
Advisory Committee Members 

 

Hon. Jenny Rivera, Chair 
 

Judge Rivera, an associate judge of the Court of Appeals since 2013, has spent her entire 
professional career in public service.  

She clerked for Judge Sonia Sotomayor of the Southern District of New York, and also clerked 
in the Second Circuit Court of Appeals Pro Se Law Clerk's Office. She worked for the Legal Aid 
Society's Homeless Family Rights Project, the Puerto Rican Legal Defense and Education Fund, 
and was appointed by the New York State Attorney General as Special Deputy Attorney General 
for Civil Rights. Judge Rivera has been an Administrative Law Judge for the New York State 
Division for Human Rights, and served on the New York City Commission on Human Rights.  

Prior to her appointment, Judge Rivera was a tenured faculty member of the City University of 
New York School of Law, where she founded and served as Director of the Law School's Center 
on Latino and Latina Rights and Equality.  

Judge Rivera graduated from Princeton University, and received her J.D. from New York 
University School of Law and her LL.M. from Columbia University School of Law.  

 

Hon. A. Gail Prudenti 
 

As Chief Administrative Judge of the State of New York, a position she has held since 2011, 
Judge Prudenti oversees the administration and operation of the statewide court system.  

Prior to her appointment as Chief Administrative Judge, Judge Prudenti served as the Presiding 
Justice of the Appellate Division, Second Department, and was the first woman to hold that 
position. In August 2011, then Presiding Justice Prudenti was designated to serve as a Judge of 
the Court of Appeals for the hearing and determination of the appeal and related motions in the 
Matter of World Trade Center Bombing Litigation. 

Judge Prudenti was the first woman from Suffolk County to serve as an Associate Justice of the 
Appellate Division, Second Department. Prior to ascending to the appellate bench, Justice 
Prudenti was the Suffolk County Surrogate and, simultaneously, the District Administrative 
Judge. 

Judge Prudenti graduated with honors from Marymount College and then earned her law degree 
in Scotland at the University of Aberdeen, which also awarded her an honorary Doctorate of 
Laws in 2004 and made her an Honorary Professor of Law in 2014. She clerked in the Suffolk 
County Surrogate's Court, served as an Assistant District Attorney in Suffolk County, practiced 



trust and estate law in private practice and was special counsel to the New York City Patrolmen's 
Benevolent Association's Widows and Orphans Fund.  

 

Michelle J. Anderson 

Michelle J. Anderson has been Dean at CUNY School of Law since 2006, leading the school 
through a period of great renewal and transformation in development, facilities, programs, and 
recognition. Under her leadership, CUNY Law obtained PreLaw Magazine’s ranking as the 
“Best Public Interest Law School,” continued an unbroken string of top ten U.S. News & World 
Report rankings for “Best Clinical Training,” achieved Princeton Review’s top ten ranking for 
“Best Law Professors,” and earned the National Jurist ranking as the second most diverse law 
school in the nation. 

Ms. Anderson is an honors graduate of the University of California, Santa Cruz, where she 
earned the Chancellor’s Award for outstanding academic achievement. She graduated from Yale 
Law School, where she was Notes Editor of the Yale Law Journal. Following law school, she 
clerked on the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit for Judge William Norris.  

Ms. Anderson was on the faculty of Villanova University School of Law for eight years. She has 
been a Visiting Scholar at the University of Cape Town, South Africa, a Visiting Professor at the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Law, and a Visiting Associate Professor at Georgetown 
University Law Center. 

 

Hannah R. Arterian 

Ms. Arterian has served as dean of the Syracuse University College of Law since 2002. 

Dean Arterian is a magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Elmira College, where she 
received a degree in English. She earned her J.D. degree at the University of Iowa, from which 
she graduated with high distinction. At Iowa, Dean Arterian was note and comment editor of the 
Iowa Law Review and a member of the Order of the Coif.  

Prior to her career in academia, Dean Arterian practiced corporate tax law with the Manhattan 
firm of Dewey, Ballantine, Bushby, Palmer & Wood. Dean Arterian taught at Arizona State, the 
University of Houston and the University of Iowa law schools and served as associate dean at 
Arizona State for ten years. She received the Outstanding Faculty Member Award from ASU 
College of Law Alumni Association for 1990 - 91 and the Outstanding Faculty Award from the 

Maricopa County Bar Association in 1991. 

Dean Arterian has published extensively and has served in myriad capacities, including as a 
member of the New York State Bar Association Committee on Legal Education and Admission 
to the Bar. 

 



Diane F. Bosse 
 

Ms. Bosse, chair of the New York Board of Law Examiners (BOLE), has devoted a substantial 
portion of her professional life to bar admissions and legal education. She was appointed by the 

Court of Appeals to the BOLE in 1998, after serving for 19 years as an assistant to the Board, 
and became chairwoman in 2001.  
 
In addition, Ms. Bosse served on the Board of Trustees of the National Conference of Bar 
Examiner (NCBE) from 1999 to 2008 and continues to co-chair the Conference's Long Range 
Planning Committee. 
 

Ms. Bosse is a member of the Council of the American Bar Association Section of Legal 
Education and Admissions to the Bar and immediate past chair of the Section's Accreditation 
Committee.  
 
A graduate of the University at Buffalo Law School, Ms. Bosse is of counsel to Hurwitz & Fine, 
P.C., where she is a member of the Appellate Practice and Insurance Coverage groups. She is an 
elected member of the American Law Institute.  In 2014, Ms. Bosse was named Lawyer of the 

Year by the Bar Association of Erie County. 

 

Nitza M. Escalera 

Ms. Escalera is Assistant Dean of Student Affairs at Fordham University School of Law. Her 
responsibilities include orientation, graduation, academic and personal counseling activities, 
accommodations for students with disabilities, and advising student organizations. 

Dean Escalera also serves as an adjunct professor at the John Jay School of Criminal Justice, 
where she teaches a course on Race and Ethnicity with a focus on the Latino and Hispanic 
experience in the United States. She is a founder and member of the Board of Directors of 
Friends of PASOS: A Museum and Center for Peacebuilding Inc. and also serves on First 
Department's Character and Fitness Committee. 

Before Fordham, Dean Escalera worked for the New York City Commission on Human Rights, 
served as a staff attorney and Director of Health Advocacy for Community Service Society of 
New York Inc., and was a hearing officer with the New York State Division of Youth.  

Dean Escalera holds multiple degrees: A bachelor’s degree from LeMoyne College; a master’s 
degree in rehabilitation counseling from Syracuse University; a master’s degree in public 
administration from New York University; a J.D. from Columbia University School of Law; and 
an Ed.M. degree in Peace Education from Teachers College, Columbia University. 

 

 



David J. Hernandez 

 
Mr. Hernandez, founder of Brooklyn-based David J. Hernandez & Associates, is a 1980 graduate 
of Fordham University and 1986 graduate of New York University School of Law. His practice 

focuses on personal injury, litigation and real estate law.  

He was admitted to practice in 1987 and in 1990 opened his own general practice firm, 
representing financial institutions, small businesses, union members, postal workers and 
members of approximately 40 other unions and organizations. 

Mr. Hernandez served as the 50th president of the Puerto Rican Bar Association and served on 
the New York Hispanic Bar Task Force on the Judicial Selection Committee and the New York 
State Conference of Bar Leaders. He was selected to New York Super Lawyers in 2007, and 

2010 through 2014.  

Currently, Mr. Hernandez serves as a member of the Committee on Character and Fitness for the 
Second Department and the Grievance Committee of the Brooklyn Bar Association and also on 
the board of the Brooklyn Bar Association. He was previously on the Advisory Committee on 
Civil Practice to the Chief Administrative Judge and the New York State Bar Association House 
of Delegates. 

 

Seymour W. James, Jr. 

Mr. James is the Attorney-in-Chief of The Legal Aid Society in New York City, the oldest and 
largest not for profit legal services organization in the country.  

A past president of the New York State Bar Association and the Queens County Bar Association, 
Mr. James is also a member of the American Bar Association House of Delegates and the Macon 
B. Allen Black Bar Association as well as a former member of the Board of Directors of the 
Metropolitan Black Bar Association.  

In addition to his bar association activities, Mr. James is a member of Chief Judge Lippman’s 
Justice Task Force, the New York State Permanent Sentencing Commission, the Committee on 
Character and Fitness for the Second Judicial Department and the Board of Directors of the 
Correctional Association of New York. 

Mr. James received his undergraduate degree from Brown University and earned his law degree 
from Boston University School of Law. He has served as an Adjunct Professor of Law at CUNY 
Law School and on the faculty of the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law Intensive Trial 
Advocacy Program. 

 

 



E. Leo Milonas 
 

A former associate justice of the Appellate Division, First Department, and Chief Administrative 
Judge of the State of New York, Judge Milonas is now a partner at  Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 

Pittman, where he specializes in complex commercial litigation, appeals, and alternative dispute 
resolution. He is also a member of the New York State Board of Law Examiners 

Judge Milonas has 26 years of judicial experience, beginning as an Acting Supreme Court 
Justice and Supervising Judge for New York County Criminal Court and the Bronx Criminal 
Court. As Chief Administrative Judge from 1993-95, Judge Milonas was instrumental in the 
achievement of many significant court reforms, including the revamping of the jury system and 
the creation of the Commercial Divisions of the Supreme Court, the Community Courts and 
Problem Solving Courts. 

A 1960 graduate of Brooklyn Law School, Judge Milonas has been active with numerous 
organizations. He served as president of the New York City Bar Association from 2002 to 2004 
and has also served as a fellow of the American Bar Association, director of the Legal Aid 
Society, director of the Fund for Modern Courts and board member of the New York Urban 
League and of the Fund for the City of New York.  

 


