
In recent years the law library has made a concerted effort to make sure the material 
located within the library is as useful as possible. One of the main criteria in 
determining the value of legal material is its currency. However, just because 
something is old does not mean it is not useful. Rather, the material is evaluated to 
determine if it would be relevant to someone doing research on this particular topic. 
The library may decide to replace outdated materials depending on usage, other 
material in the subject area, and price.  
 
The next step is to determine whether a replacement can be purchased for an 
outdated edition or a subscription can be renewed to a lapsed loose-leaf.  The 
outdated material is then either weeded from the current collection or sent to our 
superseded collection on the second floor. 
 
If a direct replacement isn’t possible the search for new titles begins. The library 
receives numerous flyers and catalogs from publishers, and staff are always on the 
lookout for material that would complement our collection. We also search 
websites of major legal publishers for material that would add to quality of a 
particular subject area. 
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 Please direct all inquiries to Judy Weiner 
at the  Appellate Division Law Library, 50 

East Avenue,  Suite 100, M. Dolores 
Denman Courthouse, Rochester, New York 

14604, (585) 530-3267, or 
jweiner@courts.state.ny.us  

 
 
We recently evaluated the library’s  Alternate Dispute Resolution section and 
ordered updates and new items.  Some titles that you might find of interest 
include: 
 
• ADR handbook for judges  
  KF 9084 A37 2004 
• The arbitrator’s handbook  (2005 edition is on order) 
  KF 9085 C66 
• Consumer arbitration agreements: enforceability and other topics 
  KF 9084 B53 2004 
• Mediate, don’t litigate (by Rochester attorney/author Peter Lovenheim) 
  KF 9084 L68 2004  
• Mediation practice guide: a handbook for resolving disputes 
  KF 9084 P53 2003 
• Oehmke commercial arbitration  (4 volume set supplemented in 2005)  
  KF 9085 O34 2003 
 
Development of the law library’s comprehensive collection is an ongoing process. 
Our goal is to offer the widest variety of current legal materials to our users in the 
most cost effective manner possible. If you have any suggestions for titles to 
purchase please stop by the reference desk or call us at  530-3251. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Congratulations to Rob Cunningham of 
the library staff who has recently 
received his Master of Library Science 
(M.L.S.) degree from the University at 
Buffalo’s Department of 
Library and Information 
Studies.   
 
 



 
Looking for up to the minute legal news, commentary, testimony, or reports?  
Try JURIST at jurist.law.pitt.edu. A team of law students at the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Law tracks news and research materials of interest to the 
legal community and reports them in real time, as they happen. In addition to 
breaking news the site contains documents, live webcasts, and op-ed pieces 
about current issues written by law professors. 
 
 
The Federal Judicial Center website (www.fjc.gov) includes The Federal 
Judges Biographical Database with information for all judges who have 
served on the U.S. District Courts, U.S. Courts of Appeals, and U.S. Supreme 
Court since 1789. In addition to searching by name the database can be used 
to create lists of judges using criteria such as court, gender, race, whether 
currently sitting or retired, nominating president, and more. Entries include 
year and place of birth (and death if applicable), education, professional 
career, race, and gender. 
 
 
 
 
Tricks with Google.  Those of you who can’t be bothered to hunt for a dictionary can use 
Google to search the Web for definitions. Just type define: in front of a word in the search 
box. For instance, the search define:res judicata results in links to six sites that give the 
definition, including a glossary at a law firm website, several courts, and Princeton. 
 
Google also offers synonym searching.  Add a tilde (~) at the beginning of a word to retrieve 
websites using it or any of its synonyms. Keep in mind that Google picks the synonyms and 
might return more hits than you’d like.  
 
But how can you tell if the websites in your results can be trusted?  Here are a few ways to 
check the reliability of an Internet site: 
 

●Is there any information given about the site owner? 
 

●How recently has the site been updated?  Don’t rely on the date stamp on any given 
page, which could be generated automatically.  Look instead for press releases,  
“about us” information, upcoming events, or new products that give dates or other 
clues as to how recently the page has been modified. 

 
●Do other, reputable websites think enough of the site to link to it?  Use a Google 
search with link: to find out.  If you want to see an example of this, try 
link:www.gpoaccess.gov to see what links to a well-respected website look like. 
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Attorney-client privilege in civil 
litigation : protecting and defending 
confidentially  3rd ed. / Vincent S. 
Walkowiak, ed. —Chicago : ABA, 2004. 
KF 8959 A88 2004 

Theater tips and strategies for jury 
trials 3rd ed. / David Ball — Notre 
Dame, Ind. : National Institute for Trial 
Advocacy, c2003. 
KF 8915 B343 2003 

Fundamentals of federal litigation / 
Heidi K. Brown  — St. Paul, Minn., : 
Thomson/West, 2004. 
KF 8915 B762 2004 

Handbook on insurance coverage 
disputes  12th ed. / Barry R. Ostrager and 
Thomas R. Newman — New York : 
Aspen Law & Business, c2004. 
KF 1164 O88 2004- 

Fundamentals of franchising — 
Canada / Peter Snell and Larry Weinberg, 
eds.— Chicago, Ill: ABA, 2005. 
KF 1793 F86 2005 

Law of electronic signatures and 
records / Jeremiah S. Buckley et al. — 
Little Falls, N.J. : Glasser LegalWorks, 
c2004. 
KF 2765 L39 2004 

Social security disability advocate’s 
handbook / David Traver and Ralph 
Wilborn — Costa Mesa, Calif. : James 
Publ., c2004– . 
KF 3649 W55 2004- 
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