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Appeal from a judgment of the Genesee County Court (Charles N.
Zambito, J.), rendered August 15, 2017.  The judgment convicted
defendant upon his plea of guilty of attempted arson in the second
degree.  

It is hereby ORDERED that the judgment so appealed from is
unanimously affirmed. 

Memorandum:  Defendant appeals from a judgment convicting him
upon his plea of guilty of attempted arson in the second degree (Penal
Law §§ 110.00, 150.15).  Defendant’s contention that his guilty plea
was not knowing, voluntary, and intelligent survives the valid waiver
of the right to appeal and is preserved for our review by his
sentencing letter, which County Court construed as a motion to
withdraw the plea (see People v Dames, 122 AD3d 1336, 1336 [4th Dept
2014], lv denied 25 NY3d 1162 [2015]).  Defendant’s assertions on
appeal that he was coerced into taking the Alford plea are belied by
his responses to the court’s searching inquiries during the plea
colloquy (see id.).
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