
New York State Courts Access to Justice Program 
2015 Pro Bono Service Honorees:

Pro Bono Star Award
Juanita Lasprilla, Esq. 
5 years of service in the Bronx Uncontested Divorce Program 

Plaques for Outstanding Service:
Guardian Ad Litem Program
Jaime Lathrop, Esq.

Family Court Volunteer Attorney Program
Shaun McElhenny, Esq.
Len Colonna, Esq.

Uncontested Divorce Program 
Carolyn A. Mann, Esq.
Horacio Sardinas, Esq.

Housing Volunteer Lawyer for the Day Program
Paul Hastings LLP
Evelyn Kaye Lin, Esq.

Housing and Consumer Debt Volunteer Lawyer for the Day Programs
Thomas Joseph Mennecke, Esq.

Housing Volunteer Lawyers Program
Andres Edwin Valles, Esq.

Civil Court Volunteer Lawyers Program 
Ginu Jacob, Esq.
Law Student: 
Victoria Hill

Consumer Debt Volunteer Lawyer for the Day Program
George Bassias, Esq.
Law Students:
Tyler Roberts
Israel Appel

Certificates for Outstanding Service:
Court Navigator Program
Vanessa Gutierrez
Jacqueline Zeigler
Sherly Romero



The New York State Courts thanks the following
individuals for their distinguished service and

outstanding contributions to the
 2015 Access To Justice Program

Edward Acton
Evelyn Advante
Stefan Ali
Tempest Alston
Marisa N. Artherton
Thomas Austin
Wanda Baldera
Reynaldo Bargallo
Peter Besada
Emila Bechrakis
Ernesto Belzaguy
Alyssa Bliss
Cil shaw Brewer
Williams Brick
John Briggs
Jalissa Brown
Mariam Bukhrasvili
Karyn Burks
Joangel Capri
Conor Carrigan
Starr Chandler
Lawrence Chandler
Sandra Chen

James Chin
Margaret Ciepriez
Elliot Cohen
Shemori S. Corinthian
Amy Davis
Alexandra Dear
Briana Demuccio
Claudia DiMartino
Rosa Duarte
Shakera Ebanks
Dian Eddy
Scott Flores
Kim Fontaine
Evgeniya Galchenko
Samuel Garrett
Gillian Gayle
Franklin Genao
Jodie Gerald
Elena Gomez
Jonathan Gratch
Alicea Hart
Angela         Hamarich
Jonathan Hurt



Gregory Hyde
Nelly Isaacson
LaDonna Johnson
Angela Kaaiohelo
Benjamin Kifle
Maryna Kukhnavetz
Maria La Macchia
Richard Landman
Tae Young Lee
Cindy Leviner
Nell H. Levy
Ann Lewis
Andrew Lippman
Diego Lopez
Jacob Malafsky
Hon. H. Malatzky
Merium Malik
Giancarlo Malinconico
Amanda Marmol
Stephani McCatty
Kiersten McKoy
Debra Mechanick
Phaedra McIntosh
Dale Melchert
Raymar Mendoza
Martha Mendoza
Kirsten Mickelson
Karin Moskovitch
Robert Moyland
Christina S. Mulligan
Meredith Nachman
Joshua Normand
Devora Nunez
Grace C. E. Obame
Richard Oberstein
Madeline Ocasio
Jamila Outlar

David Patterson
Nelly Perez
Edward Pomerantz
Darlyn        Presinal
Dianne Ramdeen
Sabrina Reid
Denise Reynoso
Nicholas Rosse
Angela Shamay
Francisco    Silvero-El
Veranika Skrypskaya
Maia      Smith
Zachary Sylvane
Keith Szczepanski
Brian            Sweet
Mahbubar Talukdar
Ashante Terrell
Vania Tseng
Jasmin Valle
Josanny Vasquez
Leonides R. Viagar III
Gadalupe Vidal
Katherine Vrgino
Adam Waldbaum
Isabelle D. Wedemeyer
Andrea Williams
Craig             Zim



The New York State Courts thanks the following
individuals for their dedicated service to the

 2015 Access To Justice Program

Samson Adler
Agatha Archilbong
Ama Attah-Mensah
Grace Avedissian
Leni Battaglia
Cherell Beddard
Nell Beekman
Wilesca Belhonne
Roby Benn
Deborah Bey
Ashley Blakely
Andrea Blair
Melissa Boey
Lauren Boulbol
Maxine Brannon
Amanda Bransford
Rachel Brent
Joseph Buono
Mary Callaghan
Brian P. Calandra
James Chin
Saralyn M. Cohen
Yessi Colondres
Matteo Conterio
Amanda Cort

Timothy DeCicco
Della Dekay
Brett Dolin
Robert Drapkin
Dorie Fader
Arielle Firestone
Tana Forrester
Barbara Gager
Danielle Garbien
Thomas Giles
Navpreet Gill
Yan Grinblat
John Gross
Rudy Ferreira
Shani Freedman
Gregory M. Harris
Leslie Harris
Betty Hayes
Sara Herchenroder
Bethany Hickey
Ivan Ho
Mee Ho
Lynn Horowitz
Nipa Hossain
Xiaochun Jiang
Darlene Jolibois



Denise Karamain
Anna Karpman
Ndali Kashume
Sharon Katz
Edward Kim
Sue Kim
Rochelle Kiselman
Jonah Klempner
Gaston Kroub
Lakeisha Lambert
Cindy Levinder
Jesse Levine
Janelle Lewis
Nikia Lewis
Jing Liu
Andrew M. Lippman
Cassandra Mcnamee
Yaneike McKenzi-C 
Kiersten McKoy
Valerie McLaughlin
Brigette McLeod
Grissel Mercado
Annie Mohan
Audrey J. Morgan
Robert Moylan
Rachel Nager
Mojoyinola Onijala
Kristie Ortiz
Robert Peters
Mishael Pine
Lleana M. Pitui
Anthony Randazzo
Michael Rawls
Wendy Reilly
Sophie E. Reiter
Marlene M.  Riley
Kindel Rogers
Andreina I. Rosa

Jay Rubin
Makedah Salmond
Adelina Sejdiu
Reshma Shah
Bryan Shipp
Christopher Simon
Rebecca Sodhi
Andrew Stafutti
Buchwald Steven
DeVoia Stewart
Luqman Stroud
Sarah Trepel
Rebecca Ulich B.
Michael Valentine
Nathalia Varela
Shmuel Vasser
Kevin Younai
Carliana Wilson
Judy Woods



Pro Bono Awards Presentation and Reception 
October 29, 2015 

6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
 

Agenda 
 

 
 
Welcome  
NYCLA Awards Presentation 
Carol A. Sigmond  
President, New York County Lawyers Association 
 
 
New York State Bar Association Awards Presentation 
Claire P. Gutekunst 
President-elect, New York State Bar Association 
 
 
New York State Courts Access to Justice Program Awards Presentation 
Hon. Fern A. Fisher 
Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for New York City Courts 
Director, New York State Courts Access to Justice Program   
 



October 26, 2015 
For Immediate Release 
CONTACT: Laurie Milder 646-386-5850 LMILDER@courts.state.ny.us 
  
  

Volunteers to be honored at ‘Celebrate Pro Bono’ Awards Ceremony on 
October 29th 

   
In recognition of National Pro Bono Celebration Week, the NYS Courts Access to Justice 
Program, along with the New York State Bar Association and the New York County 
Lawyers Association, will present a pro bono awards ceremony at the New York County 
Lawyers Association on Thursday, October 29th from 6:00 - 8:00 PM to honor volunteer 
attorneys for their pro bono service.  
  
The program will include remarks by representatives from the sponsoring organizations 
including: 
  
◦ Hon. Fern Fisher, Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for New York City Courts and 

Director, New York State Courts Access to Justice Program; 
◦ Claire Gutekunst, President-elect, New York State Bar Association 
◦ Carol A. Sigmond, President, New York County Lawyers Association 
 
The following award recipients will be honored for their outstanding pro bono service: 
  
New York State Courts Access to Justice Program Award Honorees: 
 
Juanita Lasprilla 
 
Jaime Lathrop 
 
Shaun McElhenny 
 
Len Colonna  
 
Thomas Joseph Mennecke 
 
Evelyn Kaye Lin 
 
Andres Edwin Valles 
 
Paul Hastings LLP 
 
Carolyn A. Mann 

mailto:LMILDER@courts.state.ny.us


 
Horacio Sardinas 
 
Ginu Jacob 
 
George Bassias 
 
Tyler Roberts 
 
Israel Appel 
 
Victoria Hill  
 
New York State Bar Association Award Honorees: 
 
Judith R Aisen 

John Bonanno 

Edward J. Cripps 

Roger J. Hawke 

Vicki Z Holleman 

Robert F. Nicolais 

Steven Z. Rosenzweig 

Joanne Seltzer 

Anthony Szczygiel 

New York County Lawyers Association Award Honorees: 
 
Lawrence Sannicandro 

Jason P. Gonzalez 

Yvonne Dompierre 

Romelia S. Leach 

Yan Wang 



Karen Lumpkin 

Rafael Tassy 

Mark J. Fenelon 

Ashley Ochs 

Jane Metcalf 

Jacqulyn N. Walker 

Gabriella D. Palencia 

Lorrie Ann Lind 

Nikhila Raj 

Joshua C. Foster 

Additional attorneys and law students will receive certificates for their distinguished pro 
bono service. 
 
A Volunteer Opportunity Expo will also be held and attendees can meet representatives 
of court-sponsored programs, who will answer questions about volunteering 
opportunities. 
  
The New York State Courts Access to Justice Program 
(http://www.courts.state.ny.us/ip/nya2j/ ) strives to increase access, improve the 
delivery of justice and promote public confidence in the courts. The Access to Justice 
Program is dedicated to improving equal access to justice for New Yorkers of low-
income and modest means who cannot afford an attorney by making it easier to 
navigate the court system. 
  
The New York State Bar Association (http://www.nysba.org/) with 77,000 members, is 
the largest voluntary state bar association in the nation. The Association’s programs and 
activities have served the public and improved the justice system since its founding in 
1876.  
  
The New York County Lawyers Association (www.nycla.org) was founded in 1908 as one 
of the first major bar associations in the country that admitted members without regard 
to race, ethnicity, religion or gender. Since its inception, it has pioneered some of the 
most far-reaching and tangible reforms in American jurisprudence and has continuously 
played an active role in legal developments and public policy. 

http://www.courts.state.ny.us/ip/nya2j/
http://www.nysba.org/
http://www.nycla.org/
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