MONDAY MORNIN

“GPS for NFP’s”

Programs learn about
creating and
implementing resource
development plans at the
March 23rd training in
Albany, the first in the
series of regional
trainings on the topic.
Two more installments of
the training are slated for
April and May. See details
in “Save the Dates.”
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CASA Programs Learn Strategies for Presenting Effective Testimony

The key to presenting good testimony on a case is keeping good notes, said Margaret Burt, Esq., in a March
webinar for the CASA network on “Testifying Effectively.” The webinar was designed to review good practice
in preparing for and presenting testimony, as well as offering some tips on handling both direct questioning
and cross-examination.

The notes kept throughout the case should provide sufficient information to prompt your memory, allowing
you to offer specifics during the testimony. “It’s an ‘open book’ exam,” Ms. Burt said, as you can ask the
attorney questioning you if you can refresh your recollection at any time. Organize your notes ahead of the
testimony, with an outline and tabs for different dates or events, so you can quickly access the information
you need.

Speak loudly, clearly and slowly, Ms. Burt advised, and maintain a polite and professional tone. Do not
speculate, and answer only the questions you are asked. Keep emotion out of it, as well as opinion; you are
being asked to testify in order to provide facts and circumstances to the court. Remember to be clear with
everyone you talk to on a case that you may be asked to testify, so there is no confusion about the information
they share with you.

If possible, request from the attorney who subpoenaed you information about his or her intent, as well as
assistance with preparing you for questioning.

A copy of the webinar and materials will be available soon on the UCS CASA Assistance Program website:
www.nycourts.gov/ip/casa/

ABA Seeking Nominations for
Lawyers’ Child Advocacy Award

The American Bar Association Young Lawyers
Division Child Advocacy Award honors the
extraordinary commitment and legal contributions of
lawyers and judges serving on behalf of children.
Nominations in two age categories must be received
by April 30, 2010.

For more information and an online nomination form,
go to:
www.abanet.org/yld /awardschildadvocacy.html
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New Report on Leadership and
Child Welfare Systems

A new brief, Leadership and Child Welfare
Systems: The Role of State Legislators, is
available online at:

http://www.ncsl.org/documents/cyf/Leadershi
p_and Child Welfare.pdf.

The report contains an excellent summary of
studies and statistics about child abuse and
maltreatment, useful for inclusion in grant
requests. While focusing on the critical role that
State legislators play in supporting greater
stability for child welfare agency leadership and
the importance of the Child and Family Services
Reviews (CFSRs) as a tool in assessing child
welfare system performance, the report also
reviews the societal costs of abuse and neglect,
with citations for further reference.
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(Please note: Links to third party sites do not imply any
affiliation between the UCS CASA Assistance Program and the
site owner, or an endorsement, approval, or verification of any
content.)

AFCARS Data Available Online

The Adoption and Foster Care Reporting and
Analysis System (AFCARS) collects case level
information on all children in foster care for whom
State child welfare agencies have responsibility for
placement, care or supervision, and on children who
are adopted under the auspices of the State's public
child welfare agency. Updated AFCARS data are now
available on the Children's Bureau's website
including foster care trends and state specific
statistics. Go to:
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/stats researc
h/index.htm#afcars

Policy Actions to Reduce Racial
Disproportionality in Child Welfare

A paper prepared by the Alliance for Racial Equity in
Child Welfare explores public policy efforts designed
to address disproportionality and disparities in the
child welfare system. Go to:
http://www.policyforresults.org/en/Topics/2008/
Building-Strong-and-Stable-Families/
Increase-Exits-from-Foster-Care-to-
ADOPTION/Exits-to-ADOPTION /~/
media/Alliance%20Policy%20Scan.ashx

Definitions of Diversity

“Defining Diversity: Beyond Race And Gender” is an
interesting article about the ways in which we
define diversity. Go to:
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?sto
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Regional Resource Development Seminars Slated

The next two trainings are slated for: o ,/

e

[ ]

ay 14, , in White Plains (Rescheduled Date) CASA Program
These regional trainings are designed to assist agency boards and Directors’ Meeting
staff in developing and implementing resource development plans.
Trainers w.1ll be.Dan Kos and D_arlene Ward from the NYS UCS Office June 8-9, 2010
of Alternative Dispute Resolution and Court Improvement Programs, .
in Albany

and Penny Page from CASANYS. Training will be held 8:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. each day. Contact our office for more information.

NEW YORK STATE UNIFIED COURT SYSTEM - DIVISION OF COURT OPERATIONS

CASA ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

OFFICE OF ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION AND COURT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS

For further information, contact:

"You cannot raise a man up by

Darlene Ward calling him down."

Statewide Program Manager

NYS UCS CASA Assistance Program trpe
98 Niver Street, Cohoes, NY 12047 - William Boetcker
Phone: (518) 238-4360

Email: daward@courts.state.ny.us

Website: www.nycourts.gov/ip/casa/
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