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LOVE WAS IN THE AIR AS A RECORD NUMBER OF COURTHOUSES
t h roughout New Yo rk State and the country celebrated Na t i o n a l
Adoption Day 2002, setting aside a day in November to finalize
the adoptions of hundreds of children from foster care and pay
homage to our nation’s adoptive families.

T h i rty-four jurisdictions, including c o u rts in over a doze n
New Yo rk State counties, part i c i p a t e d in National Adoption Da y
2002, planning special activities for the families and handing
out donated T- s h i rts, teddy bears and gift bags to the new l y
adopted yo u n g s t e r s .

The nationwide initiative was
launched three years ago to call at-
tention to the large number of fos-
ter children in need of p e r m a n e n t
homes: of the a p p rox i m a t e l y
565,000 foster children in this
c o u n t ry, some 131,000 are cur-
rently eligible for adoption, with
6,068 in New Yo rk State alone.

“These children are the re s p o n-
sibility of our entire community, ”
says Eighth Judicial Di s t r i c t
Ad m i n i s t r a t i ve Judge Sh a ro n
Townsend. “The court’s special
focus on adoptions today made it
possible to accomplish in one day
the number of adoptions that ord i-
narily would take more than a month to finalize,” she told those
assembled for Erie County Family Court’s first Na t i o n a l
Adoption Day cere m o n y, held on Sa t u rd a y, November 23rd .

C o n s e q u e n t l y, six-year-old De rek—one of the 40 yo u n g-
sters whose adoptions we re finalized at the court that day—
n ow has a loving home to call his own. De rek left the court-
house with his new adoptive mom and dad, Bu f f a l o
schoolteachers DiAnne and Michael Lewis, and their two
daughters, with whom he’d been living for the past ye a r. T h e
youngster lived with several foster families as he watched his
four biological siblings re c e i ve permanent homes. “I’m happy
to be in this family... I ’m not going anywhere,” declared the
shy first-grader as he hugged his mom, who said she and her
husband decided to adopt a son after she’d experienced difficult
p regnancies with their daughters. “He completes our family, ”
said Mr. Lewis, re l i e ved the legal process was finally ove r. 

The mood was equally festive at Manhattan Family Court
in dow n t own New Yo rk City, where a re c o rd 349 adoptions —
consolidated from the City’s five boro u g hs—we re finalized on
November 23rd. New Yo rk City Family Court has taken part 
in National Adoption Day for the past three years. “It’s a
unique opportunity to highlight adoptions and bring together
the court community to celebrate these children and families,”
New Yo rk City Family Court Ad m i n i s t r a t i ve Judge Jo s e p h
Lauria says of the annual eve n t .

Veteran magician Mi c h a e l
Sherman, a court officer at
Richmond County Family Court ,
was on hand in the court waiting
a reas to add to the day’s exuberance,
e n t e rtaining youngsters and adults
alike with his cre a t i ve brand of leg-
e rdemain. The only downside: the
youngsters enjoyed his magic act so
much they could barely pull them-
s e l ves away when it came time to go
into the court room to have their
adoptions finalized. 

It was a highly emotional day for
all, including the Staten Island court
officer-cum-magician and father of
two, who observes, “When I do my
weekend shows, more than 90 per-

cent of the children have seen magic before, but many of these
youngsters we re seeing it for the ve ry first time. It was really an
amazing thing, watching the look on their faces.” Of f i c e r
Sherman is already planning next ye a r’s New Yo rk City adop-
tion event and hopes to add some other entertainers to the mix.

National Adoption Day was sponsored by the Alliance for
C h i l d re n’s Rights, Casey Family Se rvices, Childre n’s Ac t i o n
Ne t w o rk, the Congressional Coalition on Adoption In s t i t u t e ,
the Da ve Thomas Foundation for Adoption, the Freddie Ma c
Foundation and Target, with the New Yo rk State Office of
C h i l d ren and Family Se rvices, local child pro t e c t i ve agencies
and numerous other organizations lending their support to the
Adoption Day festivities held throughout New Yo rk. Ot h e r
p a rticipating New Yo rk State counties included Albany, Na s s a u ,
Onondaga, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Suffolk, To m p k i n s ,
Ulster and We s t c h e s t e r. ◆

Eighth Judicial District A d m i n i s t rative Judge Sharo n
Tow n s e n d ,who until recently served as superv i s i n g

j u d ge of Family Court for the district,with the Simpson
family at the Erie County Family Court National A d o p t i o n

Day 2002 celebra t i o n.

Courts Celebrate Day of Back-to-Back Adoptions



Money Manager Finds Jury Service A Rich Experience

J u ry service left a lasting—and quite
f a vo r a b le— i m p ression on financial
adviser Susan Palmer Austin, an

alternate juror on a criminal trial in Su f f o l k
County this past Oc t o b e r. Though it was
her first time sitting on a jury panel, Ms.
Palmer Austin isn’t new to the voir dire
p rocess and re p o rts that jury service was
considerably more pleasant and conve-
nient this time around. “The selection
p rocess and trial moved along ve ry nicely.
I didn’t feel burdened,” says the
Salomon Smith Barney vice
p resident and mother of four
who last served some four ye a r s
a g o.

Ms. Palmer Austin was not
only pleasantly surprised by
h ow well her time was spent,
but also quite taken with the professionalism of all the court
p l a ye rs—f rom the security personnel to the defense team—
as well as with the diversity of the jury, a mix of occupations,
nationalities and ages.

Recalling more re t i rees, homemakers and students on
j u ry duty during her last stint, Ms. Palmer Austin notes how
pleased she was this past fall to see doctors, lawyers, eve n
judges, among the juro rs—the result of legislation enacted
in 1996 abolishing automatic exemptions from jury serv i c e
based on occupation and other factors. Admitting that she,
too, was able to avoid jury service in the past because of the
n a t u re of her work, she says she’s more than happy to serve ,
especially if it means a more equitable jury pool. “Now a
j u ry is made up of a lot of people who in the past didn’t have
to serve. As I sat in the jury box this past fall, I was re m i n d e d
of the importance of having a jury of one’s peers,” she adds. 

Another thing Ms. Palmer Austin found different about

her recent jury service: her colleagues’ and
f r i e n d s’ response to the news that she’d
been summoned as a juror was extre m e l y
positive, unlike years back. “I felt this
time, when I told people I’m on jury duty,
they reacted differe n t l y. It seems like the
tide is turning, that people are looking at
j u ry service not just as a civic re s p o n s i-
bility but as a very important job,” she
says. Coincidentally, Ms. Palmer Au s t i n
had the opportunity to get this ve ry mes-

sage across to her youngest
daughter, a fifth-grader who
was learning about the three
branches of government just as
mom was on jury duty.

Which brings us to the
matter of how Ms. Pa l m e r
Austin kept life in balance while

juggling a family, a full-time career and jury service. This ve ry
busy working mom, who’s quite active in her community,
attributes her successful balancing act to having “a wonderf u l
husband and four darling children,” plus the determination
to make all the pieces come together, so to speak. She likes
integrating outside activities with family interests, and says
that her love for her work—and short commute to and fro m
the office—also add up to a happier home life.

Ms. Palmer Au s t i n’s winning formula is actually a simple
one: “W h a t e ver you need to do, you do. Just smile, and
make it work.” Na t u r a l l y, this includes performing one’s
civic duty. “I’m an extremely busy person, so if I could find
j u ry service a manageable experience, then certainly almost
a n yone should be able to,” she says. Appealing to those who
a re reluctant to serve, she advises, “Just think about what an
i m p o rtant job it is. You may even find that you like it, and
a re sure to learn something in the pro c e s s . ” ◆
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“ Now a jury is made up of a lot of people
who in the past didn’t have to serve. 
As I sat in the jury box this past fall, 
I was reminded of the importance of 

having a jury of one’s peers.”

We’d like to hear from you. We also welcome any
comments about the newsletter as well as story ideas for
f u t u re issues. Please send juror anecdotes, newsletter
suggestions and story ideas to:

Jury Pool News Editor
New York State Unified Court System
25 Beaver Street, Suite 867
New York, NY 10004
E-mail address: ahackel@courts.state.ny. u s

For a virtual courthouse tour, a lesson in the evolution of
our court system or to learn more about the New Yo r k
State courts’ educational and community outreach pro g r a m s ,
visit us on the Web at:

w w w. c o u r t s . s t a t e . n y. u s / c o m m u n i t y _ o u t re a c h

Jury Pool News is published quarterly by the New York State 

Unified Court System’s Office of Public Aff a i r s .

I n t e rested in sharing your jury experience with our readers? 



Leaders Get Tips on Disaster Planning at NYC Conference

J urists, court administrators and
public officials from around the
c o u n t ry met in lower Ma n h a t t a n

this past fall to exchange ideas on
h ow courts can better pre p a re for
emergencies, from hurricanes to
c y b e rt e r rorism. Mo re than 275
people attended the 9-11 Su m m i t :
C o u rts in the Aftermath of
September 11, hosted by the 
New Yo rk State Unified Court
System in conjunction with the
National Center for State Court s ,
Pace Un i versity and the Center for
C o u rt In n ova t i o n .

The summit took place at the
Marriott Financial Center, located a 
f ew blocks away from Ground Ze ro.
The hotel had been transformed
into a triage center, then a refuge for
s c o res of emergency personnel,
f o l l owing the attacks. Holding the
t h ree-day conference here seemed to
g i ve the meeting an even gre a t e r
sense of purpose as well as a
heightened sense of spirit.

Planning Essential 

“ September 11 has made us all
p a i n f u l l y a w a re of the need to plan
for f u t u re emergencies, and this
c o n f e re n c e g i ves us an opport u n i t y
to share our concerns and expert i s e
so that we can be as well equipped
as possible to carry out the
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of justice smoothly a n d
e f f e c t i vely in any situation facing
us,” said New Yo rk State Chief
Judge Judith Kaye as the summit
kicked off. Among the topics
discussed we re lessons learned fro m
9-11 and other disasters,
communicating with employe e s ,
litigants, jurors and others during a
crisis, safeguarding essential re c o rd s

in an emergency, terrorism laws and
d i s a s t e r - related litigation.

The Human Side

New Yo rk State Chief
Ad m i n i s t r a t i ve Judge Jo n a t h a n
Lippman, who part i c i p a t e d on seve r a l
panels, spoke with emotion
about the human side of
the t r a g e d y. Many New Yo rk
State court employees and
their families suffere d
personal losses, and thre e
c o u rt officers perished in the
World Trade Center re s c u e
e f f o rts. “You cannot take
people for granted, and these
kinds of instances make it so
graphically apparent that we’re
all in this together,” he said.

With eight of the 
s t a t e’s courthouses in the
immediate vicinity of
Ground Ze ro and seve r a l
C o u rt of Claims court ro o m s
formerly housed at Fi ve
World Trade Center, Ju d g e
Lippman also discussed the
enormous operational challenges—
d e s t royed phone lines, limited access
to court buildings and the
u n a vailability of police officers to
testify at criminal trials, to name 
a few—facing the New Yo rk St a t e
c o u rt system following the tragedy.
The first step tow a rd re c ove ry 
is establishing a clear chain 
of command and a means to
communicate with that command
s t ru c t u re, said the judge, also
underscoring the value of visible,
accessible leadership at eve ry stage 
of a crisis.

United States District Court
C l e rk Ro b e rt Dennis of Ok l a h o m a

C i t y, who was in The Alfred Mu r r a h
Federal Building when it was bombed
in April 1995, emphasized the
i m p o rtance of being sensitive to
p e o p l e’s individual needs and
coping mechanisms in getting court

operations back up after a disaster.
“ For many it was emotionally
uplifting to reunite with their work
f a m i l y, yet they we re not ready to 
do the job all day long,” said 
M r. Dennis, recounting his ow n
experience with employees follow i n g
the bombing. He suggested bringing
e m p l oyees in from other court locations
to assist those who are having a hard
time carrying out their normal range
of duties in the aftermath of a disaster.

S a f e ty Drills Critical
K a ren Gre ve Milton, circ u i t

e xe c u t i ve for the United St a t e s
C o u rt of Appeals, Second Circ u i t ,
New Yo rk City, was in Wa s h i n g t o n ,
D.C., on September 11, 2001. 

Commonplace items like flashlights and whistles are
c ritical in an emerge n cy and helped save lives on

September 11,NYC Police Commissioner Raymond Ke l l y
told 9-11 Summit attendees.
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Questions, comments or suggestions about the jury system? Call 1-800-NY- J U R O R ,

e-mail us at: nyjuro r @ c o u r t s . s t a t e . n y.us or write to 

Chief Judge Judith Kaye, Continuing Jury Reform, 25 Beaver Street, New York, NY 10004

continued on page 6



A
n experimental court offering non-
violent mentally ill offenders tre a t-
ment in lieu of jail was recently inau-

gurated in New Yo rk City. The Bro o k l y n
Mental Health Court, which celebrated
its official opening last Oc t o b e r, began
taking cases in Ma rch 2002, just two ye a r s
after a survey of 98,000 people arraigned
in Brooklyn re vealed that as many as 25
p e rcent had moderate to seve re mental
health pro b l e m s .

In addition to a tailored tre a t m e n t
plan, the specialized court provides med-
ical, housing and other services in gett i n g
offenders on track. Pa rticipants must
e n t e r a guilty plea, with the charges e i t h e r
dismissed or reduced after successful
long-term compliance with court - m a n-
dated treatment and other conditions.
Offenders are re q u i red to appear before
the judge and meet with the court’s case
managers on a regular basis to re p o rt on
their pro g re s s .

Need for Collaboration

“ Mental illness is one of the most chal-
lenging issues facing our society today, ”
said New Yo rk State Chief Ad m i n i s t r a t i ve
Judge Jonathan Lippman at the court’s in-
augural cere m o n y. “Mo re and more men-
tally ill people are finding their way into a
criminal justice system that is neither 
designed nor equipped to respond to their 
re s o u rc e - i n t e n s i ve needs,” he continued,
citing cuts in mental health programs in
the 1970s, the drug epidemic of the past
two decades and the housing crisis among
the causative factors.

Judge Lippman said the innova t i ve
Brooklyn court, with its specially trained
judge and staff and its link to essential
s e rvices, offers mentally ill defendants
the chance at a pro d u c t i ve, law-abiding

life. “Without effective treatment, jail is
just a way station on the road to more
s e ve re illness, more antisocial behavior,
m o re crime, more arrests and more jail
time,” he stated. 

James Stone, commissioner of the
New Yo rk State Office of Mental He a l t h ,
called the Brooklyn Mental He a l t h
C o u rt a testimonial to the benefits of col-
laboration between the mental health
community and criminal justice system.
“Both systems will benefit from informed
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g , c ross-training and 
re s o u rce-sharing,” he said.

New Approach Shows Promise

The St a t e’s Office of Mental He a l t h
is among the court’s key partners, play-
ing a vital role in its planning and pro-
viding funding for an evaluation study
and other programs. Commissioner
Stone is optimistic that the court’s inno-
va t i ve approach will reduce criminal ac-
tivity while enhancing the quality of life
for those who suffer from mental illness.

A critical step in this direction is 
getting the information needed to craft
p e r s o n a l i zed treatment plans. “Wi t h
mental health re s o u rces so limited, find-
ing a treatment program suitable to the
d e f e n d a n t’s illness and personal history
is crucial,” says Brooklyn Mental He a l t h
C o u rt Clinical Di rector Lucille Ja c k s o n .
Ms. Jackson and her team conduct mul-
tiple interv i ews with each defendant,
also working with a consulting psyc h i a-
trist in developing a treatment pro g r a m
based on the offender’s individual needs. 

“What will motivate people with
mental illness is so complex, based on
their individual histories and personali-
ties,” adds Carol Fi s l e r, the court’s pro-
ject dire c t o r, who says that along with

t a i l o red treatment plans the court em-
p l oys individualized sanctions and re-
w a rds to help defendants stay on course.
Ms. Fisler also points out that early in-
t e rvention is critical in increasing the
odds of long-term stability for those
with a chronic mental illness. “Ta k e
s c h i zo p h renia. With each psyc h o t i c
episode you have, your ability to re t u r n
to the level you started at diminishes, as
indicated by empirical evidence,” she
says. 

Judge Ma t t h ew D’Emic, who pre-
sides over the court, lights up when talk-
ing about one of the court’s younger de-
fendants who suffers from schizo p h re n i a
and hasn’t missed a court hearing yet, is
sticking with his treatment program and
a l ready has plans to re - e n roll in college.
“ It’s a balance between public safety and
helping the defendant. We’ve got to re-
place fear with concern and compas-
sion,” says the judge, who anticipates
the Brooklyn Mental Health Court will 
see its first 100 cases by ye a r’s end. ◆
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S TATE’S FIRST MENTAL HEALTH CO U RT OPE N S

J u d ge Matthew D’Emic, seen here in his
ch a m b e rs, expects the experimental 
B rooklyn Mental Health Court to see

its fi rst 100 cases by ye a r ’s end.

THE GOALS
• improve the court’s ability to identify, assess 

and evaluate mentally ill offenders
• provide judges, prosecutors and defense attorneys 

with more complete information so they can make 
better informed decisions

• link mentally ill offenders with appropriate mental 
health treatment and motivate them to stay in treatment

• reduce recidivism
• enhance communication and collaboration between the

criminal justice and mental health systems

TO ACHIEVE THESE GOALS, THE COURT
• performs detailed assessments, crafting individualized

treatment plans for offenders 
• requires offenders to meet with case managers 

and appear regularly to report on their treatment 
and overall status 

• holds offenders accountable via a system of graduated
sanctions and rewards 

• works with a wide array of government and not-for-profit
service providers to address housing, medical, substance
abuse and other problems offenders may be facing

M E N T A L  H E A L T H  C O U R T  A T  A  G L A N C E
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W ith infants the fastest-growing segment of the
foster c a re population—accounting for 20 perc e n t

of the nation’s 500,000-plus foster children—a pilot
p rogram launched last year in the Bronx Family C o u rt 
is focusing on the special health and developmental n e e d s
of newborns to one-year-olds in foster care. Nearly 80
p e rcent of these babies are born to substance-abusing
mothers, and almost 40 percent are born either pre m a t u re
or underwe i g h t .

The Babies Can’t Wait initiative aims to prov i d e
these infants, who are four to five times as likely as
c h i l d ren in the general population to suffer deve l o p m e n t a l
delays, with medical and other services that will maximize
their healthy development and, in turn, their prospects for
a permanent home. The program, funded in part by the
Ro b e rt Wood Johnson Foundation, is the brainchild of
the New Yo rk State Permanent Judicial Commission on
Justice for Children, an alliance of judges, child advo c a t e s ,
legislators and academics devoted to addressing the needs
of children in the St a t e’s child we l f a re system.

“ Infants have ve ry different experiences in foster 
c a re than older children,” explains Sh e ryl Di c k e r, the
C o m m i s s i o n’s exe c u t i ve dire c t o r. “T h e y’re less likely to be
reunified with their families and tend to remain in their first
placements nearly twice as long. Also, the latest re s e a rc h
tells us that a third of all infants discharged from foster care
return to the child we l f a re system, a strong indication that
the problems leading to their initial placement have
remained unre s o l ved.” Though more than half of foster
c a re infants have serious health problems, a significant
number never re c e i ve pediatric vaccinations or other basic
medical care, with learning and other disabilities even less
likely to be addressed, adds Ms. Di c k e r.

Educational Seminars A Step in the 
Right Direction

Physicians are often missing critical pieces of
information, making quick diagnosis and treatment of
foster care children ve ry difficult, says Dr. Lisa Sh u l m a n .
A pediatrician at the Albert Einstein College of Me d i c i n e ,
Dr. Shulman discussed this and related concerns before an
audience of judges, lawyers, casew o rkers and other key
p l a yers in the child we l f a re system during a seminar at the

Bronx Family Court earlier this ye a r, part of the Ba b i e s
C a n’t Wait initiative. “ Mo re people need to follow up on
these childre n’s developmental needs,” Dr. Sh u l m a n
e m p h a s i zed, with Su p e rvising Judge of the Bronx Fa m i l y
C o u rt Clark Richardson cautioning, “Do not assume
someone else will ask the question that needs asking.”

Topics discussed over the course of the seminar
included brain development in the first year of life,
i n f a n t s’ bonding patterns, and the effects of pre n a t a l
e x p o s u re to drugs and alcohol. Pa rticipants re v i ewe d
sample cases, and using the Commission’s “checklist for
the healthy development of foster childre n”—10 basic
questions to identify the health, developmental and
emotional needs of foster children as well as gaps in
s e rv i c es—came up with an appropriate permanency plan. 

Ongoing Dialogue is Key

“ Our staff found the information on child
d e velopmental stages, and attachment patterns and
medical “red flags” in infant development, part i c u l a r l y
useful,” comments Do rothy Alicia, head of the Bro n x
Division of Child Protection for the Administration for
C h i l d re n’s Se rvices, the City’s child pro t e c t i ve agency.
Concurring that the seminar series was successful in
raising awareness about the importance of an infant’s
attachment to the primary caretaker as well as other vital
issues, child psychologist and Babies Can’t Wait guest
l e c t u rer Susan Chinitz adds that sustained collaboration
b e t ween child we l f a re practitioners, legal pro f e s s i o n a l s
and child experts is critical in changing the child we l f a re
system for the better.

Foster Care Infants
Benefit from “Babies 
Can’t Wait” Initiative

B ronx Family Court Supervising Judge Clark Rich a rdson raises a point
d u ring a seminar on infant development and related issues sponsored 
by Babies Can’t Wa i t .D r. Lisa Shulman (seated) informed part i c i p a n t s
that foster ch i l d re n ’s medical files are often missing essential data.

continued on page 6



Babies Can’t Wait has alre a d y
made some strides in this re g a rd .
Ac c o rding to Azra Fa r rell, deputy
d i rector of the Permanent Ju d i c i a l
Commission on Justice for Childre n ,
the Bronx seminars have led to gre a t e r
cooperation between the City’s child
p ro t e c t i ve agency and the court, also
p roviding the court ongoing access to
community-based medical and other
s e rvices. Ms. Fa r rell re p o rts that a
second lecture series took place in
Brooklyn Family Court in De c e m b e r,
with more such dialogues in the

planning. “If we can bring the science
of early childhood to the judges and
other key players, we’ll be doing much
better by these children,” she says.

Helping Foster Children Achieve 
Their Potential

In addition to ensuring that court
personnel, child we l f a re workers, care-
takers and others have the necessary
information to address the health and
d e velopmental re q u i rements of foster
c a re infants, Babies Can’t Wait is
closely monitoring infant cases in
d e veloping protocols to reduce the

length of foster care stays and
o t h e rwise improve outcomes for these
babies. The pilot program is also
exploring the court s’ use of child
e x p e rts for consultation on difficult
c a s e s .

Bronx Family Court Judge Ga y l e
Ro b e rts believes the court is most
f o rtunate to be part of the Babies Can’t
Wait initiative, adding, “By focusing
on the needs of our most vulnerable
litigants during a critical period in
their development, we will help to
e n s u re that these children grow up to
attain their maximum potential.” ◆
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A phone conversation with her
d e p u t y, who was looking out his
office window in the lowe r
Manhattan courthouse and wit-
nessed the second plane hitting the
World Trade Center as they spoke,
led to a split-second decision to
e vacuate the building. T h o u g h
e ve ryone was safely re m ove d f rom the
building, it quickly became appare n t
the courthouse e vacuation plan
needed some work. “ People ended
up in dead-end stairwells and in the
basement,” recalls Ms. Milton, who
admits she will never look at emer-
gency drills the same way. 

During his keynote speech, New
Yo rk City Police Commissioner
Raymond Kelly reiterated the signif-
icance of taking emergency drills
m o re seriously. “Higher-ups tend to
be dismissive of fire and eva c u a t i o n
drills. T h e y’re inconvenient, but
n e c e s s a ry,” he admonished. Commis-
s i o n e r Kelly also suggested keeping
an ample supply of flashlights,
whistles and pro t e c t i ve masks on
hand in case of an emergency.
“These we re three items that helped
s a ve lives on September 11,” he said.

A Little Common Sense Goes A
Long Way

While much of the discussion
c e n t e red around the difficulties

faced by lower Manhattan court s
in the aftermath of the Se p t e m b e r
11 attacks and the wisdom since
a c q u i red, Judge Joel Medd of
Grand Fo rks, No rth Dakota, and
s e veral others shared what they
learned from living through floods
and other natural disasters.Po i n t i n g
out that floods are the most com-
mon of all disasters, Judge Me d d
o f f e red these simple words of advice
in reducing flood damage: “Do not
keep your re c o rds in the basement.”

And on the subject of safe-
g u a rding re c o rds—a critical step
in keeping just about any gove r n-
ment or business entity func-
tioning these days—a rc h i v i s t
A n d rew Potter re c o m m e n d e d
f o l l owing the “s e ven perc e n t
s o l u t i o n”: usually, no more than
s e ven percent of re c o rds are eve r
re t r i e ved. T h e re f o re, it’s imperative
to prioritize your re c o rds, making
c e rtain those that are the most
likely to be needed within 48 hours
of an emergency are also the most
accessible, he says. 

Some other tips dispensed by
the various experts over the thre e
days: make duplicate lists of
emergency contacts and other vital
information; secure an alternate
site for operations in the event of a
disaster; know eve ry nook and cranny
of your building and include

building maintenance personnel
on your emergency team; and d o n’t
overlook disgruntled employe e s
and other “insiders” in weeding out
t h reats to computerized systems.

Ending on a High Note

Despite all the talk of fire s ,
floods and other tragedies, the
mood was upbeat at the close of day
t h ree, with attendees eager to re t u r n
to their home districts and put into
practice some of what they learned. 

District of Columbia Court of
Appeals Chief Judge Annice
Wa g n e r, who was accompanied to
the summit by several of her admin-
i s t r a t o r s and staff members, said
she picked up a lot of good ideas to
take back home, adding that the
discussions really opened her eye s
to the importance of establishing a
ve ry clear line of authority in any
emergency situation. Chief Ju d g e
Thomas of the Su p reme Court of
Ohio spoke of the importance of
looking at the bigger picture in an
emergency: “Although we’re
independent in terms of our judicial
re s p o n s i b i l i t y, we’re interd e p e n-
dent when it comes to planning
for disasters,” he said, calling on
jurists nationwide to take a leader-
ship role in these ongoing effort s .◆

“DISASTER PLAN” continued from page 3

“ BABIES CAN’T WA I T ” continued from page 5



“It’s great to know that the 
court system appreciates jurors,”
commented third-time juror Damie Grace
following the Nassau County Supreme Court
juror celebration,where those doing their civic
duty enjoyed a complimentary breakfast and
morning newspaper.

P A G E  7

Stars Add Sparkle to Jury Celebration

T he jury assembly room at the 60 Centre Street
courthouse in lower Manhattan took on an
effervescent quality this past November 21st as an

all-star cast shared their jury experiences and lauded jurors
statewide for their central role in our system of justice. 

“I feel that everyone who serves on a jury and
partakes in the process of determining someone’s
innocence is a celebrity,” legendary singer Roberta Flack 
told an audience comprising jurors, judges and
elementary and high school students. 

Actor David McCallum, probably best know for 
his role as the dashing Illya Kuryakin in the ’60s TV hit
“The Man from U.N.C.L.E,” was overcome by it all. 
“It is indeed an honor to be standing in this building . . . and
to be a part of this whole system. I find all this so very
emotional . . . because I read the papers every morning,
and I see all the places where this doesn’t exist,” said the
Scottish-born thespian, his voice cracking. 

Chris Noth seemed right at home at the downtown
courthouse, which served as the set for some of the early
episodes of TV’s “Law and Order,” in which he played
Detective Mike Logan. “Being a juror is a little bit like
auditioning. You don’t always get picked,” quipped the
charismatic star of the popular HBO series, “Sex and the
City.” On a more serious note, Mr. Noth added that the
jury system “forms the fabric of the justice system, the
fabric of democracy.” 

“When you think about it, 12 complete strangers
drawn randomly deciding an individual’s future may seem
strange, but it is the bedrock of our justice system because

we have an uncommonly positive view of what we can
do—we can be fair,” said United States Court of Appeals
Judge Sonia Sotomayer, adding, “I have yet to participate
in a trial in which I have doubted the goodwill of the
jurors. Every jury I have ever come in contact with has
been fervently committed to the process.”

Other notables on hand to cheer jurors on included
actresses Julianne Moore and Kathleen Turner, singer
Maxine Brown, New York University President John
Sexton and ESPN commentator Neil Smith. The star-
studded event was one of many celebrations held
throughout the State in late November paying tribute 
to the 600,000-plus jurors who serve in New York 
each year. ◆

Kathleen Turner and David McCallum share a moment at the
Manhattan Supreme Court juror tribute.
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AC RO S S

1 . I t ’s this or jail
5 . B re a k f a s t , e. g .
9 . Medium-sized variety store

1 3 . A legendary name in tennis
1 7 . N u l l i f y
1 8 . To d ay, in Rome
1 9 . Columbus is its cap i t a l
2 0 . The accused’s answer 

to a charge
2 1 . Diner item, p e r h ap s
2 2 . H e ave n ly body
2 3 . Multinational alliance: a b b r.
2 4 . Feline sound
2 5 . C e rtain ducks
2 7 . E n j oy 5-Acro s s
2 9 . A s s e rts befo re prov i n g
3 1 . Beatles’ hit
3 6 . Baltic or Caspian
3 7 . Legal pro fe s s i o n
4 0 . Writer Ephro n

4 1 . S i n g l e s
4 3 . Fill with joy
4 7 . Suffix with “ l e g a l ”
4 8 . Aid for a gro c e ry shopper
5 0 . Picnic pests
5 2 . P l ay the lead
5 3 . Goal of some beach-go e r s
5 4 . Furnace or fire p l a c e
5 6 . G a rd e n e r ’s “ m e d i u m ”
5 8 . S i c k
5 9 . Ta l ke d
6 1 . Someone shunned 

by society
6 3 . Empty talk
6 5 . On in ye a r s
6 7 . U p s e t
6 9 . To k yo,o n c e
7 0 . Speak in a bare ly 

audible vo i c e
7 4 . D e f i e s
7 6 . L aw f u l
8 0 . R o c ker Stew a rt

8 1 . Use scissors
8 3 .D e rek Je t e r, for one
8 5 . Kimono sash
8 6 .M i m i c s
8 8 .T i f f
9 0 .C h r i s t m a s
9 1 .C o t
9 2 .A n n oying ones
9 4 . One of the continents
9 6 .F a s t e n e d
9 8 . “__ A Wonderful Life ” ,

Frank Capra wo r k
9 9 . Dined 

1 0 1 . Did a judge’s task
1 0 4 .P a rticipant in 33-Dow n
1 0 8 .C h a r a c t e r- b u i l d i n g

o r g a n i z a t i o n :a b b r.
1 0 9 . Yearn fo r
1 1 3 . This can cause indigestion
1 1 4 . Ginger ale or root beer
1 1 6 .P rocess a suspect

fo l l owing an arre s t

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 7 9 1 0 11 1 2 1 3 1 4 1 5 1 6

1 7 1 8 1 6 1 9 1 7 2 0 1 8

2 1 2 0 2 2 2 1 2 3 2 2 2 4

2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0

3 1 3 2 3 3 3 4 3 5 2 8 3 6

3 7 3 8 3 9 4 0 3 2 4 1 4 2 4 3 44 3 4 45 3 5 46 3 6

4 7 4 8 4 9 5 0 4 0 5 1 5 2 4 1

5 3 5 4 5 5 5 6 5 7 4 6 5 8

5 9 6 0 6 1 4 8 6 2 6 2 6 3 6 3 4 9 6 4

5 0 5 1 6 5 6 6 6 7 6 8 5 3 6 9

7 0 7 1 7 2 7 3 5 6 7 4 7 5 7 6 7 7 7 8 7 9

8 0 8 1 5 9 8 2 8 3 6 0 84 8 4 7 0 8 5 6 2 6 3

8 6 8 7 6 5 8 8 8 9 7 3 9 0 7 5 6 8 9 1

9 2 7 7 9 3 9 4 7 9 9 5 9 6 8 0 9 7 7 2 9 8

9 9 1 0 0 1 0 1 7 4 1 0 2 7 5 7 5 7 5 7 6 1 0 3 7 7 7 8 7 9

1 0 4 1 0 5 1 0 6 1 0 7 8 0 1 0 8 8 1 1 0 9 11 0 111 11 2

11 3 11 4 8 6 11 5 11 6 11 7 11 8 11 9 1 2 0

1 2 1 1 2 2 8 9 1 2 3 9 0 1 2 4

1 2 5 9 2 1 2 6 9 3 1 2 7 9 4 1 2 8

1 2 0 .C u p i d ’s counterpart
1 2 1 . Sandwich shop
1 2 2 . Actor Baldwin
1 2 3 .S p i r i t
1 2 4 .D i s m o u n t e d
1 2 5 .P a r a d i s e
1 2 6 . Egg part
1 2 7 . See 123-Acro s s
1 2 8.A dd i t i o n a l

D OW N

1 .A rre s t
2 . Po ker stake
3 .C o n c e p t
4 . In a humble way
5 .C h e r, to Chastity
6 . Subject of study 

for Fre u d
7 .E a r l i e r
8 . Cruise ship
9 .N o rt h western state

1 0 .T h a t ’s it!
1 1 .A c t ress More n o
1 2 . Need for home-

i m p rove m e n t
e n t h u s i a s t s

1 3 . Ta kes to a higher
c o u rt

1 4 .H e avy punch
1 5 . At this place
1 6 . Rabbits have 

f l o p py ones
2 6 .H i l l a ry Rodham

C l i n t o n ’s title,
for short

2 8 . Bustling excitement
3 0 . Grant or Marv i n
3 2 . Shoe part
3 3 .C o u rt room eve n t
3 4 . Spring holiday
3 5 . Has a longing (fo r )
3 7 . Places a wager
3 8 . In a ve ry timely

f a s h i o n :a b b r.
3 9 .N evada city
4 2 .D i s c o n t i nu e
4 4 . Keep __, p e r s i s t :

2 wo rd s
4 5 .L i ke a skyscrap e r
4 6 . First name of Pe rry

Mason cre a t o r
4 9 .L u kew a r m

5 1 . Noble title of yo re
5 4 .A s s i s t s
5 5 . Pass along, as new s
5 7 . Kitchen utensil
6 0 .B oxing decision:

a b b reviation (plural)
6 2 .P a rticipated in a

second political race
6 4 . Another shoe part
6 6 . Cozy places
6 8 .I n d i c a t e
7 0 . “D ress up”, as a

p a c k a g e
7 1 .E x p e c t
7 2 . __ of Marc h
7 3 . Regis Philbin’s co-host
7 5 . Yarn length
7 7 .D e s e rt in 94-Acro s s
7 8 . Act as an accomplice
7 9 .C ove r s
8 2 . Win ap p rov a l , as a bill
8 4 . Ben Franklin

i nve n t i o n , for short
8 7 .S u b s t i t u t e :

hyphenated wo rd
8 9 . Fe a t u re on some

c u rt a i n s
9 3 . Canonized one: a b b r.
9 5 .R e p ly, for short
9 7 . Winter month: a b b r.

1 0 0 . Written wo r k
1 0 2 .F u r n i t u re item
1 0 3 . Indulge in fantasy
1 0 4 .M ove like a flamingo
1 0 5 . __ up, f ro z e n
1 0 6 .M o s a i c
1 0 7 .U n a c c o m p a n i e d
1 1 0 .M r. G u t h r i e, of fo l k

song fame
1 1 1 . __ dire, i m p o rt a n t

stage in the juro r
selection pro c e s s

1 1 2 .E a s t , in Barc e l o n a
1 1 5 .I t ’s the second

smallest state: a b b r.
1 1 7 .F rying need
1 1 8 .“ D i a ry __ Mad

H o u s ew i fe,” 1970
f l i c k : 2 wo rd s

1 1 9 .C e l e b r a t e d
d o c u m e n t a ry - m a ke r
B u r n s

STUMPED? CHECK OUT W W W.NYJUROR.COM/SOLUTION.HTML FOR SOLUTION TO PUZZLE




