






































SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

Muriel L. Gennosa is the Executive Director for Attorney Matters and Counsel to the
Committees on Character & Fitness for the Appellate Division, Second Judicial Department.
She previously served as an Assistant Counsel, and later Deputy Chief Counsel, for the
Grievance Committee for the Tenth Judicial District (1986-2005). While at the Grievance
Committee, Ms. Gennosa  gained experience involving analysis of attorney’s fiduciary
accounts.  She also served as a Deputy Chief Attorney in the Special Counsel’s Office (2005-
2014) and as the Supervisor of the Court’s Attorney Disciplinary Department (commencing
in 2015).  Ms. Gennosa received her B.S. in Personnel Administration and Industrial Relations
from Ithaca College and her J.D. from Hofstra University School of Law.

Robert P. Guido is “of counsel” to the firm of Russo Karl Widmaier & Cordano PLLC, where
he concentrates primarily in matters involving attorney disciplinary defense, attorney
reinstatements, and applicants for admission to practice. Mr. Guido retired from the Appellate
Division, Second Judicial Department in December 2019, where he held the title of Executive
Director for Attorney Matters and Counsel to the Committees on Character & Fitness. 
Previously, he served as a staff attorney with the Grievance Committee for the Tenth Judicial
District, rising to the position of Chief Counsel from 2001-2005.  He also formerly served as
an Assistant District Attorney in Nassau County.  Mr. Guido has served by appointment of the
Chief Judge as a member of the New York State Commission on Statewide Attorney
Discipline, the New York State Lawyer's Assistance Trust, and the Commission on Alcohol
and Substance Abuse in the Legal Profession and served on the Administrative Board
drafting committees for the Attorney Advertising Rules, the Rules of Professional Conduct,
and the Rules for Attorney Disciplinary Matters.  He is a Life Member of the New York Bar
Foundation and has received awards for his service to the New York State, Nassau County,
and Suffolk County Bar Associations, where he held leadership positions on various
committees over the course of three decades. He is a frequent CLE presenter on lawyer
regulatory matters.   Admitted to practice in 1979, Mr. Guido holds his B.A. and J.D. from
Hofstra University. 

Laura L. Smith is Chief Counsel for the Advisory Committee on Judicial Ethics, which
provides ethics advice to approximately 3,600 judges and justices at every level of the
judiciary in New York State, as well as hundreds of quasi-judicial officials such as judicial
hearing officers, support magistrates, and court attorney-referees.   She previously served as
one of the Advisory Committee's staff counsel, concurrently with her service as Executive
Director of the Judicial Campaign Ethics Center (August 2006-May 2013), and then Statewide
Special Counsel for Ethics for the New York State Unified Court System (May 2013-June
2015). Ms. Smith is a co-author of the "Civility" chapter in Volume 4A of Haig's Commercial
Litigation in New York State Courts.  She has also served as a speaker or panelist for
Continuing Legal Education and other law-related programs at the New York City Bar
Association, the Practicing Law Institute, the Office of the Attorney General, the Association
of Professional Responsibility Lawyers, and St. John's University School of Law. Before
joining the Office of Court Administration, Ms. Smith was a senior litigation associate at
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP. Ms. Smith obtained her J.D. magna cum laude from
the Boston University School of Law, where she was an Articles Editor for the Journal of
Science and Technology Law.


	SLide_Show_pre_4_2021_1 to 19
	SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES_March_30_2021_FINAL

