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In light of continuing restrictions on the filing and prosecution of foreclosure matters in 
New York State arising during the course of the COVID-19 public health emergency, we have 

established the following temporary protocol for handling of residential and commercial 
foreclosure proceedings, effective June 24, 2020: 

• Commencement documents in foreclosure proceedings must be filed with the court by
NYSCEF or mail only at this time (AO/121/20 [Attach. A]).

• Until further order, commencement papers in commercial and residential foreclosure
proceedings are required to include two additional documents (AO/131/20 [Attach. B,
with exhibits]):

1. A form plaintiffs attorney affirmation, indicating that counsel has reviewed
the various state and federal restrictions and qualifications on foreclosure proceedings 
and believes in good faith that the proceeding is consistent with those restrictions and 

qualifications (Attach. B, Exh. I); and 

2. A form notice to defendants-tenants (in English and Spanish), informing them
that they may be eligible for an extension of time to respond to the complaint in light of 
legal directives related to the COVID-19 pandemic, and directing them to a website link 
for further information (Attach. B, Exhs. 2,3). 




















