan
Toni A. Bean
Cynthia Vargas
Victoria McDonaugh
Mary Porter

Suffolk County Support Magistrate
Director of Advocacy SC Victim Info. Bureau

Suffolk County Resource Coordinator III
Suffolk County District Court Judge

Retired District Court Judge

Attomey Suffolk County Legal Aid Society

Suffolk County District Court Judge

Suffolk County Principal Law Clerk
Suffolk County Principal Law Clerk
Suffolk County Resource Coordinator III
President Suffolk County Women's Bar Assoc.

Suffolk County Support Magistrate
Retired Supreme Cou( Justice

Deputy Attomey Suffolk County Legal Aid Society

Suffolk County Associate Court Clerk
Former Acting Suff County Supreme Court Justice

EAC Regional Director of Suffolk County
Suffolk County Court Attomey Referee

Private Practice Attomey
Private Practice AttomeY
Private Practice Attomey
Suffolk County Associate Court Clerk
Suffolk County Family Court Judge

Suffolk County District Court Judge

Private Practice AttomeY
Suffolk County Resource Coordinator III
Suffolk County Principal Law Secretary



      
 

Women’s History Month celebrated with Our Lady of the Hamptons 
students who provided inspirational music

 

 

 

 

      
 

         Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

 









CAWATSON
Textbox
For the full CLE handout, please contact the chairs of the Suffolk County Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts Committee.



  Gender Fairness Committee of the Twelfth Judicial District, 
                                   Supreme Court Committee 

 
Hon. Richard Lee Price, Chair 

 

Hon. Josephine Bastone, Vice-Chair 
 



Gender Fairness Committee for the Twelfth Judicial District 
 

Chair(s):  Justice Richard Lee Price, Supreme Court Bronx County Criminal Term;  
Co-Chair Honorable Josephine M. Bastone 
Members – Attached 
Counties Served:  Bronx 
 

2015 Meetings 
 

Dates of Meetings:  1/21/15, 3/6/15, 6/3/15, 7/31/15. 11/9/15 (*Note: We also held various 
subcommittee meetings during the course of the year to set up programs such as Women’s 
History Month and National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, etc;). 
Average Attendance:   10 - 15 
Do you use Videoconferencing?  No 
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop 

computer?  No 

Areas of success during 2015 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias and 

gender fairness in the courts:  Our distinct and active array of programs, specifically their 

connection to the greater community at large. 

 

2015 Special Events 
 

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 2015:  Our presenter at the event was the 
Honorable Jenny Rivera, Associate Judge of the Court of Appeals who spoke on Title IX. (See flyer 
and e-mail description annexed hereto.) 
 
Activities for Women's History Month 2015:  The Gender Fairness Committee of the 12th 
Judicial District sponsored its sixteenth annual Women=s History Month program on Friday, 
April 17, 2015.  Held in the Rotunda of the Bronx County Building, the event had approximately 
150 people in attendance. This year we honored NBC News Anchor Darlene Rodriguez.  In 
addition, the EVOLVE award was given to two promising high school girls.  Six hardworking 
court employees were named Women of Distinction. 
 

Other Special Events or Activities in 2015:  Various. Please see attached. 
 

Special Event Marketing 
 

How were your special events advertised or marketed?  Email, Mail, Flyer 
Who and how many attended?  Events ranging from 10 people in attendance to 150 people. 
Please See attached. 
Was there any press before or after?  Yes 
 

 



Future Plans 
 

What are your plans for 2016?  Bi-Monthly Meetings with various subcommittee and special 
project meetings in between. 

 
Concerns 

 

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2016? 
Understanding and sensitivity must continue. 
 

Educational Programs and Projects 
 

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the 
courthouse?  Co-chair, Hon. Josephine M. Bastone is the MCLE liaison to the Judicial Institute 
from the Bronx County Courts.  Video-simulcasts of Judicial Institute lectures are offered 
throughout the year, as well as the occasional live lecture sponsored by the Gender Fairness 
Committee or put on by some of the court personnel.  Suggestions for future lectures include:  
Updates on the prosecution of domestic violence cases, the impact of cultural differences on the 
treatment of women in the United States, trafficking, foreclosure issues, etc. 
 

Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose?  Yes 
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real-
time on your desktop computer?  Yes 
 

Collaboration 
 

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?   
Bar Associations, Domestic Violence Organizations, and The Columbia Society 
 

Is there anything else you would like to submit?  Yes, attached. 
 







































Gender Fairness Committee, New York County, Supreme Court, Civil Term 
 

Hon. Deborah Kaplan, Chair 
 

Gregory Testa, Chair 
 
 

  



Gender Fairness Committee, New York County, Supreme Court, Civil Branch 
 
Chair(s):  Hon. Deborah A. Kaplan and Gregory F. Testa, Esq. 
Members – Valerie Qualls, Secretary, Simone Abrams, Doina Almazon, Hon. Nancy Bannon, 
Hon. Arlene Bluth, Hon. Margaret Chan, Hon. Matthew Cooper, Patricia Garone, Elizabeth Gertz, 
Esq., Joan Gilbert, Hon. Judith Gische, Hon. Shlomo Hagler, Steven Helfont, Esq., Yesenia 
Herrera, Cecily Hernandez, Hon. Lynn Kotler, Joan Levenson, Esq., Dean Leslie, Esq., Deanna 
Lucci, Esq., Hon. Eileen Rakower, Sheila Riley-Aultman, Marie Rosemy, Hon. Lori Sattler, Hon. O. 
Peter Sherwood, Gloria Smyth-Godinger, Hon. Milton Tingling, John Werner, Esq., Shadai 
Wilkins 
Counties Served:  New York 
 

2015 Meetings 
 

Dates of Meetings:  Monthly including events 
Average Attendance:   10-20 members comprised of judges, court attorneys, judicial and non 
judicial staff, and court officers. 
Do you use Videoconferencing?  No 
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop 

computer?  Yes 

Areas of success during 2015 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias and 

gender fairness in the courts:  Our Committee has featured a diverse group of programs 

including a discussion with a former solicitor general, a presentation by a leader of a domestic 

violence non-profit organization, and a program featuring leaders from the ASPCA regarding the 

intersection of domestic violence and animal abuse.  We received great feedback from 

attendees and our participants.  We are happy to feature educational programs which continue 

to open a dialogue on important issues. 

 
2015 Special Events 

 
Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 2015:            

 In recognition of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, our Committee hosted a 
presentation by Howard Lawrence, Vice President of the Cruelty Intervention Advocacy Division 
of the ASPCA, and Allison Cardona, Senior Director of the Cruelty Intervention Advocacy Division.   
          This presentation discussed the intersection of domestic violence and animal abuse.  Also 
discussed was the ASPCA’s important partnership with the NYPD and with social service 
organizations in order to combat animal cruelty and domestic violence.  Both Mr. Lawrence and 
Ms. Cardona also answered questions about the ASPCA’s innovative work in this area. 
 
Activities for Women's History Month 2015:   

We hosted two Women's History programs.  The first program featured a special 
conversation with Shirley Adelson Siegel, Esq., former New York State Solicitor General.  Ms. 



Siegel discussed her education, her career, her groundbreaking legal work, and the obstacles 
which she overcame.     
          The second program featured a keynote presentation by the Hon. Judy Harris Kluger, 
Executive Director for Sanctuary for Families.  Judge Kluger discussed her work in the field of 
domestic violence and how organizations such as Sanctuary for Families provide aid and vital 
assistance to victims of domestic violence.              
          The Committee also presented court employee Ellen Wagner with the 2015 Women’s 
History Month Distinguished Service Award.  Ms. Wagner began her career with the court 
system in 1992, and has worked in various positions.  Before her retirement this winter, Ms. 
Wagner worked as an Associate Court Clerk in the Guardian & Fiduciary Office.  A reception with 
refreshments followed the award presentation.    
 

Other Special Events or Activities in 2015:   
Bring Your Children to Work Day 
 
          In April, our Committee hosted its annual "Bring Your Children to Work Day" program.    
This event welcomes children of employees in our court for a fun and educational day in the 
courthouse.  The children were greeted to a breakfast and attended a welcome presentation 
featuring courthouse employees who discussed their occupations.   
          The children also took part in a security equipment demonstration and participated in 
mock trials with Supreme Court Justices in which the children assumed the roles of judges, 
jurors, witnesses, and attorneys.  The program concluded with a pizza lunch and gift bags were 
given to the attendees.  
 
The Holocaust Remembrance Program 
 
          On April 28, 2015, our Committee co-sponsored with the Jewish Lawyers Guild, the 
Holocaust Remembrance Program.  This program featured presentations by the Honorable 
Martin Shulman, Associate Justice of the Appellate Term, First Department, and the Honorable  
Peter H. Moulton, Administrative Judge, New York County, Supreme Court, Civil Branch. 
          The program began with a traditional candle lighting ceremony by Holocaust survivors and 
their family members to honor those that lost their lives.  Judge Moulton read a brief biography 
of each family which detailed their experiences during and after the Holocaust.   
          The keynote presenter was Martin Greenfield, a survivor of the Holocaust, followed by a 
musical performance by the SAR High School Choir.  The courthouse’s historic rotunda also 
featured an exhibit entitled “Liberation and Rebirth” which included artifacts, documents, and 
photographs from the Holocaust.   
 
Caren Aronowitz Unity in Diversity Event  
 
          On June 5, 2015, the Caren Aronowitz Unity in Diversity Event was held.  Named in honor 
of Caren Aronowitz, a beloved court employee who passed away and who was instrumental in 
organizing many courthouse events, this program continues to be an incredibly popular event.  
This event is co-sponsored by various bar associations and community organizations and 



features food celebrating different cultures, several musical performances, a performance by 
the New York State Court Bagpipe and Drum Corps, and a slideshow collage celebrating the 
diversity within our courthouses.  
 
Summer Lecture 
 
          This summer our committee hosted a unique lecture and presentation featuring Robert 
Pigott, Esq., General Counsel of Phipps Houses.  Mr. Pigott spoke about his new book “New 
York’s  Legal Landmarks.”  Mr. Pigott presented a detailed slideshow which took guests on a 
historic journey visiting New York City’s courthouses and important locations in the field of law.  
This event was well attended by court staff as well as interns in our court’s summer internship 
program. 

Special Event Marketing 
 

How were your special events advertised or marketed?  Our special events are advertised and 
marketed by contacting many organizations and schools, by sending out advertisements, and by 
e-mailing groups.  We also directly contact college and law school professors so that they can 
discuss our programs with students and faculty that may be interested in attending. 
Who and how many attended?  All of our programs are open to members of the public.  The 
events are attended by judges, judicial and non-judicial staff, attorneys, bar association 
members, college and law school professors, students, and members of the community.  Our 
events generally attract about 100 people. 
Was there any press before or after?  Yes 
 

Future Plans 
 

What are your plans for 2016?   In 2016, we hope to continue to build upon the success of our 
traditional events for Women's History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Holocaust 
Remembrance, Bring Your Children to Work Day, and the Caren Aronowitz Unity in Diversity 
program.  We also hope to host a panel discussion on Elder Abuse, have a CPR training, and a 
health related event. 

 
Concerns 

 

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2016? 
Gender equality, trafficking, dating violence, and domestic violence. 
 

Educational Programs and Projects 
 

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the 
courthouse?  We would be interested in Lunch & Learn programs presented throughout the year 
featuring different topics associated with domestic violence (animal abuse, elder abuse, etc.). 
 

Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose?  Yes 



Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real-
time on your desktop computer?  Yes 
 

Collaboration 
 

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?   
Bar Associations, Colleges, Domestic Violence Organizations, and others 
 

Is there anything else you would like to submit?  Yes, attached. 
 





























































































 

 Gender Fairness Committee 
 New York County Criminal Court 

Hon. Hon. Melissa A. Crane, 2016 Chair 

 Hon. Lisa A. Sokoloff, 2015 Chair 

 Janet M. Curley, 2015-16 Co-Chair
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 New York County Criminal Court Gender Fairness Committee 

Chairs: Hon. Melissa A. Crane (2016), Hon. Lisa A. Sokoloff (2015) and Janet M. Curley 
Members – We have approximately 40 members from the NYC Criminal Court, the District 
Attorney’s Office, the Legal Aid Society, Neighborhood Defenders Services, and the New York 
County Defender Services. List is attached. 
Counties Served: New York County 

 2015 Meetings 

Dates of Meetings: April 1; May 18; January 12; and February 3.  In addition, sub-committees 
met independently to plan programs. 
Average Attendance: 12 
Do you use Videoconferencing? No 
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop 

computer?  Yes 
Areas of success during 2015 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias and 

gender fairness in the courts:  We increased committee membership by extending invitations to 

the DA’s Office, and also to attorneys from the Legal Aid Society, the New York County Defender 

Services, and Neighborhood Defender Services. 

 2015 Special Events 

Special Events or Activities in 2015:  

 2015/2/25 LGBT & the Criminal Justice System 
 2015/3/19 Women in Prison: Before, During, After – cosponsored  
 2015/10/5 Elder Abuse - cosponsored   

 

Average number or range of the number of people who attended events/programs:  75  
 

Special Event Marketing 
 

How were your special events advertised or marketed?  Email and Flyers 
Who and how many attended?  Court personnel, and attorneys affiliated with the criminal law 
practice 
Was there any press before or after?  No 
 

Future Plans 
 

What are your plans for 2016?   
     Special Events & Educational Programs 

 Scheduled: 
o 2016/3/9    Promoting Justice: Legal Issues Facing Transgendered Persons, Part 1 
o 2016/3/16  Promoting Justice: Legal Issues Facing Transgendered Persons, Part 2 
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 In Development: 
o Counterfeit Culture  
o Alternatives to Incarceration  
o Domestic Violence in the LGBTQ Community  
o Domestic Violence in the Asian Community  
o Financial Literacy for Women  
o Treatment Options for Women in Criminal Court 

 
Concerns 

 

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2016? 
Please see the above programs. 
 
Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a 
subgroup of women?   

 Defendants often come in with their children because there is a lack of daycare in the 
court 

 Language access/interpreters - availability, quality, or general usage of interpreters, 
both within and outside of the courtroom.  Criminal court lacks access to interpreters for 
speakers of languages that are not as commonly found in New York - e.g., certain 
Chinese dialects, African languages, Hebrew, and South American languages like 
Quechua. 

 More resources for domestic violence victims, and also victims of substance abuse.   
 
Do you see unmet training needs?  No 
 

Educational Programs and Projects 
 

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the 
courthouse?  Non-Violence and Peaceful Conflict Resolution Series 
 

Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose?  Yes 
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real-
time on your desktop computer?  Yes 
 

Collaboration 
 

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?   
New York City Women’s Bar Association and the Civil Court Gender Fairness Committee 
 

Is there anything else you would like to submit?  Yes.  Attached are the following:  1) list of 
gender fairness committee members; and 2) 2015 program flyers 
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NYC Criminal Court Gender Fairness Committee Members – 2015 to 2016 
 

Ahmed Almudallal 
Katherine Bajuk   
Leah Branch 
Xiomara Hinestroza Bryson 
Michelle Carmon 
James G. Clynes 
Caitlin Connolly 
Bryan Connor 
Hon. Melissa Crane  
Dawn Cunningham  
Janet Curley 
Casey Dalporto  
Elizabeth D’Antonio 
Hon. Bruna DiBiase 
Hon. Erika Edwards  
Elizabeth Fischer  
Alice Fontier 
Cristina Garcia 
Alana Gardner 
Steven Golden  
Amanda Goun 
Michelle Villasenor-Grant 
Rebecca Heinsen 
Sarah Kaufmann   
Matthew Knecht 
Bonnie Laurie 
Rachel Levy 
Melissa Livingston  
Darlene Moore McNeil  
Mauline Murrell 
Belinda Piters 
Hon. Joanne D. Quinones 
Hon. Raja Rajeswari 
Renee Reddick 
Judith Rifkin  
Kelli Sheppard-Small  
Hon. Lisa A. Sokoloff  
Hon. Steven M. Statsinger  
Cori Weston 
Regan Williams 
Shehre Yaseen 

 



 
 

NYC Criminal Court Gender Fairness Committee 
 

Co-sponsors: 
NYWBA Committee on Criminal Law 

Assigned Counsel Plan of the Appellate Division, First Department 
 
 

Present 

LGBT  
and the 

 CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
SYSTEM 

 
Date: Wednesday February 25, 2015 

Time: 1:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. 
Location:  NYC Criminal Court 

 100 Centre Street, 
 Room 535 
CLE: 1 CLE Credit 
Cost: Free 

 
 

Featuring 
 

Moderator, Hon. Steven M. Statsinger 
Judge, New York County Criminal Court 

 
Katie Doran 

Advisor to the District Attorney for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgender Issues  
 

Marc Levine 
Founder, Gay/Straight Alliance of the New York State Unified Court System 

 
Justine M. Luongo  

Attorney in Charge of the Criminal Practice, Legal Aid Society 
 

Michael Pasinkoff  
Deputy Chief of the Hate Crimes Unit for the Manhattan DA’s Office 

 
 



 
 

Co-sponsors: 
NYWBA Committee on Criminal Law 

NYC Criminal Court Gender Fairness Committee 
NY Criminal Bar Association 

Assigned Counsel Plan of the Appellate Division, First Department 

 
Present 

WOMEN IN PRISON: 
BEFORE, DURING, AFTER 

 
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2015 

Time: 5:45 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Location:  NYC Civil Court 

 111 Centre Street, 
 Room 107 
CLE: 2 CLE Credits 
Cost: Free 
RSVP:  Register at nywba.org: click on calendar 

 
 

Featuring 
 

Moderator, Hon. Melissa C. Jackson, Administrative Judge of the Criminal Court of NYC 
 

Tamar Kraft-Stolar 
Women in Prison Project Director, Correctional Association of New York  

 
Kerry Cooperman 

Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP 
 

Nathan Z. Dershowitz 
Dershowitz, Eiger & Adelson, P.C. 

 
Susan Gottesfeld 

Associate Executive Director, The Osborne Association 
 

Donna Hylton 
Community Health Advocate, St. Luke’s Hospital 

 

 

Light refreshments will be served 



 

 
 

Co-sponsors: 
NYWBA Matrimonial & Family Law Committee 

NYWBA Criminal Law Committee 
NYWBA Elder Law & Disabilities Committee 

NYWBA Domestic Violence Committee 
NY Criminal Bar Association 

Impact Center for Public Interest Law at New York Law School 
Assigned Counsel Plan of the Appellate Division, First Department 

The National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys Chapter of New York Law School 
 

 
Present 

ELDER ABUSE 
 

Date: Thursday, October 15, 2015 

Time: 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Location:  New York Law School 

 185 West Broadway  
 (between Leonard & Worth) 

 New York, NY 
CLE: 1.5 CLE Credits 
Cost: Free 
RSVP:  Register at nywba.org: click on calendar 

 
Featuring 

 
Hon. Deborah A. Kaplan, Moderator 

Statewide Coordinating Judge for Family Violence cases 
 

Hon. Judy Harris Kluger  
Executive Director, Sanctuary for Families  

 
Arlene Markarian 

Chief, Domestic Violence and Elder Abuse Unit, Kings County District Attorney's Office 
 

Professor Ann Goldweber 
Director of Consumer Justice for the Elderly: Litigation Clinic 

 

 

Reception to follow 



Kings County Gender Fairness Committee (Supreme Court, Civil Term) 
 

Hon. Gloria Dabiri, Chair 
 













































 Kings County Civil Court Gender Fairness Committee 

 
    

Hon. Robin Sheares, Chair
 
 
 
 



 Kings County Civil Court Gender Fairness Committee 

Chair: Hon. Robin Sheares 
Members: Judges: Theresa Ciccotto, Gary Marton and Leslie Stroth

       Court Attorney: Elaine Schack-Rodriguez
                    Clerks: Tanya Faye, Nicole Jones and Laurana Springer
                    Officers: Carol Jones, Sidney Moses and Jill Vega 
Counties Served: Kings 

 2015 Meetings 

Dates of Meetings: New Committee Chair for 2016.  Previous data is unavailable. 
Do you use Videoconferencing? No
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop 

computer?  No, all members do not have access to computers 

 Future Plans 

What are your plans for 2016? Morale boosters 
 Special Events & Educational Programs 
  Women’s History Month, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Essay 
 Contest, and More:  a celebration honoring women in public service 
 including former supervising judges for Civil Kings and Kings 
 Landlord/Tenant and their staff and one male employee who was 
 unanimously chosen. Date: TBA 

  For Domestic Awareness Month, we are seeking a speaker. Would also 
 like to do something for Breast Cancer. 

Meetings:  February 19, 2016 and March 4, 2016, other dates TBD.
 

Concerns 
 

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2016? 
Taking care of oneself. 
 

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a 
subgroup of women?  Currently in discussion. 
 

Educational Programs and Projects 
 

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn Sessions from 1:00 – 2:00 in the 
courthouse?  Computer training; Word and Excel, Basic foreign language 
 



Would online viewing or videoconferencing be a useful tool for this purpose?  Yes, for those 
who have computer access. 
Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real-
time on your desktop computer?  Some 
 

Collaboration 
 

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects?   
Brooklyn Women’s Bar Association. Will connect with others during the year, e. g., Brooklyn Bar 
Association and Metropolitan Black Bar Association. 
 



 
  

                                           Nyiela Barret, Co-Chair

New York County Civil Court Gender Fairness Committee

     Hon. Tanya Kennedy, (2015) Chair

          Hon. Lisa A. Sokoloff, (2016)  Co-Chair 

       Yacine Barry-Wun, Co-Chair



New York County Civil Court Gender Fairness Committee 
 
 

Name and Title of Chair(s):  
2015: Hon. Tanya Kennedy  
2016: Hon. Lisa A. Sokoloff, Yacine Barry-Wun and Nyiela Barret 
 
Members – Nyiela Barret, Yacine Barry-Wun, Michael Boyle, Lt. Diane Cuminale, Lt. William 
Evans, Hon. Cheryl Gonzales, Hon. David Kaplan, Julie Kennedy, Hon. Tanya Kennedy, Hon. Lynn 
R. Kotler, Robin Linder, James Lopez, Emily Morales-Minerva, Phyllis Munford, Angela M. 
Redman, Edwin Rosa, Hon. Jennifer Schechter, Malaika-Scott McLaughlin, Serena Springle, John 
Smith, Eric Wursthorn 
 
Counties Served:  New York County 
 

2015 Meetings 
 
Dates of Meetings:  Personal Finance Bootcamp—June 4, 12 & 19, 2015 
Average Attendance: 30+ 
Would it be useful for members to meet via videoconference/Skype from their desktop 

computer?   

Yes, for planning meetings only 

 
Special Event Marketing 

 
How were your special events advertised or marketed?  Email and Flyer 
    
 

Future Plans 
 

What are your plans for 2016? 
Programs on the following: 
The effect and future of Women in the Courts 
The effect and future of the LBGT community in the Courts 
What every person should know about Breast Cancer  (Bright Pink) 
 
Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a 
subgroup of women?  Yes, Child care centers   
 



 Queens County Criminal Court Matters Gender Fairness Committee
        The Judicial Committee on the Women in the Courts of the
                    Supreme Court Civil Term and Criminal Term 

Hon. Marguerite A. Grays, Chair

 
 

Hon. Marcia Hirsch, Chair

 
 



Queens Criminal Court Matters Gender Fairness Committee 

The Judicial Committee on the Women in the Courts of the Supreme Court 

Civil Term and Criminal Term 

 

 

Chairs:  Hon. Marguerite Grays, Civil Term and Hon. Marcia P. Hirsch, Criminal Term 

Counties Served:  Queens 

 

2015 Meetings 

Dates of Meetings:  March 30, 2015, July 1, 2015 and October 30, 2015 

Average Attendance:  40 

Do you use Video Conferencing?  No 

Would it be useful for members to meet through a video conference from their desktop 

computer?  Yes 

Please share any areas of success during 2015 for your committee and/or in general regarding 

gender bias and gender fairness in the courts:  The Criminal and Civil Terms of the Supreme 

Court and the Criminal Court of Queens County have combined their resources this year.  As a 

result, we have been able to co-host three very successful programs throughout the year with an 

average attendance of approximately 40 people per event.    

 

2015 Special Events 
 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month:  On October 30, 2015, Hon. Judy Harris Kluger, Executive 

Director of Sanctuary for Families was our guest speaker for Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month.  Sanctuary for Families is New York's leading service provider and advocate for survivors 

of domestic violence, sex trafficking and related forms of gender violence. 

 

Women’s History Month:  On March 30, 2015, the joint committee's hosted a screening of a 

documentary film entitled "Geraldine Ferraro -- Paving the Way".  Opening remarks were made 

at the program by the Queens Borough President, Hon. Melinda Katz.  A reception followed the 

program. 

 

Other Special Events or Activities:  On July 1, 2015, the joint committee's hosted our second 

annual program entitled "Women and Money Update --Taking Charge of Your Financial Future".  

Madison Planning sponsored the lunch time program.  A lively question and answer session 

followed the presentation 

 

 

 



Special Event Marketing 

 

How were your special events advertised or marketed?   

Email and Flyer 
 

Who and how many attended?  30 - 50 

Judicial and non-judicial employees attended, including secretaries, court officers and clerks, as 

well as members of the Queens District Attorney's Office, and the Queens County Women's Bar 

Association.  Attendance ranged between 30 and 50 people. 
 

Was there any press before or after?  No 

 

Future Plans 

What are your plans for 2016?  Women’s History Month and Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month programs. 

 

Concerns 

What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2016?   

Lack of promotional opportunities available for women in the courts, and opportunities in 

general.  The secretaries are concerned about their future in the court system.   Women and 

Money is still a topic worth exploring, with many of our younger members concerned about the 

high cost of college and our older members concerned about caring for elderly family members 

and having enough savings to retire. 
 

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a 

subgroup of women?  Women participants in our various treatment courts struggle to find child 

care, good jobs and adequate housing.  Women with mental illness face additional barriers due 

to the stigma of having this disease. 
 

Do you see unmet training needs?  Continued computer training is needed particularly in light of 

the Court’s updated computer systems and programs. 

 

Educational Programs and Projects 

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn sessions from 1:00-2:00 in the 

courthouse?  Managing stress in the workplace; effective communication skills and continued 

financial workshops. 
 

Would online viewing or video conferencing be a useful tool for this purpose?  Yes 
 



Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real 

time on your desktop computer?  Yes 

 

Collaboration 

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 

Bar Associations including the Queens County Women’s Bar Association and the Madison 

Planning Group, Inc. 

 











Staten Island Gender Fairness Committee 
 

Hon. Barbara I. Panepinto, Chair 
 

Hon. Karen A. Wolff, Chair 
 



Staten Island Gender Fairness Committee 

 

Chairs:  Hon. Barbara Irolla Panepinto and Hon. Karen Wolff 

Members:  Claire Cody Miller, Esq., Susan Quirk, Esq. (Special Referee, Richmond County 

Supreme Court, Rian Silverman (Court Attorney to Hon. Karen Wolff), Karen Soren, Esq., Alison 

Hamanjian, (Court Attorney Referee Richmond County Family Court) 

Counties Served:  Richmond 

 

2015 Meetings 

Dates of Meetings:  4/16/15, 10/20/15, 2/17/16 
 

Average Attendance:  5 
 

Do you use Video Conferencing?  No 
 

Would it be useful for members to meet through a video conference from their desktop 

computer?  No 
 

Areas of success during 2015 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias and 

gender fairness in the courts:  Conference on violence in Relationships at New Dorp H.S., Breast 

Cancer Awareness program 

 

2015 Special Events 

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month:  "Stop the Violence/Break the Violence: 

Violence in Relationships" at New Dorp H.S.: The acclaimed, brilliant and talented theatrical 

group Girl Be Heard presented a theater piece about sexual assault and relationships, and a 

panel discussion was held with a speaker from the Richmond County D.A.'s Special Victim's Unit 

and the Director of Diversity Compliance at the College of Staten Island. 

 

Other Special Events or Activities:  Co-Sponsored breast health awareness program at the 

Richmond County Supreme Court for Breast Cancer Awareness Month. The speaker was 

Catherine Putkowski O'Brien, LCSW, a breast cancer survivor and Director of Health Education 

for the SIBCRI (Staten Island Breast Cancer Research Initiative) located at the College of Staten 

Island. 

 

Special Event Marketing 

How were your special events advertised or marketed?   

Email, Mail, and Flyer 
 



Who and how many attended?  Approximately 60 teens attended the high school program and 

approximately 75 attorneys and court staff attended the Breast Cancer Awareness program 

Was there any press before or after?  No 

 

Future Plans 

What are your plans for 2016? 

We are planning to partner with a new high school as well as the Richmond County D.A. and 

other speakers for a program involving social media and communication.  We are also planning 

a program for breast cancer awareness month. 
What is your projected meeting schedule for 2016?  April-date TBD

 

 Concerns 
What issues regarding women and gender in the courts do you think are important in 2016?  

Appointed counsel in matrimonial cases 

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a 

subgroup of women? Child Care Centers and Supervised Visitation

 

Educational Programs and Projects 

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn sessions from 1:00-2:00 in the 

courthouse?  Stress management and health and wellness. 

 

Would online viewing or video conferencing be a useful tool for this purpose?  Yes 

 

Collaboration 

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 

SI Women's Bar Association, College of Staten Island, Girl Be Heard theatrical group, Richmond 

County D.A.'s Office, New Dorp H.S. 

 



GENDER FAIRNESS PROGRAM 

VIOLENCE IN RELATIONSHIPS                                     
STOP THE VIOLENCE/BREAK THE SILENCE 

With a Special Theatrical Performance by  

 

            

 

 

 

 

     

                                                             

When: April 16, 2015                 
6PM to 8PM 

Where: New Dorp High School                          
465 New Dorp Lane                                                 

Staten Island, NY 10306 

Program is FREE to Attend                                          
Pizza will be served! 

 
  “G!RL BE HEARD”- original theatrical performance- strengthening girls' voices 

 Tuesday Muller-Mondi, Special Victims Unit Deputy Bureau Chief -Richmond County District Attorney’s Office  

 Danielle Dimitrov,  Director of Diversity Compliance at the College of Staten Island- providing information about 

campus resources for victims of sexual assault 

Presented by: 

Staten Island Women’s Bar Association                      

Staten Island Gender Fairness Committee                     

in association with                                                            

New Dorp High School Law & Justice Program 

For more information: 646-468-5906 

 



      JUDGES & LAWYERS BREAST      
             CANCER ALERT

        And The

And  The

             NYS Judicial Committee on Women in the Courts/Gender     
                                       Fairness Committee       
   

And The

                                   Staten Island Gender Fairness Committee 

cordially invite you to their

ANNUAL
BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

BREAKFAST

Tuesday, October 20, 2015

9:15 A.M.

Supreme Court House
26 Central Avenue

**Refreshments will be served**
Come Join Us and Show Your Support!!!





 Gender Fairness Committee 
Bronx County Family Court 

 
Hon. Carol Sherman, Chair 

 
  



 

Bronx Family Court Gender Fairness Committee 

 

Chair:  Hon. Carol Sherman 

Members:  Mary Jane Cotter, Court Attorney; Denise Dizzene, CWCIP Liaison; Rhonda Young, 

Case Coordinator; Mara Felder, Bronx Defenders; Deborah Gould, Children's Law Center; Kim 

Kavern, Safe Horizons; Lauren Lerner, Court Attorney Referee; Sue Levy, Court Attorney Referee; 

Jacqueline Saed, ACS Legal Services; Christina Paska, Assistant Corporation Counsel; Mike 

Williams, Clerk of Court; Lauren Teichner, Bronx Defenders; Rebecca Visgaitis, Assistant 

Corporation Counsel; Rhonda Albright, Children's Law Center; Deborah Gould, Children's Law 

Center; Barbara Stock, JRP, Legal Aid Society;  Dr.  David Junowitz, Bronx Family Court Mental 

Health Services; Anita Parker, St Luke AME Church; Lindsay Copeland, Court Attorney 

Counties Served:  Bronx 

 

2015 Meetings 

Dates of Meetings:  March 18, June 10, September 11, November 30 
 

Average Attendance:  14 
 

Do you use Video Conferencing?  No, we use teleconferencing. 
 

Would it be useful for members to meet through a video conference from their desktop 

computer?  No 
 

Areas of success during 2015 for your committee and/or in general regarding gender bias and 

gender fairness in the courts:  In addition to our educational programs, breast cancer screening, 

and Dress for Success program, the supervised visitation program at St Luke AME Church 

continues to go very well and expanding the space to accommodate more families in the Bronx 

and has also expanded to accept cases from Manhattan Family Court.  Efforts are underway to 

expand to other churches in the City.  The Committee is also gathering information on the use of 

technology to increase visitation options for children of incarcerated parents.  

 

2015 Special Events 

Activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month: 

We sponsored a three-part CLE program focusing on effective representation of a victim of 

domestic violence and the prosecution of a family offense case from filing, motion practice and 

trial to disposition. The presentation included a moot court. The program was very well received.  
 

 

 



Other Special Events or Activities: 

 The committee sponsored a CLE program in June dealing with Challenges Faced by 

Young Parents.  

 We sponsored the SCAN Mobile for Breast Cancer Awareness and conducted a very 

successful clothing drive for Dress for Success. 

 

 

 Special Event Marketing 
How were your special events advertised or marketed?  

Email and Flyer 

Who and how many attended?  

About 80 - 100 people attended the CLE programs during DV Awareness 

Month 

Was there any press before or after?  No 

Future Plans 

What are your plans for 2016? 

 We are planning 2 programs related to the issues of young/teen mothers and 

young/teen fathers and teen mothers and fathers who are themselves in foster care with 

or without their babies. 

 A Part 2 CLE program on young parents who were previously in foster care. 

 A CLE program on commercially sexually exploited transgendered youth. 

 A presentation on tele-visits between children and their incarcerated parent. 

 A CLE program on Orders of Protection with an in-depth look at applicable Penal Law 

sections. 
 

What is your projected meeting schedule for 2016?  January 27, 2016, other dates TBD   

 

Concerns 

Do you see operational issues in your court or judicial district that adversely affect women or a 

subgroup of women? 

Supervised visitation and breastfeeding space.  We do not have breastfeeding space, and we 

need more changing tables.  We also need more supervised visitation programs. 

Educational Programs and Projects 

What topics would you like to see developed for Lunch & Learn sessions from 1:00-2:00 in the 

courthouse?  Young teen mothers and fathers as mentioned above. 
 

Would online viewing or video conferencing be a useful tool for this purpose?  No 
 



Would you or your members be more able to participate if the program was available in real 

time on your desktop computer?  No 

 

Collaboration 

Have you joined with groups outside the courts for programs or projects? 

Please see the attached minutes of our meetings and flyers for our programs. 
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