
Courts Adopt New Strategy to
Fight Addiction and Crime

“My most rew a rding judicial experience” is how Rochester City
C o u rt Supervising Judge John R. S c h w a rtz describes the two and a half
years that he served as the presiding judge of Rochester Drug Tre a t-
ment Court , one of the oldest treatment courts in the country and
N ew Yo r k ’s first. Judge Schwartz wo r ked with criminal justice pro fe s-
s i o n a l s ,c o m munity leaders and treatment providers in developing the
specialized court ,which opened in Janu a ry 1995. The Rochester court ,
l i ke the nearly 300 drug treatment courts that have since sprung up
a c ross the nation, targets nonviolent o f fenders addicted to drugs,
mandating them to complete an intensive drug t reatment program as
an alternative to jail. Those charged with sexual crimes, child abuse,
drug sales or we apons possession are not accepted by the court .

Eligible defendants re fe rred to Rochester’s treatment court enter
into a written contract with the judge,d e fense attorney and pro s e c u t o r,
a g reeing to abide by all the court ’s re q u i rements in exchange for hav i n g
their charges reduced or dismissed if they successfully complete the
p ro g r a m . P a rticipants are closely monitored throughout tre a t m e n t
and are re q u i red to undergo frequent drug testing and appear befo re
the judge for re g u l a r ly scheduled status hearings. O f fenders face
p e n a l t i e s , including time in jail and re m oval from the pro g r a m , if t h ey
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use drugs or fail to show up for tre a t-
ment or court ap p e a r a n c e s . To help
d e fendants get their lives back on
t r a c k , the court also provides a wide
range of support services such as
medical tre a t m e n t , job training and
f a m i ly counseling.

To graduate, d e fendants must be
d r u g - f ree for at least a year and wo r k-
ing or attending school. Those without
high school diplomas are re q u i red to
complete a general equivalency diploma
p ro g r a m . With over 250 graduates to
d a t e, the Rochester Treatment Court
is one of the largest drug courts in the
c o u n t ry and has re c e i ved national
acclaim as a model pro g r a m .

How It All Began    
In the mid-1980s, the emergence of

crack cocaine placed a tre m e n d o u s
strain on courts nationwide as arre s t s
for drug-related crimes soare d , ye t
t h e re we re few if any treatment ser-
vices available to defendants with drug
p ro b l e m s . For many defe n d a n t s ,i n c a r-
ceration by itself was not enough to
b reak the cycle of illegal drug use and
c r i m e, and a new ap p roach—one that
would add ress the abuser’s underly i n g
a ddiction and p rovide treatment and
s u p p o rt services to promote long-term
re e n t ry into society—was needed.

The first court to adopt a tre a t m e n t -
based ap p roach opened in Miami in
1 9 8 9 .Other communities soon began
experimenting with treatment court s ,
and in1994 Congress authorized t h e

Drug Court participant (middle) appears befo re
the judge for a status heari n g ,f l a n ked by his drug
counselor (left) and lawye r.
© Rochester Democrat and Chro n i cl e
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U. S.A t t o r n ey General to provide grants to states and
I n d i a n tribal governments to establish treatment court s .
The nu m b e r of these courts has grown rap i d ly since
t h e n , and New York has become a leader in this
national move m e n t .

Early Results Exceed Expectations   
Despite the stringent re q u i rements of drug court s

and their difficult target populations, m o re than 70
p e rcent of drug court defendants nationwide stay in
t re a t m e n t . While more than half of the drug-add i c t e d
o f fenders who are prosecuted in traditional courts will
be arrested again, re a rrest rates for drug court part i c-
ipants are well under 30 percent and less than 10
p e rcent for graduates.

The high retention rates for participants and low
re a rrest rates are attributed in part to the discipline
and encouragement provided by the judge and other
dedicated members of the court team. At drug court ,
i t ’s not uncommon for the judge to praise defe n d a n t s
for staying on course or for the e n t i re court room to
b reak into applause when a part i c i p a n t reaches a
milestone in tre a t m e n t . S i m i l a r ly, tough sanctions let
o f fenders know the court means business.These strate-

gies have been instrumental in significantly re d u c i n g
p a rticipants’ drug use and eliminating it altogether fo r
those who go on to graduate.

A Real-Life Success Story
Jodi Calkins,who graduated from Rochester’s tre a t-

ment court last Fe b r u a ry, had hit rock bottom when
she first arr i ved there, fo l l owing her arrest for drug
p o s s e s s i o n . P regnant at the time, Jodi had already give n
up her other two children to drugs. She say s ,“I don’t
k n ow if I ’d be around today if not for the court ,w h i c h
m o t i v a t e d me to stay clean and take responsibility fo r
my life. I had a healthy baby, obtained joint custody of
my middle son, resumed my relationship with my eldest
child and became reacquainted with my mom.” Jo d i
re c e n t ly discove red she enjoys working with her hands
and is now learning construction. She also is active in
the court ’s alumni gro u p,which assists re l apsing part i c-
ipants and has been a great support network for her.
“Not eve ry day is easy, but life is go o d ,” she add s .

New York Continues Its Leading Role    
N ew Yo r k ’s Buffalo City Treatment Court was

re c e n t ly named a mentor drug court , a distinction
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Not even the ri ch and famous can get out of jury duty these day s . This past
N ovember 19th, in celeb ration of the state court system’s third annual Ju ro r
Ap p re c i ation We e k ,a c t o rs Robert DeNiro and Harvey Keitel joined Bro a dway
star Bernadette Pe t e rs , NBC “ To d ay Show ” host Katie Couri c, WNBC new s
a n chor Chuck Scarboro u g h , and WPIX we at h e rman Irv “ M r. G” G i ko f s ky and
stood befo re a packed jury room in Manhattan Supreme Court to talk ab o u t
the important contri butions of juro rs and about their own ex p e rience as juro rs
this past ye a r. Fe d e ral Ju d ge Sonia Sotomayor from the Second Circuit Court
of Appeals was also feted for doing her civic duty.

Said Mr. DeNiro of the justice system,“The only way it wo rks is if eve ry-
b o dy is invo l ved in it.” Ke i t e l , a fo rmer court rep o rt e r, j o ked about how “ t h ey
fi n a l ly caught me,” but said that he re a l ly enjoyed being a juro r. Ms.C o u ri c
told the crowd that she’s never yet been selected for a trial but hopes to ge t
p i cked one day, while Chuck Scarborough spoke about the link between jury service and our democra cy. “ I t ’s
both a duty and enri ching to see our criminal justice system fi rs t h a n d. We must ensure as best we can that those
who are accused of a crime or those who have a gri evance in a civil matter have a fair and just heari n g,” he said.   

The star- s t u dded event was one of many fe s t ivities held in courthouses throughout the state during Ju ro r
Ap p re c i ation Week 1998, c e l eb rated through the week of November 16th.

C O U R T I N G T H E S TA R S

A c t o rs Harvey Keitel (left) 
and Robert DeNiro



fo r m e r ly held by the Rochester
c o u rt and one that Buffalo now
s h a res with 12 other nationally
recognized treatment court s .
Chosen to provide training and
s u p p o rt to established drug court s
as well as those in the planning
s t a g e s , mentor courts are selected
on a rotational basis by the National
Association of Drug Court Pro fe s-
sionals in conjunction with the U. S .
D e p a rtment of Ju s t i c e. Ju d g e
S c h w a rtz is a founding member of
the National Association of Drug
C o u rt Pro fessionals and pre s i d e n t
of the new ly formed New Yo r k
State Association of Drug Court
P ro fe s s i o n a l s ,which held its first
training confe rence in A l b a ny this
past Nove m b e r.City Court Ju d g e
R o b e rt Russell, who presides ove r
B u f f a l o ’s treatment court , is vice
p resident of New Yo r k ’s A s s o c i a t i o n
of Drug Court Pro fessionals and
s e rves on the national association’s
b o a rd of dire c t o r s .

Judge Russell says that playing such
an important part in the re c ove ry of
d r u g - a ddicted defendants has gre a t ly
enriched his life. He explains,“ E a c h
o f fender re p o rts to me on a re g u l a r
b a s i s , so I actually get to witness the
p e r s o n ’s transfo r m a t i o n . For me, i t ’s
the greatest feeling when yo u n g
people are accepted back into their
p a rents’ homes,mothers regain cus-
tody of their childre n , fathers re t u r n
home to their families and wo m e n
g i ve birth to drug-free babies.”
N a t i o n a l ly,women enrolled in drug
c o u rt programs have alre a d y g i ve n
b i rth to over 500 drug-free babies,
p reventing immeasurable human
s u f fering and saving millions of dollars
in medical and social service costs.

N ew Yo r k ’s other mentor drug

c o u rt , the Bro o k lyn Tre a t m e n t
C o u rt , is also the busiest drug court
in the country,handling fe l o ny arre s t s
and serving a variety of offe n d e r s ,
including probationers ord e red to
p a rticipate in tre a t m e n t . The court
o f fers an arr ay of on-site phy s i c a l
and mental health serv i c e s — w i t h
an emphasis on the special needs of
female participants—and re q u i re s
all defe ndants to perform commu-
nity serv i c e. “ C o m munity serv i c e
p rovides a way for our part i c i p a n t s
to give back to the neighborhood
and it builds self-esteem,” say s
P roject Director Valerie Raine.

The court ’s custom-built
c o m p u t e r system—a model that
will soon be used by all the state’s
drug court s — g i ves Judge Jo A n n
Fe rdinand a detailed history of each
d e fe n d a n t , including past arrests and
t re a t m e n t , so she can make
i n formed decisions about eve ry
c a s e. At the high-tech court ,t h e
names of defendants who re a c h
milestones in treatment are

d i s p l ayed on the court ro o m ’s large
t e l evision monitor for all to see.

Keeping Up the Momentum 
Treatment courts save an estimat-

e d $5,000 per defendant in just jail
d ays alone and are making a positive
i m p a c t on public health and safe t y,
child we l f a re,e m p l oyment and other
vital community issues, so there ’s
no my s t e ry to their phenomenal
e x p a n s i o n .

T h e re are curre n t ly 15 drug
c o u rt s operating in New York with
another soon to open in the Bro n x
and several more in various stages
of planning. N ew York is expanding
its leadership ro l e : refining the
model in the criminal courts while
also adap ting it for drug-add i c t e d
p a rents charged with child neglect in
the Family Court . The goal of this
n ewest effo rt is to ensure that chil-
d re n who are in foster care due to
their parents’ substance abuse
m o re quickly achieve safe, s t a b l e
and permanent homes. ◆
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The following appeared in The New York Times on September 7,
1998 in the “Metropolitan Diary” section by Enid Nemy 

with Ron Alexander.

The Scene:Ve ra Institute of Justice Ombu d S e rvice booth at New Yo rk Stat e
S u p reme Court in Bro o k lyn.  The Ombu d S e rvice listens to juror concern s
and handles individual juror pro bl e m s .

Fi rst Ju ro r :“ You gotta get me out of jury serv i c e.  It’s aga i n s t
my principles to judge my fellow man.  It’s against my
re l i gi o n .”

Second Ju ror (interru p t i n g ) :“ H ey, bu ddy!  How mu ch do we
get paid?”

B rian Maxey, the Ombu d S e rvice law intern : “ $ 4 0 .”

Fi rst Ju ro r : “A day ? ” Muses a moment. “ We l l , for $40, m ay b e
I could judge my fe l l ow man.”



D i vo rce is never easy, but things can get even stickier
when there are children invo l ve d . Too often, c h i l d ren of
p a rents who are parting ways find themselves caught in
the middle of emotionally
charged battles that can turn
quite ugly. F a m i ly Court Ju d g e
Robert Rossi of Onondaga
County in Syracuse,N ew Yo r k ,
has seen this happen too many
t i m e s .He re fers separating and
d i vo rcing parents invo l ved in
custody and visitation cases
f rom his court to Children 1st!,
a program designed to help
p a rents in conflict re s o l ve dif-
fe rences without hurting their
c h i l d re n .

Judge Rossi,who has serve d
on the Onondaga County
Family Court since 1988,
began re fe rring parents to the
p rogram when it first start e d
in the summer of 1995 and
n ow mandates about a third
of separated or divo rced par-
ents to take the four-hour
s e m i n a r. “I get a lot of positive
fe e d b a c k ,even from those re-
q u i red by the court to attend,”
s ays Rossi.He continu e s ,“ C h i l-
d re n 1st! focuses on the child’s
emotional needs and makes the parents realize that
b i c ke r i n g ,using the child as a pawn and saying bad things
about the other parent can be very damaging to a
yo u n g s t e r. You see a change in parents who attend the
seminar, and many couples end up working out their
p roblems rather than prolonging the case.”

Raising Awareness Is the First Step 
Children 1st! was developed by a group of mental

health pro fe s s i o n a l s ,l aw ye r s , judges and mediators who

t h rough their work came to understand the critical need
for a support i ve,educational program to benefit childre n
of divo rcing pare n t s . Couples who are splitting up are
u s u a l ly in such emotional turmoil they tend to ove r l o o k
their children’s special needs during this extremely
stressful time. Children 1st! helps these parents put
things into perspective, taking them through the
psychological stages of the divo rce process and explain-
ing how to re s o l ve conflicts and work together for the

sake of the children. The
p rogram also pre p a res pare n t s
to deal with a child’s anger,
sadness and other possible
reactions to divo rc e ; p rov i d e s
i m p o rtant information on legal
issues such as custody,v i s i t a t i o n
and support; and makes re fe rr a l s
for those who need add i t i o n a l
h e l p.Fo l l ow-up classes are av a i l-
able to parents who have special
issues they ’d like add re s s e d .

The seminar,which combines
team-teaching with educational
videotapes and handouts, is
taught by a highly experienced
staff of volunteer mental health
workers, attorneys and family
m e d i a t o r s .Each partner attends
the seminar separately,with the
class offe red on Saturd ays and
weeknights to accommodate
p a rents’ varying schedules. T h e
Onondaga County Mental
Health Association provides
s u p p o rt staff and a meeting facil-
ity for the pro g r a m .

“What we do at Children 1st! is raise parents’
c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,” says Ronald Heilmann, who chairs the
program’s steering committee. He adds, “It’s so
important for these parents to discover they’re not
a l o n e,that there are other couples tackling similar, if not
the same, p ro b l e m s .The pro g r a m ’s nu m b e r-one goal is
to make life better for the child. To accomplish this, we
first have to make the parents aw a re that they ’re behav i n g
in a manner that could be detrimental to their kids and
s h ow them there are better ways of dealing with the
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Court Tells Divorcing
P a r e n t s ,

PUT THE KIDS FIRST

© Faye Ellman



anger and conflict.”   Family mediator and fo r m e r
law guardian Christine Hickey, who is on the
steering committee of Children 1st! and helped
develop the four-hour program, agrees with
Heilmann that the first step to change is
aw a re n e s s . S ays Ms.H i c key,“At Children 1st!,we
ask high-conflict couples to see things from the
c h i l d ’s point of view,and that can be an eye - o p e n e r.
The great thing is, there’s no shame or guilt
attached. It’s a forgive-yourself-and-move-on
ap p roach with a support i ve teaching team.”    

William Murr ay was re fe rred to Children 1st!
about three years ago and found the program
invaluable because it reaffirmed his belief that
p a re n t s ,re g a rdless of their diffe re n c e s ,must alw ay s
consider the welfare of their children above all
e l s e. “ I t ’s a compre h e n s i ve program that includes
a lot of information about both the legal and
emotional aspects of separation and divo rc e,” say s
M u rr ay, who is now a member of the pro g r a m ’s
teaching team. Nancy Zampini, another Childre n
1st! graduate, is grateful to the court for re q u i r i n g
her to attend the seminar and say s ,“I alw ays fe l t ,
deep dow n , that the most important thing is fo r
my kids to know that their parents love them and
that it’s okay to love both mommy and daddy.
C h i l d ren 1st! made me see how right I was.”

Seeking A Less Adversarial 
Approach to Divorce 
Children 1st! recently initiated plans for a

citywide confe rence to discuss the impact divo rc e
has on children’s lives and the community as a
whole, inviting those from relevant disciplines,
including education, the law, psychology and
m e d i c i n e, to attend. Ronald Heilmann and others
i nvo l ved in planning the confe rence hope it will
blossom into an ongoing dialogue.

Programs like Children 1st! are proving so
successful around the country that New York’s
Unified Court System has begun a pilot pro g r a m
in some parts of the state, directing parents in
custody and visitation cases to participate in
p a rental education programs conducted by trained
vo l u n t e e r s . ◆
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We should be able to choose when to visit
the non-custodial parent without guilt and
without our parents fighting about it.

No lectures about why the split occurred.

Do n’t use us as a tool against the other
p a r e n t .

Do n ’t fight in front of us.

Do n ’t lie to us.

We s h o u l d n ’t have to like your new
boyfriend/girlfriend.  Let us decide for
ourselves and in our own good time.

Do n’t talk to us about money. We feel like
t h e r e ’s a price tag on our heads. Work out
the financial problems on your own.

Do n’t ask us to collect child support; 
i t ’s unfair.

E x pensive gifts don’t necessarily show your love.
Simple gifts say a lot more.

Do n’t play favorites with our brothers 
and sisters.

W e should have a lawyer of our own, one
who is concerned about us and is not a
friend of the family. 

Children 1st! asks divorcing
parents to heed the Kids’ Bill
of Rights (below), written by
a group of seventh-graders.

Kids’ Bill of Rights
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Prior to 1996,when a state law
eliminating all jury exe m p t i o n s —
including those for judges—was
e n a c t e d , Judge Frederic S.B e r m a n
could only wonder what it might
be like to serve on a jury and take
p a rt in deliberations. So he was
quite pleased when he re c e i ved his
first jury summons in the mail this
past Ju n e. S ays Berman,who was a
trial judge for 25 years befo re
retiring at the end of 1997,“I had
p resided over more than 500 fe l o ny
trials and, of course,was curious to
see how things looked from the
p e r s p e c t i ve of the jury box .” 

Judge Berman re p o rted for jury
duty at 60 Centre Street in
M a n h a t t a n ,w h e re he’s now the
judicial hearing officer in charge of
the jury selections. He was some-
what surprised to actually be
chosen for a case, considering his
past and present invo l vement with
the judicial system. “It was a rare
o p p o rtunity and one that I had long
been looking fo r w a rd to,” he say s .

His was a civil case involving a
pedestrian who had been hit by a
t a x i c a b. Although liability had
a l ready been conceded, t h e re was
still the question of monetary dam-
ages to be aw a rded the plaintiff.
Berman admits to one small pro b-
l e m once the testimony began. “ I
had this strange impulse to call out
‘sustained’ or ‘ ove rruled’ each time
one of the attorneys made an
o b j e c t i o n , but somehow managed
to restrain my s e l f ,” he say s .

When the jury was set to begin
d e l i b e r a t i o n s , Berman declined the

o f fer to serve as
fo reperson as he didn’t
want  to be given any
special treatment just
because of his pro fe s s i o n .
I m p ressed by how seri-
o u s ly the jurors took their
responsibility and how
c a re f u l ly they fo l l owed the
instructions of law give n
by the judge,Berman say s ,
“ We started out with a
wide range of o p i n i o n s ,
reaching a ve rd i c t a f t e r
s everal hours of live ly
discussion in which all the
j u rors took part .D e s p i t e
d i f fering viewpoints at the
o n s e t , eve ryone was
e xt re m e ly amicable and re s p e c t f u l .
N a t u r a l ly, it was difficult to put a
dollar amount on the plaintiff’s pain
and suffe r i n g , but we eve n t u a l ly
came to a consensus, a rriving a t
what I think was a ve ry fair ve rd i c t .”

During his years as a trial judge,
Berman alw ays took time out to
thank juro r s , handing each a cert i f i-
cate for completion of service that
he personally inscribed. To this day,
he cherishes the many letters he’s
re c e i ved in re t u r n .N ow,h e ’s able
to tell jurors that he knows first-
hand what it’s like to serve.

Berman has been overseeing jury
selection for the civil division of
M a n h a t t a n ’s Supreme Court since
J a nu a ry 1998. In this ro l e, he intro-
duces the attorneys for the part i e s
to pro s p e c t i ve juro r s ,b r i e f ly
describes the case and explains
what is expected of juro r s . He also
decides which if any jurors should
be excused for cause at the outset,
so that they can be spared the
tedium of sitting through voir dire
for a case on which they are unable
to serve. After the attorneys com-
plete their examination of the

Both Judge and Juror

If you have an interesting jury ex p e rience yo u ’d like to share or have com-
ments or suggestions about the jury system, you can call 1-800-NY- J U RO R
or write to:

CH I E F JU D G E JU D I T H S. KAY E

CO N T I N U I N G JU RY RE F O R M

25 BE AV E R ST R E E T

NE W YO R K, NY 10004

J u d ge Fre d e ric S. B e r m a n
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j u ro r s , Berman presides over the
p ro c e d u re during which the law ye r s
e xe rcise their pere m p t o ry chal-
l e n g e s . This speeds up the pro c e s s
c o n s i d e r a b ly, with selections usually
completed by the first day.

Judge Berman’s lifetime accom-
plishments read like a “ W h o ’s W h o ”
e n t ry. As a young law yer in private
p r a c t i c e, he got invo l ved in John F.
Ke n n e d y ’s campaign for the pre s i-
d e n c y,which led Berman to the
decision to devote his life to public
s e rv i c e.He was elected a state sena-
t o r in 1964, re p resenting M a n h a t-
t a n ’s Upper East Side for two ye a r s ,
and was appointed rent and housing
commissioner in 1966 by then-
M ayor John Lindsay.L i n d s ay ap p o i n t-
ed him to the bench in 1973,a n d
Berman was later re appointed by
t h ree other New York City mayo r s:
Abraham Beame,E d w a rd Koch and
Rudolph Giuliani.

A graduate of New York Law
S c h o o l ,w h e re he’s re c e n t ly
completed his 40th year as a
p ro fe s s o r,Berman is a history buff,
a rdent sports fan and devotee of
old-time radio who presents radio
p rograms from ye s t e ryear to hospi-
t a l s ,nursing homes and senior citi-
zen centers in his spare t i m e.

A s ked if he has any wo rds of
wisdom he’d like to share with first-
time jurors based on his own expe-
rience as a juro r, Judge Berman say s ,
“I would tell them that as juro r s
t h ey are making an important con-
tribution to our system of justice.
Those selected for cases may have
some difficult decisions to make
during deliberations, but it’s a wo n-
derful experience and unlike any
o t h e r.” ◆

It was a
T h u r s d ay just
b e fo re last
s u m m e r ’s
Fo u rth of Ju ly
we e ke n d ,w h e n
a woman lost
c o n s c i o u s n e s s
and collapsed in Judge Frank Geraci’s court room at the Rochester City
C o u rt . The two sheriff’s deputies assigned to the court ro o m , Jo s é
Cruzado and Patrick Rickard s , ran to the wo m a n ’s aid and quickly
radioed the Certified First Responders—a team of specially trained
deputies who work the more than 40 courts in Rochester—for help.
S h e r i f f’s Deputies Je rry Fedele and James Wa l ker responded to the call in
m i nu t e s ,s aving the wo m a n ’s life.

Wa l ker was the first to arr i ve on the scene, and with the help of a
nurse in the court ro o m , began card i o p u l m o n a ry resuscitation (CPR) on
the patient,whose heart had stopped beating. Team member Fe d e l e, a n
emergency medical technician, rushed to get the defibrillator, a machine
that re s t o res a patient’s normal heart rate by sending an electric shock
t h rough the body, and possibly the first one ever placed in a court h o u s e.
Fedele hooked the patient up to the defibrillator, administering the life-
s aving jolt that started her heart pumping again. H oweve r, she re m a i n e d
unconscious and had to be taken to the hospital. S everal days later,
Fedele and Wa l ker visited the woman at the hospital,w h e re she was
awaiting open-heart surgery. She couldn’t stop thanking them for sav i n g
her life.

Fe d e l e,Wa l ker and the five other deputies who curre n t ly make up the
C e rtified First Responders team have all completed a state-licensed pro-
gram that includes training in phy s i o l o gy, a n a t o my, patient assessm e n t ,
t r a u m a ,oxygen therapy,CPR and defibrillation. The team was started by
M o n roe County Sheriff A n d rew Meloni in 1993 and each year since has
a n swe red any w h e re from 50 to 100 courthouse calls for medical
a s s i s t a n c e.

Judge A n t h o ny Bonadio of Monroe County Family Court re m e m b e r s
h ow quickly the First Responders came to his assistance the day he felt a
bit dizzy in court . He say s ,“ T h ey checked all my vital signs and insisted
on my going to the hospital for further observ a t i o n . It turned out I had a
virus and was back in court after a few days of re s t , but it’s good to k n ow
we have people on hand who can handle the more serious medical p ro b-
lems that sometimes arise in and around the court h o u s e. We ’re lucky to
h ave this special team and proud of the great job they ’re doing.” ◆

They Make House Calls -
Courthouse Calls, That Is



Beginning December 31st
of 1998,i t ’s back to school fo r

the nearly 110,000 law yers practicing in New York State.
As the latest step in the state court system’s effo rts to
enhance public confidence in the legal pro fe s s i o n , a t t o r-
n eys will be re q u i red to complete a minimum of 24 hours
of accredited continuing legal education (CLE)  eve ry two
ye a r s .Other measures already taken by the court system
to heighten the level of competence and pro fe s s i o n a l i s m
of law yers include the creation of standards of civility fo r
the bar, bench and court employees, sanctions against
f r i volous litigation, and statements of client’s rights and
re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

Under the mandatory CLE pro g r a m ,d eveloped with the
assistance and support of the bar, all attorneys admitted

to the New York State bar who practice law in New Yo r k
must complete courses in pro fessional practice, i n c l u d i n g
l aw office management,as well as in ethics,p ro fe s s i o n a l i s m ,
n e gotiation and other practical skills. These courses are
intended to keep law yers up-to-date on both changes in
the law and in the pro fession itself.

Copies of the proposed program rules can be
downloaded from the Unified Court System web site
(http://ucs.ljx.com) or obtained by calling the New Yo r k
State Continuing Legal Education Board at (212) 428-
2 1 0 5 . For calls outside New York City,the toll-free nu m b e r
is 1-877-NYS - 4 C L E . A ny questions about the CLE re q u i re-
m e n t s m ay be directed to the CLE Board , which can also
be reached by e-mail at CLE@court s . s t a t e. ny. u s . ◆

AC RO S S
1 . _ _ - ex a m i n e, question a witness
6 . Castle fe a t u r e
1 0 . Card game
1 3 . Baseball hit
1 4 . __ fa c t o
1 5 . Choir part
1 6 .S p i e l b e r g ’s lova ble alien
1 7 . Place for tri a l s
2 0 . Let the defense __
2 1 . Distress signal
2 2 .M a l e

2 3 .C h a rl e s t o n ’s state: a bb r.
2 5 . Mate for ma
2 7 .C h a t t e r
3 0 .I n c r e d i bl e
3 2 . Use an ax
3 5 . In a criminal trial, all 12 jurors

must do this to reach a ve r d i c t
3 7 .D ’ A m a t o, fa m i l i a rl y, and others
3 8 . Heroine from the opera

“ C ava l l e ria Rusticana”
3 9 . __ dire, questioning of     

p r o s p e c t i ve jurors

4 0 .Tru n k
4 2 .A n g e r s
4 3 . Feminine name
4 4 .R o d e n t
4 5 . __ wa r ra n t
4 6 . __ Ve g a s
4 7 . Greek goddess of wisdom
4 8 .F i l t hy place
4 9 . Chemists measure this
5 0 .C o n c e rn i n g
5 2 .H i t
5 5 . Bread spread
5 8 . __ contendere, “I will not 

contest it”
6 1 .P l a i n t i f f’s assert i o n
6 5 . Beast of bu r d e n
6 6 . Football field
6 8 .Ta ke a __, go for a ri d e
6 9 .D i m w i t
7 1 . Salad dressing ingr e d i e n t
7 2 . Game for the rich and fa m o u s
7 3 . Begin the fe a s t : 2 wds.

D OW N
1 . The late Sonny Bono’s ex
2 . L e a rn by __, memori ze
3 . M a n t ra
4 . Fa c t i o n s
5 . What a Broadway producer

hopes fo r: a bb r.
6 . 2 0 t h - c e n t u ry Spanish painter
7 . M a kes a choice
8 . Word with “ c a n ” or “ t ray ”
9 . In addition
1 0 .N a r r ow va l l ey
1 1 .That one
1 2 .N e g a t i ve vo t e
1 5 .S nug __ bu g : 2 wo r d s

1 8 .You and me
1 9 . Sound of hesitation
2 4 .H i n t
2 5 . Fri e n d s
2 6 . See 9-Dow n
2 7 . Ju d g e ’s prop
2 8 .M a rketplace in ancient Greece
2 9 . Spills (ove r )
3 1 .D own to __, unpretentious
3 2 .Tru m p e t s
3 3 .C h o o s e, as Supreme and Civil

C o u rt judges
3 4 .W i s hy - _ _
3 6 . Pe ri o d
3 8 .Witnesses are not supposed to

do this
4 0 .C a t c h
4 1 . Pledge taken by those in 38-

D ow n
4 5 . Legal profe s s i o n
5 1 .B o r e d o m
5 2 . Judges set this
5 3 . On in ye a r s
5 4 . Small street: a bb r.
5 5 .I t ’s 52-Down or this
5 6 . __ time, neve r: 2 wo r d s.
5 7 . Musical tone
5 9 .S i t e s
6 0 .P l u ral of 65-Across
6 2 . Psychics have it
6 3 . Mail-handling agency: a bb r.
6 4 .U nu s u a l
6 6 .M ove !
6 7 . One of the original 13 states:

a bb r.
7 0 . U. S. emergency defe n s e

force : a bb r.
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School Days for  New York Lawyers
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