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~Serendipity~

When Dave Voisinet looks back on his 35 years in law
librarianship, he’s struck by the many instances of being the
right person, in the right place, at the right time. At the end
of this month he wraps up 23 years as Director of the
Appellate Division Law Library, the second longest tenure
since the library’s inception in 1849.

As a law student Dave was encouraged to join the field
of law librarianship by the stellar reference librarians at the
UB Law Library. While at SUNY Albany for his library
degree, he dropped by the law school library on the
off chance they might have a part-time opening.

The director happened to be in, they hit it off,
and Dave left as the night Reference Librarian.
In the position he gained valuable professional
experience while earning his MLS debt free.

Dave feels he really was the right guy for the building
project. Judge Denman wanted the new building to be the
best possible and allowed a tremendous amount of leeway in
planning the library space. It doesn’t get any better than
being given an opportunity to make a library what it can be,
with the money to fund it, and a wealth of talent working for
three years to make it all come together. The library opened
for business on November 30, 1998, in its new home on
East Avenue.

When asked Dave admits he’ll miss many
things about working at the Appellate Division.
First and foremost is the library staff. Well,
probably first is his parking pass with that

perfect spot for the RPO concerts!!
Secondly, he says the Fourth Department
has been very good to him over the years, a

When Dave returned to Western NY in
March 1990, he brought with him considerable
space planning skills as well as knowledge of
reference, collection development and library

dream employer.

Retirement plans don’t include leaving
Rochester. He loves and is committed to the

technology. Stints at the law
libraries of the University of
Louisville, University of
Connecticut and Delaware
Law School all involved
library additions and helped

“AS A& HISTORY MAJOR, | KNOW THAT INSTITUTIONS ARE NOT
PERSONS, BUT THEY DO HAVE HISTORY. IT’S IMPORTANT NOT
TO LET THAT DISAPPEAR. WE'VE PLAYED A PART IN NOT
ONLY PRESERVING THIS LIBRARY’S HISTORY, BUT IN KEEPING
OUR PARENT INSTITUTION'S AS WELL.” ~DavidR Voisinet

South Wedge neighborhood
and his beautiful home there.
His adopted city, New
Orleans, will claim his time a
few months each year. Mostly
he looks forward to spending

prepare him for the greatest task he would face in
Rochester: planning, implementing, and moving the library
into the Fourth Department’s new courthouse.

He took the helm of a stable library with seven
veteran staff members that lacked forward momentum.
Dave lead modernization of the library, an expansion of
the staff for first time since 1959, and automation of library
functions. He instituted evening hours, before budget cuts
made them no longer sustainable.

more time traveling,
gardening, camping, and hiking. He’ll volunteer his time as
well, starting with the Eastman House gardens.

Dave expects to continue to dream, with just enough
restlessness to keep growing and exploring. He wishes
everyone well and hopes we find what he has here: true job
satisfaction.

The library will be hosting a reception honoring David R. Voisinet
on March 28th from 10am-11am. All are welcome!!




NOT YOUR FATHER’S LIBRARIAN

O frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!
[t's “flextime max” for Voisinet !

He’s not like Marian Paroo
Nor any other bookworm who
Shrinks or cowers in the stacks

With great anxiety attacks.

No, David is gregarious
Outgoing and hilarious,
Yet serious about his work
And never did his duties shirk.

When judges asked him for a search
He didn't leave them in the lurch.
He also quarded ancient books
Entrusted to his shelves and nooks.

He welcomed lawyers, clerks and laymen
And almost anyone who came in.
In sum, the kind of bibliophile
With whom you‘d like to spend a while.

Now 3t last he’s earned retirement,
Fulfilling every state requirement,
Instead of court, his home and garden
Are places he'll be working hard in.

He'll spend more time in Kodak Hall,
Various venues large and small,
And conduct other music searches
From his Louisiana purchase.

On Hickory Street he is the host
With indisputably the most -~
Generous with food and drink

And great decor from tower to sink.

He’s expert in phraseology
And of course oenology.
So with shiraz or chardonnay
Let’s raise a glass to Voisinet !

~The Hlonorablez Elizabeth W. Pine & John Rumsey



FAREWELL WISHES!
~David R. Voisinet, Director of the Appellate Division Law Library

It is with many mixed emotions and feelings that I am writing my last column as Director of the Appellate
Division Law Library. 1 will be stepping down on March 28th after working more than 23 years at the helm of
this great library.

I am understandably proud of the accomplishments we made during my watch, and am positive that | am
leaving the place in better shape than when | started. The theme of this column is not to sing my own praises
but rather to thank all the people I have had the privilege to work with here.

First, | want to thank all my colleagues, past and present, at the library. They are a talented group and we
made a good team which accomplished much. | will miss my day to day interaction with you and wish you all
the best in your careers and lives.

I want to sincerely thank all my “bosses”— the judges and administrators of the Appellate Division Fourth
Department. It has been a pleasure working for you and | very much appreciate all the support you gave me
and the library. Without your support this library wouldn’t be the dynamic legal research institution it is today.
I especially want to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the Honorable H. Boomer and the
Honorable Elizabeth W. Pine, both former Library Trustees, who were on the panel that hired me. They gave
me a great opportunity, my first directorship, and | have always hoped to live up to their expectations.

The Appellate Division Law Library is a great legal institution, more than 160 years old and 300,000
volumes strong. It has been an honor being its 14™ (and second longest) director. 1 wish my successor and
library colleagues the best in keeping the library growing and relevant in the years ahead. And | hope my path
continues to cross with yours in the future.

*Click here to see video Tribute of David R. Voisinet


http://nycourts.gov/courts/ad4/library/dvoisinet/dvoisinet.html

NYS Appellate Division
Law Library

M. Dolores Denman Courthouse
50 East Avenue, Ste.100
Rochester, NY 14604

Circulation Desk (585)530-3250
Reference Desk (585)530-3251
Interlibrary Services (585)530-3254
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