
By David Voisinet, Director 
 
The Appellate Division Library, in conjunction with all  of the public access libraries within the 
Unified Court System (UCS), is embarking upon a major new public service initiative, namely 
free patron access to the LEXIS legal database. The Office of Court Administration recently 
signed the flat rate deal which is likely to be extended up to three years. Our library has been 
allotted four of these new passwords. They have been  installed on the public terminals closest to 
the reference area on the first floor. Our CD-ROM databases will be phased out. 
 
The inauguration of public access to Lexis.com  marks a quantum leap in the level of electronic 
resources offered by UCS libraries. Besides increased speed and greater ease of use than    
CD-ROM products, Lexis.com also offers a vastly expanded range of materials. Most of the items  
normally associated with legal online vendors, including New York, Federal, and out-of-state 
primary law are available. Secondary resources including  Shepard’s, legal periodicals, and 
Matthew Bender looseleaf sources are also accessible. 
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Your are Invited to Celebrate Law Day  

May 1, 2002 

 

Contests!!   Fabulous Prizes!! 

 

Lexis.com Demonstrations Available 
     Call the reference desk to sign up for a one on one       

individual demonstration (530-3251) 

    LAW DAY 2002 
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“The Unified Court 

System is slowly 

moving towards 

digitalization of 

shared information.” 

Continuing our efforts to make more 
information available to the users of the 
library, the entire series of 2001 UCS Judicial 
Seminar videos has been added to the LION 
online library catalog. The Appellate Division 
Law Library has cataloged each series of these 
videos since 1996. This year, however, marks 
an advancement in the level of access to these 
materials. For the first time, the handouts and 
other related materials that were distributed at 
the seminars are available online as well.  
Thanks to the efforts of the staff at the Office 
of Legal Information in Colonie, New York, 
all of these handouts were scanned into the 
LION system and cataloged. They are 
available in Adobe (PDF) format through the 
LION system. The bibliographic records for 
the videos link directly to the PDF files for 
that seminar. All of the 38 seminars from 2001 
were video-taped and are available through 
LION. 
 
The availability of these handouts in electronic 
format is indicative of the direction in which 
the Unified Court System is slowly moving -- 
towards digitalization of shared information. 
We already provide copies of court decisions 
and orders electronically via the Fourth 
Department web site, and a number of library 
publications electronically through the Web. 
The New Book List has been sent via e-mail 
to interested parties. This newsletter will be 
available through the library web site in the 
coming months. As we progress through the 
21st Century, more and more of the 
information content that government agencies 
provide will be digital content. This 
progression will be gradual, and hard copy 
content will not disappear. However, over the 
next several years the delivery of appellate  
records and briefs in electronic format will 
likely become common. 
 
Many people think of electronic information 
as “temporary” and not suited for archival 
purposes. However, be assured  that we will 
take steps to ensure that the electronic 
information provided by the library is archived 
and preserved just as we do with print, film, 
and other information formats. Anything 
worth preserving will be preserved. 

 

 

Judicial Seminar Videos  
 Learn Lexis.com  

 

• One on one demonstration sessions 

• Pre-registration required 

• Time slots are available on April 24, 2002 
between 9:30 and 1:30 

• Sessions will last 30 minutes 

• All demos will be given by a  
representative of LEXIS-NEXIS 

 

CLE CREDIT NOT AVAILABLE 

 

Reserve your time slot by calling the  
reference desk at 530-3251 

 

NEW 

LION Online 
Catalog Training  

 

 

• Pre-registration required 

• Attend a class as follows: 

             June 18 at 10:00 a.m. 

             June 18 at 1:00 p.m. 

             June 20 at 10:00 a.m. 

             June 20 at 1:00 p.m. 

• Sessions will last 30 minutes 

• Preview  LION  on our Web site at      
www.courts.state.ny.us/ad4/lib  

 

CLE CREDIT NOT AVAILABLE 

 

Register by contacting Judy Weiner at  
jweiner@courts.state.ny.us or 530-3267. 
 

NEW 
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Internet Classes-- Registration Form 

Class size is limited to 10 
Please indicate 1st and 2nd choice date for NY classes: 
 

Introduction to the Internet  New York Legal Resources 
on the Internet   

Federal Legal Resources on 
the Internet  

June 4 at 9:30 -10:30 

Name 

Firm 

E-mail address Phone 

Address 

Mail registration form to: 
             Judy Weiner 
             Appellate Division Law Library 
             M. Dolores Denman Courthouse 
             50 East Avenue, Suite 100 
             Rochester, NY  14604 
Fax registration form to:   (585) 530-3270 
E-mail registration info to: jweiner@courts.state.ny.us 

Contact Judy Weiner for more information:  
(585) 530-3267 or jweiner@courts.state.ny.us 
Your registration will be confirmed via e-mail. 

May 7 at 9:30 - 11:00 

May 8 at 9:30 - 11:00 

May 9 at 9:30 - 11:00 

June 19 at 9:30 - 10:30 

June 5 at 9:30 -10:30 

Earn CLE Credit at Library Internet Classes  

Application for renewal of  CLE Accredited Provider Status in New York is currently pending. 

If approved, CLE credit to participants will be offered. CLE certificates are mailed to participants after the class. 

Spring 2002 offerings include: 

 

Federal Resources on the Internet   (1.0 CLE credits) 

For experienced Internet users, this class will cover some of the best government and commercial sources of federal legislation, 
regulations, and court decisions. 

Introduction to the Internet  (1.0 CLE credits) 

This class is designed for the beginner Internet user. It will introduce basics such as types of legal information available, search 
techniques, search engines, following hyperlinks, and more. 

New York Legal Resources on the Internet  (1.5 CLE credits) 

Topics covered include locating information about  New York court cases on the Internet, accessing information available from 
New York administrative agencies, and searching for pending and recently passed legislation.  

 



Appellate Division Law Library 
M. Dolores Denman Courthouse 
50 East Avenue, Suite 100 
Rochester, NY  14604 

Circulation Desk         (585) 530-3250 
Reference Desk          (585) 530-3251 
Interlibrary Services   (585) 530-3254 
Director’s Office        (585) 530-3255 
 
www.courts.state.ny.us/ad4/lib 
 

Law Library News is published two times per year, 
in the Spring and the Fall. The editor is 
 Judy Weiner who can be contacted at 

 (585) 530-3267 or jweiner@courts.state.ny.us 
  

Address changes should be sent to Yolanda Johnson  
at yjjohnso@courts.state.ny.us  

frustrated with the sluggish pace of our current dial-in 
access to the Internet and Loislaw. The acquisition of  
a dedicated 512K bandwidth connection should 
handle our high speed Internet access needs. 
 
As Bob Dylan wrote more than thirty  years ago, “The 
times they are a changin’ ” And what exciting changes 
they are for users of this library!   Next time in this 
column, I will discuss the ramifications of technology 
and tight budgets on modern law library collection 
development. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
This is an epochal event for the New York court libraries. The 
addition of the depth and breadth of the electronic holdings of 
the Lexis.com database, along with the bibliographic power of  
the online catalog LION, puts our libraries at the cutting edge of 
law library technology and services. Add the vast book 
collection and historical resources of the Appellate Division 
Library  and the researchers in Rochester have the luxury of a 
comprehensive world-class legal research institution at their 
disposal. 
 
Training sessions for our patrons have been developed and are 
advertised in this newsletter. Policies and procedures for use of 
the public access Lexis.com terminals are currently under 
development. They will  be similar to the library’s Internet use 
policy — first come/first served with a half-hour limit when the 
demand requires.  
 
Another important enhancement to the library’s electronic 
resources will take place this spring, possibly by time you 
receive this newsletter. We have negotiated  with a  vendor to 
enable us to access the latest high speed telecommunication 
technologies. This comes as great news for anyone who has been 

Lexis.com Available 


