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Appeal from an order of the Family Court, Herkimer County
(Thaddeus J. Luke, J.), entered September 28, 2021 in a proceeding
pursuant to Social Services Law § 384-b.  The order, inter alia,
terminated the parental rights of respondent with respect to the
subject child.  

It is hereby ORDERED that the order so appealed from is
unanimously affirmed without costs.

Memorandum:  In this proceeding pursuant to Social Services Law 
§ 384-b, respondent father appeals from an order that, inter alia,
terminated his parental rights with respect to the subject child on
the ground of abandonment.  We affirm.

Contrary to the father’s contention, a “parent who has been
prohibited from direct contact with the child, in the child’s best
interest[s], continues to have an obligation to maintain contact with
the person having legal custody of the child” (Matter of Lucas B., 60
AD3d 1352, 1352 [4th Dept 2009] [internal quotation marks omitted];
see generally Matter of Miranda J. [Jeromy J.], 118 AD3d 1469, 1470
[4th Dept 2014]).  Here, petitioner has legal custody of the child,
and there is no evidence that the father made any effort to maintain
contact with petitioner.  We conclude that petitioner established by
the requisite clear and convincing evidence that the father abandoned
the subject child (see Matter of Anthony J.A. [Jason A.A.], 180 AD3d
1376, 1377 [4th Dept 2020], lv denied 35 NY3d 902 [2020]).  Finally,
we have reviewed the father’s remaining contentions and conclude that
they are without merit.
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