—

Volume 1, Issue 2

June 2010 NYS Appellate Division Law Library

~E-Legal News~

www.nycourts.gov/library/ad4

M/ords cannot describe the sorrow the legal community has faced this year at the unexpected death of
Justice Reuben K. Davis. He was a man of great distinction who was very active in the community.

Judge Davis was born in Columbus, Mississippi in 1920. He served for three and half years in the United
States Army during World War II. After serving in the army he enrolled in Virginia State College, now Virginia
Justice State University, where he joined Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated. After graduation he enrolled in Boston
University School of Law and received his LLB in 1949. Judge Davis was admitted to the New York State Bar on
March 2, 1950, before beginning his legal career in Brooklyn, New York. Judge Davis practiced law there until
1955, when he moved to Rochester and became a partner of the Hurst and Davis law firm until 1966.

Reuben K. Davis
1921-2010

Judge Davis made history as the first African-American appointed to a judgeship in Rochester City Court (1967), Supreme Court in
the Seventh Judicial District (1982), and the Appellate Division Fourth Department (1987), where he served until retirement in 1996.

Judge Davis was also a devoted husband, father and philanthropist who gave back to his community in various ways. He served as
Chair of the Monroe County Human Relations Commission, the Rochester Chamber of Commerce, the Center for Governmental
Research, the Memorial A.M.C. Zion Church, the Montgomery Neighborhood Center and the Monroe County Bar Association. He will

truly be missed by the legal community.

*Click here to see video Tribute of Judge Davis*

~Yolanda J. Johnson, Editor

What’s New! Library
Highlights

@‘ H E I N O N L I N E Spring 2010 New Booklist is

available on the library’s
website or by clicking on the

HaVe YO“ Hugged Your image below:
HeinOnline Today?*

Ee Appellate Division Law Library has subscribed to the HeinOnline database since

its inception in 2000. It just keeps getting better as the William S. Hein & Company in
Buffalo continues adding material they gathered during their 80 years as a publisher of out
-of-print legal research materials.

Imagine being able to find an obscure New York session law from the early 1800’s
despite having a faulty citation. Or access to Court of Appeals records and briefs as well
as any year of the Code of Federal Regulations or Federal Register, with keyword
searching and without having to use microfiche.

These capabilities and more are all waiting for you at the library in the following

HeinOnline collections:

New York Legal Research Library

Code of Federal Regulations
New York Court of Appeals Records and Briefs (97 NY2d - current).

Come give it a try and make your research life easier!
If you have questions, comments or
to remove your name from our
~Betsy A. Vipperman, Head of Public Services mailing list send an email to

*[ definitely wanted to give it a hug the day not one but three citations from the old session laws, all yijohnso@nycourts.gov

incorrect, came across the Reference Destk.


http://media.courts.state.ny.us/video/ad4/tribute/Davis/Davis.html�
http://www.nycourts.gov/library/ad4/datas/newbklst.pdf
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MILESTONES*

Riople like to celebrate birthdays and anniversaries. They are convenient events that allow us to mark
the passage of time, and take stock of how things have gone in our lives.

I recently had one of those memorable moments. This past March 5™ marked my 20" anniversary as
director of the Appellate Division Law Library. For me personally it was a very pleasant event —
celebrating with the good people who make up my staff here. But this column is not intended to be about
me personally, rather an opportunity to reflect upon the rather dramatic changes that have occurred at the
institution that has employed me the past two decades.

Taking a look at a “snapshot” of the Appellate Division, circa 1990, and comparing it to the institution it is today will be most
illuminating. At that time the AD Law Library was a very large traditional library, much unchanged for decades. There were seven staff
members (the same number they had since moving to the Hall of Justice in 1963). The extensive book collection numbered around
250,000 volumes. Access to that collection was through a traditional card catalog. There was almost no modern technology — and what

little there was had just been added.

The library had always been open to the local bar, but pro se litigants and other non attorneys were less frequent. Perhaps they were
intimidated by the Hall of Justice facility, or maybe it was due to a library staff that had not been encouraged to see service to the public

as part of their job description.

Fast forward to 2010. The picture is much changed. The most obvious difference is, of course, the physical place. The inhospitable
and inflexible Hall of Justice facility has been exchange for our new East Avenue location. Our current home is not only larger, but also
warmer and more welcoming — with discussion rooms, rest rooms, and other amenities not available to our users at the Hall of Justice.

The book collection has grown to more than 320,000 volumes and the staff to twelve full time positions, augmented by four part time
temporary helpers. The budget has rebounded to adequate levels — even though we are currently in our third economic down cycle since

1990.

These numbers tell only part of the story. The current “snapshot” of the AD Law Library shows a vibrant institution with an array of
new services, added access to databases and other technology, evening hours, its own state of the art automation system and catalog, and
a staff dedicated to the highest level of public service. Much has changed with this institution in the past 20 years. In fact change has been

the one constant.

And on that note I thank you for the opportunity to reminisce about the state of things here at the AD Law Library on my twentieth

anniversary.

~David Voisinet, Director

* The title is apropos in more than one way. As many long time Rochesterians might remember, the spot currently housing the library’s New York Room was the former

location of the Milestones Music Club.

Behind the Scenes...

Portrait Collection

loerhaps the most unique collection at the
Appellate Division Law Library is the Portrait
{ Collection. It consists of over 100 framed individual
©2 and group photographic portraits of judges from
“* Western New York State dating back well into the 19™
Century. The collection is likely the most complete of its type in existence.
A brief biography is displayed near each image.

During the next several months the collection will be digitized and, where
copyright allows, made available on the library’s website. Due to their
irreplaceable nature, the original prints will be put into storage in a special
temperature and humidity controlled vault and copies will be displayed in
the existing frames.

The most recent addition to the collection includes a portrait of the late
Hon. Reuben K. Davis. The portrait is displayed in one of the library study
rooms along with Judge Davis’ original bar admission certificates.

~Robert D. Cunningham, Librarian

Did You Know?

m " delicious

Delicious.com (delicious) is not a

cooking website but a social bookmarking site
which allows you to save your favorite
websites. Unlike the bookmark/favorite
feature located on your desktop, delicious is
accessible wherever there is Internet access.
So if you are doing research on the internet at
the office and want to continue your research
at home you can save the websites you’ve
researched to delicious and once at home you
can retrieve all of the websites you saved. Plus
delicious is free to join .
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