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CAPITAL PROJECTS | 2009-10 Budget Request: $0 |

The 2009-10 Judiciary budget request does not seek any new appropriations for capital projects.
It does seek to reappropriate and reallocate a total of $67.9 million in capital funds originally appropriated
in fiscal 2007-08 among the following three projects: the development of a Court Officer Training Academy
in Kings County ($44 million); the renovation of Centennial Hall in Albany ($23 million); and renovations
to the Justice Building quarters of the Appellate Division, Third Judicial Department in Albany ($.9 million).

The 2007-08 enacted budget included a total of $77.9 million in capital construction funds for two
of the above projects, including $33.7 million for the Kings County training academy and $20 million for
the Centennial Hall renovations. Another $24.2 million was also authorized for the establishment of a multi-
use training facility to be located in Saratoga County. Following a review of the court system’s operational
needs, it has been determined that the Kings County training academy and the Centennial Hall renovation
projects should be advanced and that additional judicial chambers space is necessary in the Justice Building
in Albany. Further, it has been concluded that the Saratoga training academy project should be suspended
indefinitely. Instead, itis recommended that a total of $14.2 million of the $24.2 million originally authorized
for Saratoga will be reallocated to cover costs associated with the remaining projects, leaving an unused
balance of $10 million. The Kings County and Centennial Hall projects would be increased by $10.3 million
and $3 million respectfully and $.9 million would be made available for the Justice Building renovations.

Court Officer Academy in Kings County

One of the primary recommendations of the Task Force on Court Security—convened by the Chief
Judge and Chief Administrative Judge in the aftermath of September 11, 2001—was the need to expand training
for court security officers by establishing appropriate residential facilities similar to those in use by the
Department of Corrections and the State Police. Such facilities are necessary because of the unique security
environments in which court officers operate and because of certain inadequacies in the Judiciary’s existing
nonresidential program. Residential facilities would resolve many operational difficulties and would also
facilitate court officer recruitment.

Chapter 548 of the Laws of 2006 provided for the construction or acquisition of a court cfficer training
academy to be located on specified property within Kings County. The Judiciary, with the assistance of the
Dormitory Authority of the State of New York, has entered into a 49-year lease with a nonprofit entity for
the purpose of renovating a former school complex into a state-of-the-art court officer training academy in
Kings County. The project is in the design phase and construction is expected to start in December 2009.
Funds needed for this project total $44 million.

Centennial Hall in the Citv of Albany

This project seeks to restore this historic building for use as offices for the auxiliary agencies of the
Court of Appeals, as well as for secure residential space for Court of Appeals Judges while in session in
Albany. The Office of General Services has provided the design for the project and is managing all
components of construction and finishing work. The demolition phase is expected to be cornpleted in the
current year and renovations are expected to be substantially complete by 2010-11. Total project cost is
estimated at $26 million. As this project is fully underway, the remaining funds needed for completion are
estimated at $23 million.
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Appellate Division Judicial Chambers

At the present time, the Appellate Division, Third Department facility in the Empire State Plaza in
Albany contains ten Justice’s Chambers located on the 6" Floor of the Justice Building. During 2008, the
Governor increased the number of Justices on the Court to 12, an addition of 2. After consulting with the
Office of General Services, it was determined that two additional offices could be created by utilizing space
within the Justice Building. The proposal entails extending the floor of a platform level across open space,
thus creating sufficient floor space to build two judicial chambers. The Office of General Services has
provided a preliminary design and will manage the project to full completion. Funds needed for this project
total $.9 million.





