
Sample Questions

The questions on the multiple-choice examination will assess candidates’ knowledge of legal
terminology, statutes, rules and procedures in effect in the New York State Unified Court
System as of August 1, 2012.    For a comprehensive listing of the examination subject area,
candidates should refer to the “Subject of Examination” section on the exam announcement. 

The written multiple-choice test for Associate Court Clerk will consist of 90 questions and
candidates will have 4 hours to complete the examination.  The written multiple-choice test for
Principal Court Clerk will consist of 120 questions and candidates will have 4½ hours to
complete the examination. 

The questions shown below are for illustrative purposes only. They are examples of the
different types and formats of questions that candidates may encounter on the written multiple-
choice examination for Associate Court Clerk and Principal Court Clerk.  

1.
The rate of interest upon a judgment shall be __________ per annum, except where otherwise
provided by statute. 

   A. 7.5%
   B. 8%
   C. 9%
   D. 10%

The correct answer is C; source: CPLR 5004

2.
In a criminal action, a Superior Court means which of the following: 

   1. Supreme Court
   2. County Court
   3. Court of Claims
   4. District Court

   A. 1 and 2, but not 3 or 4
   B. 1 and 3, but not 2 or 4
   C. 2 and 3, but not 1 or 4
   D. 1 and 4, but not 2 or 3

The correct answer is A; source: CPL 10.10



3.
The defendant in a criminal action may at any time before trial waive a jury trial and consent to
a trial without jury in the Superior Court in which the indictment is pending except where the
indictment charges the crime of:

   A. treason
   B. murder in the First Degree
   C. arson in the First Degree
   D. kidnaping in the First Degree

The correct answer is B; source: CPL 320.10

4.
Upon a verdict of complete acquittal the court must immediately:

   1. discharge the defendant if the defendant is in the custody of the sheriff
   2. exonerate the bail if the defendant is at liberty on bail
   3. commit the defendant to the custody of the sheriff for a period not to exceed five days

awaiting a probation report
   4. receive a probation report before exoneration bail.

   A. 2 and 3, but not 1 or 4
   B. 1 and 4, but not 2 or 3
   C. 1 and 3, but not 2 or 4
   D. 1 and 2, but not 3 or 4

The correct answer is D; source: CPL 330.10

5.
In New York State, parents are chargeable for the support of a child who is:

   A. under 18 years old
   B. under 21years old
   C. 23 years old as long as the child remains in school
   D. the age decided upon in the divorce decree.

The correct answer is B; source: DRL 236B (1)(F)

6.
Pursuant to Article 8 of the FCA and section 205.74 of the Court Rules, the maximum amount
of restitution a respondent may be ordered to pay shall not exceed:

   A. $5,000
   B. $7,500
   C. $10,000
   D. $5,000 but only when the respondent is under the age of eighteen years.

The correct answer is C; source: FCA Article 8 Court Rules 205.74 (c)(5)


